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T the ſame Place where this Book is 

ſold, may be had, Price One Shilling, 
the True Chriſtian's Faith and Experience, 
by the ſame Author. 


10 Tae 


Chriſtian Reader. 


I Do not mean to thee, that haſt only the Name 
Chriſtian, becauſe thou haſt been born-in a Na- 
tion called ſo, or becauſe: thy Parents were ſo, 
and thou haſt walked in their Traditions, and made 
Profeſſion of that which is reputed the Chriſtian 
Religion. Neither do I mean thou, that art the 
Son, Daughter, Servant, or Handmaid of a Chriſtian 
indeed; who haſt been educated, and inſtructed 
in the Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, not only 
by Precept, but by Example; and haft, in Honour 
and Reſpect to thy Parents or Maſter, yielded 
Obedience ſo far, as to walk in ſome meaſure in the 
Form thereof, out of the Superfluity of Naughtineſs 
that is in the World; which is commendable in 
its Place, Time and Seaſon : Yet thou art not the 
Chriſtian I here intend. But thou art the Man or 
Woman, who haft known fomething of the Work 
and Power of God in or upon thy Mind, and art in 
ſome meaſure quickned and made alive thereby, haſt 
been made ſenſible of thy fore Bondage and Cap- 
tivity, and haſt Cries and Breathings begotten in 
thee tor Deliverance, under the Senſe of thy fad 
State and Condition without a Saviour. Thou, to 
whom Sin hath been a grievous Burthen, with which 
thou haſt been weary and heavy laden. Thou, to 
whom Sin is made exceeding ſinful, ſo that thou 
hates it, even as God hates it, viz. becauſe it is Sin; 
and art in love with Righteouſneſs, Purity and 
Holineſs, having felt the Drawings of the Father 
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to the Son thy Saviour; and thou art now in him, 
preſſing hard to be wholly freed from the one, 
_ to become a Servant, Child and Friend of the 
Other. 

Thou art the Chriſtian Reader my Bowels yearn 
towards, my Care is tor, and my Advice 1s to, that 
thou mayſt perſevere to the End, and eſcape all the 
Dangers in the Way ; that thou mayſt be acquainted 
with the Wiles of the Enemy, and with his myſterious 
working againſt thee, even after the ſtrong Man is 
bound, his Goods ſpoiled, and thy Houſe ſwept and 

arniſhed ; after thou haſt clean eſcaped the Pol- 
utions of the World, and the Errors therein, and 
haſt had much Experience of the Power and Preſence 
of the Lord; even after he hath brought thee into 
his Vineyard, into his Garden, and made thee a 
Dreſſer and Keeper of it, if thou wilt receive and 
keep the Penny, (the Reward) thou muſt be dili- 
gent and watchtul therein. Remember, the Serpent 
came into Paradice to deceive, and that Satan came 
before God, to accuſe and ſtir him up agaii ſt the 
Righteous, and that the great red D:agon got 
into Heaven; and not only fo, but made War there, 
and ſtood before the Woman which was ready ie be 
delivered, to devour her Child as fon as ut Was 
born. And when he was overcome in. Heaven, 
and caft into the Earth and Sca, and among the 
Inhabitants thercof, he ccaſed not to be wroth with 
the Woman, and to make War with the Remnant 
of her Seed, which keep the Commandmcuts of God, 
and have the Teſtimony of Jeſus. Read Kev. X11, 1 his 
hath been his Work oi old, and is the fame at 
this Day. 

Sceing Paradice, the Preſence of God and Heaven, 
are not exempted from the Approaches or the Ser- 
pent, Satan and Dragon; what great Need there 
is for thee to be always armed againſt him, and 
to Keep a watchiul Eye over him, eſpecially when 
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he appears as a Friend, as he did in Paradice, 
when he ſaid, You ſhall not die, you ſhall be as Gods. 
As if he had faid, J am ſ% much your Friend, that 
J am come to perſwade you to do ſomething to belter 
your States, and to bring yen into a greater Glory: 
J propoſe nothing but what, if you obey me, ſhall turn 
to your Good, Thus he beguiled them then, and 
hath done fince, and may do thee, if thou abides 
not in the Light which difcovers him, and all 
his Wiles and Devices, Formings and Transformings. 
But as thine Eye is ſingle, thou wilt always fee and 
know him to be as he is, and not as he appears to 
be : So ſhalt thou never be deceived nor betrayed by 
him. But many Aſſaults, Trials, and Temptations, 
thou muſt expect from him, Amidit all, keep thine 
Eye upon God thy Saviour, who hath given thee 
Faith in him; which Faith is indeed very precious, 
and very poweriul, able to overcome, and give 
thee Victory over all thy Enemies. It thou keep it, 
and grow in it, it will certainly be as an Anchor unto 
thee, when Storms attend; as a Shield and Breaſt- 
plate unto thee, when Enemies aflault, Remember 
the Counſcl of Paul, Siivanus and Timotbers, to the 
Theſſalonians. Let us, who are of the Day, be ſober, 
Putting on the Breaſt-plate of Faith and Love, and for 
an Helmet the Hope of Salvation , for God bath not 
appointed us to Wrath, but to oblain Salvation by our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, This was the bleſſed End of the 
Call and Appointment of God in all Ages, even 
that ail who hear and obey it, might obtain Salva- 
tion, the End of Faith and Hope; and is the ſame to 
a Remnant in this Age. Happy art thou that enjoyeſt 
ir, and abideſt with him that hath called thee to it, 
and wrought it in thee, and 1or thee ; which is God, 
bleſſed and praifed throughout all Generations, 

Now Chriſtian Reader, what I have here committed 
to the Preſs, is irom a deep and weighty Conſidera- 
tion, Oblervation and Knowledge of the glorious 
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Appearance of God in this our Day, in the Con- 
ſciences of Thouſands, who have been made as Clay 
in the Hand of the Potter, ready to be formed ac- 
cording to his Will, even Veſſels of Honour ; and 
many have been made ſo, and do ſo remain; but 
ſome have been marr'd upon the Wheel. Some 
have miſcarried in the Midſt of the Way; ſome 
have ſate down, ſome have fallen out (even with 
their Brethren) by the Way; ſome have turned 
out of the Way, and brought an evil Report upon 
it, have laid Stumbling - blocks in the Way, and 
occaſioned the Way of Truth to be evil ſpoken 
of; whoſe Damnation ſlumbers not. My hearty 
Deſire is, that neither thou nor I may ever be of 
this Number. What I ſay unto thee, I ſay unto my 
own Soul, Go forward 10 Perfection. Let not the 
Enemy of thy Soul beguile thee of thy exceeding 
great Reward which is laid up in ftore for all that 
hve the Appearance of God in Chriſt Jeſus, and that. 


join therewith, and work therein, till all the Works 


of God are finiſhed ; and till all the Works of Sin, 
Self and Satan, are wrought out and deſtroyed, and 
thou fully delivered, from the Bondage of Cor- 
ruption, into the glorious Liberty of the Children 
of God. This thou mayſt have longed for and 
Breathed after, and art now called to the Poſſeſſion 
and Enjoyment of ; and not only ſo, but to the 
abiding and ſtanding faſt therein; fo thou ſhalt never 
be entangled with the Yoke of Bondage again, nor 
turn back in thy Heart to Egy/ t; nor ever hunger 
and thirſt after the torbidden Fruit again. So to 
to him that is able to keep thee from falling, and 
to the Word of his Grace, (in thy Heart) I recom- 
mend thee; which as thou keepeſt unto and learneſt 
ot, thou wilt be enabled to perſevere ſafely to the 
End, and in the End lie down in Peace, and know 
the God of Peace to keep thy Heart in Peace. This 
is the bleſſed Fruit and Effect of Righteouſneſs, of 

Well-doing, 
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Well-doing, Diligence and Watchfulneſs; which as 
thou art found in, Grace and Peace will be multi- 
plied in and to thee, through the Knowledge of 
God, and Jeſus our Lord, who hath called us to 
Glory and Virtue : To whom be Praiſe for ever- 
more, 


— ä 


— 


—_ — — — 


IF this ſmall Treatiſe ſhall come into the Hand of 

ſuch who account themſelves religious, and are 
zealous for the Doctrines and Traditions of their 
Fore-tathers, and can talk much of Chriſtianity, God, 
Chriſt and the 100 Scriptures; but are highly offended 
with a little Remnant of People that God hath raiſed 
up in this Age, to bear Witneſs to the Way of the 
Lord, under the Name Light, Graca, Law, Spirit 
and Power of God uitbin; accounting it a new fort 
of Doctrine, inconſiſtent with Chriſt and Chriſtianity, 
giving it deſpicable Names, &c, 

To ſuch my earneſt Requeſt is, (even in Love and 
Good-will to you) ſeeing you ſay you love, believe 
and honour the Scriptures z that you would ſhew 
yourſelves like the Bereans, with an unprejudiced 
Mind ſearch the Scriptures, eſpecially theſe following. 
Be ſerious, take Leaſure to read them, meditate a 
little, laying aſide thy carnal Thoughts, and that 
Wiſdom which is from Beneath, which darkneth 
the Counſe] of God, and wreſteth the Scriptures. 
Then thou mayſt clearly perceive, that it is no new 
Doctrine to preach the Light, nor Error to aſſent 
that it is the Way of God, that leadeth all that 
turn to it and walk in it, into true Chriſtianity, If 
any Objection ariſeth and remaineth in thy Mind, 
concerning the Way of God here borne Teſtimony to; 
if any Words that can be read, writ or ſpoken, are 
able to give thee a ſatisfactory convincing Anſwer 

thereto, 
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thereto, the Scriptures are thoſe Words, eſpecially to 
thee that proieſſeſt an Honour and Obedience to 
them. 

But this, in ſhort, I teſtify, That if thou light 
the Gift of God, the Maniteſtation of his Spirit, 
Light and Grace beſtowed upon thee, and given 
unto thee, as one Talent at leaſt to improve, thou 
canſt not underſtand nor receive the Teftimony of 
the Scriptures. If thou haſt any Deſire to under- 
ſtand the holy Scriptures, and Things of God, thou 
mult come to know and love the Light, Law, 
and Spirit of God, and feel the Operation ot it in 
thy own Heart, to fit and prepare thee to underſtand 
the divine Myſteries of his Kingdom, and to inherit 
them; until which, though thou mayſt account thy- 
felf wiſe, rich and full, and may be cloathed with a 
Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, yet thou art poor, blind, 
miferable and naked; covered with a Covering, but 
not with the Spirit of the Lord; not with a meek _ 
and quiet Spirit; not with a Chriſt-hke Spirit; not 
with the Spirit of the primitive Chriſtians. 

So thou art not in a Capacity to underſtand their 
Words, though thou mayſt profeſs them as the Jews 
did the Law and the Prophets, yet perſecuted him of 
whom they teſtified. That thou mayſt avoid doing 
the ſame, I counſel thee to receive the Grace, 
Light and Spirit of God, which appears in thee, 
and ſhines unto thee, in order to lead and guide 
thee unto everlaſting Life. This is the Will or God, 
and the Deſire of his People, that all Men might 
come to the Knowledge of the Truth and be ſaved ; 
not only trom Condemnation and Puniſhment, bur 
from commiting Sin, the Cauſe thereot. 

By this one I hing, thou mayſt know whether thy 
Heart be right in the Sight ot tne Lord, whether the 
Spirit and Nature of Chriſtianity be prevalent in thec: 
7 thou art not as much atraid to commit Sin, as thou 
art of Hell and Puniſhment ; it the doing of Evil is 

not 
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not become ſo odious and hateful unto thee (becauſe 
contrary to the Nature and Mind of God) that if there 
was no Puniſhment entailed upon the doing thereof, 
yet thou wouldſt not defile thyſelf therewith, nor 
diſhonour thy God, nor thy Profeſſion of his Name. 
If it be not fo with thee, thou haſt great Cauſe” to 
queſtion, whether thou art indeed what thou haſt a 
Name, Profeſſion, or an Opinion to be, wiz. 4 
TRUR CHRISTIAN, 
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The Teſtimony of the holy Scriptures concerning 
the LIGH T wh: is ſpiritual. 
Fob xxix. 3. W HEN his Candle ſhined upon 
my Head, and when by his 
Light I walked through Darkneſs. 

Ta. ix. 2. The People that walked in Darknefs, 
have ſeen a great Light: They that dwell in the Land 
7 the Shadow of Death, upon them hath the Light 

ined. 

Chap. Ix, 1. Ariſe, ſhine; for thy Light is 
come, and the Glory of the Lord is riſen upon thee. 

Luke ii. 32. A Light to lighten the Geniiles,, and 
the Glory of thy People Hrael. 

Jobn viii. 12. Then ſpake Jeſus again unto them, 
ſay ing, I am the Light of the World: He that fol- 
loweth me, ſhall not walk in Darkneſs, but ſhall have 
the Light ot Lite. 

Chap. xi. 36. While ye have Light, believe in 
the Light, that ye may be the Children ot Light. 

Verſ. 46. lam come a Light into the World, 
that whoſoever believeth on me ſhould not abide in 
Darkneſs, 

2 Cor. iv. 6. For God, who commanded the Light 
to ſhine out ot Darleneſs, hath ſhewed in our Hearts, 
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to give the Light of the Knowledge of the Glory of 

God, in-the Face of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Col. i. 12. Giving Thanks unto the Father, which 
hath made us meet to be Partakers of the Inheritance 
of the Saints in Light. 

2 Tim. i. 10. But is now made manifeſt by the 
Appearing of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who hath 
aboliſhed Death, and hath brought Life and Immor- 
tality to Light, through the Goſpel. 

1 John i. 5, This then is the Meſſage which we 
have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God 
is Light, and in him is no Darkneſs at all. 

Verſ. 7. But if we walk in the Light, as he is in 
the Light, we have Fellowſhip one with another, and 
"yo of Jeſus Chriſt his Son cleanſeth us from 
all Sin, 

Chap. ii. 8. Again, a new Commandment I write 
unto you, which Thing is true in him and in you; 
becauſe the Darkneſs is paſt, and-the true Light now 
ſhineth. 

Verſ: 9, He that faith he is in the Light, and 
hateth his Brother, is in Darkneſs even until now. 

Verſ. 10. He that loveth his Brother abideth in 
the Light, and there 1s none Occaſion of ſtumbling 
in him, 

2 Pet. i. 19, We have alſo a more ſure Word of 
Prophecy, whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, 1s 
unto a Light that ſhineth in a dark Place, until the 
Day dawn, and the Day-ſtar ariſe in your Hearts. 

1 Peter ii. 9. But ye are a choſen Generation, a 
royal Prieſthood, an holy Nation, a peculiar People ; 
that ye ſhould ſhew forth the Praiſe of him, who 
hath called you out of Darkneſs into his marvelous 
Light. 

Rev. xxi. 24 And the Nations of them that are 
ſaved, ſhall walk in the Light of it: And the Kings 
of the Earth do bring their Glory and Honour into it. 

1 Theſſ 


(4 ] 


1.Theſſ..v..5. Ve are all the Children of the Light, 
and the Children af the Day: We are. not of the 
Night, nor of Darkneſs. 

' Epbeſ. v. 9. For ye were ſometimes Darkneſs, but 
now are ye Light in the Lord: Walk as Children 
of Light, 

Verſ. 13. But all Things that are reproved, are 
made manifeſt by the Light: For whatloever dotk 
make manifeſt, is Light. 

I. ii. 5. 0 Hggle of Jacob, come ye, and ſe 
ap walk; ; in the Light of the Lord, 

P/al. xxvii. 1, The Lord is my Light, and my 
Salvation; whom fhall I fear? The Lord is the 
Strength of my Life; of whom ſhall I be afraid? 

P/al. cxix. 105. Thy Word is a Lamp unto up 
Feet, and a Light unto my Path, 

Micah vii. 8. Rejoice not againſt me, O mine 
Enemy: When I fall, I ſhall ariſe; when I fic in 
Darkneſs, the Lord ſhall be a Light unto me. 

Jahn i. 4. In him was Lite, and the Life was the 
Light of Men. 

2 5. And the Light ſhineth in Darkneſs, and 
the Darkneſs comprehended it not. | 

Verſ. 7. The fame came for a Witneſs, to bear 
witneſs of the Light, that all Men through him 
min believe. 

Verſ. 8. He was not that Light, but was ſent to 
bear witneſs of that Light. 

Verſ. 9. That was the true Light, which lighter 
every Man that cometh into the World. | 

Chap. iii. 19, And this is the Condemnation, 
that Light is come into the World, and Men loved 
Darkneſs rather than Light, becauſe their Deeds were 
evil. 

Verſ. 20. For every one that doeth Evil hateth 
the Light, neither cometh to the Light, leſt his Deeds 
ſhould be reproved. 

B Perf. 
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Verſ. 21. But he that doth the Truth, cbmeth to 
the Light, that his Deeds may be tnade manifeſt, that 
they are wrought in God. | 

Acts xiii. 47. For fo hath the Lord commanded 
us, ſaying, I have ſet thee to be a Light of the Gen- 
tiles, that thou ſhouldeſt be tor Salvation unto the 
Ends of the Earth. 

Chap. xxvi. 18, To open their Eyes, and to turn 
them trom Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power 
of Satan unto God, that they may receive Forgive- 
neſs of Sins, and Inheritance among them which are 
ſanctified by Faith that is in me. 

Verſ. 23. That Chriſt ſhould ſuffer, and that he 
ſhould be the firſt that ſhould riſe from the Dead, 


and ſhould ſhew Light unto the People, and to the 
Gentiles. 


A I | | 


as. — 


The Teſtimony of the holy Scriptures concerning | 
the Law, 8PIRIT, WORD, GRACE, Love 
and PowER of GOD within. | 


Pſalm HE Law of his God is in his Heart, 
xxxvii. 31. none of his Steps ſhall ſlide. 

Pſalm xl. 8. I delight to do thy Will, O my 
God : Yea, thy Law is within my Heart. 

Ta. li. 7, Hearken unto me, ye that know Righ- 
teouſneſs, the People in whoſe Heart is my Law; 
fear ye not the Reproach or Men, neither be ye atraid 
of their Revilings. 

Rom. ii. 14. For when the Gentiles which have not 
the Law, do by Nature the Things contained in the 
Law, theſe having not the Law, are a Law unto 
themſelves, | 

Verſ. 15. Which ſhew the Work of the Law 
written in their Hearts, their Conſcience alſo bearing 

wit ne 13 


[ xiii ! 
witneſs, and their Thoughts the mean while accuſing, 
or elſe excuſing one another. 

Chap. viii, 2. For the Law of the Spirit of Life 
in Chriſt Jeſus, hath made me free from the Law of 
Sin and Death. 

Verſ. 9. But ye are not in the Fleſh, but in the 
Spirit, it ſo be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. 

ow if any Man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is 
none of his. 

Verſ. 10. And if Chriſt be in you, the Body is 

d becauſe of Sin, but the Spirit is Life, becauſe of 

ighteouſneſs. 

Verſ. 11, But if the Spirit of him that raiſed up 
Jeſus from the Dead, dwell in you; he that raiſed up 
Chriſt from the Dead, ſhall alſo quicken your mortal 
Bodics, by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 

Ver. 13. For if ye live after the Fleſh, ye ſhall 
die : But if ye through the Spirit do mortity the 
Deeds of the Body, ye ſhall live. 

Verſ. 16. The Spirit itſelf beareth witneſs with 
our Spirit, that we are the Children of God. 

Verſ. 23. And not only they, but ourſelves alſo, 
which have the Firſt-truits of the Spirit, even we 
ourſelves groan within ourſelves, waiting for the 
Adoption, to wit, the Redemption of our Body, 

Verſ. 26. Likewiſe the Spirit alſo helpeth our 
Infirmities : for we know not what we ſhould pra 
for as we ought : but the Spirit itſelf maketh Inter- 
ceſſion tor us with Groanings which cannot be uttered. 

1 Cor. xii. 7. But the Manifeſtation of the Spirit, 
is given to every Man to profit withal. 

Chap. ii. 4. And my Speech, and my Preaching, 
was not with inticing Words of Mar's Wiſdom, but 
in Demonſtration of the Spirit, and of Power. 

Verſ. 10. But God hath revealed them unto us by 
his Spirit : for the Spirit ſearcheth all Things, yea, 
the deep Things of God. 

B 2 Verſ. 
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Vierſ. 11, For what Man knoweth the Things of a 

an, ave the Spirit of Man which is in him? Even 
ſo che Things or God knoweth no Man, but the 
Spirit 0+ God, 

Verſ. 12, Now we have n not the Spirit 
of che World, but the Spirit which is of God; that 
we nuglht know the Things that are freely given to us 
of er 

Crap. vi. 15. But he that is joined unto the Lord 
is one Spirit. 

i Jobn i lll. 24. And he that keeperh his C 
mandments, dwelleth in him, and he in him: A 
hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit 
which he hath given us. 

Chap. iv. 13. Hereby know we that we dwell in 
him, and he in us, becauſe he hath given us of his 
Spirit. 

1 Peter i. Searching what, or what manner 
of Time the Spirn of Chriſt which wäs in them. 
did figni:y, when it teſtified before-hand the Suffer- 
ing oi Chriſt, and the Glory that ſhould follow. 

2 Tim. i. 7. For God hath not given us the Spirit 
— Fear, but of Power, of Love, and of a found 

ind, 

Gal. iv. 6, And becauſe ye are Sons, God hath 
ſent torth the Spirit of his Son into your Hearts, 
crying, Abba, Father, 

Chap. v. 16, This I fay then, Walk in the Spirit, 
_ ye {hall not fulfil the Luft ot the Fleſh, 

e. 26, If we live in the Spirit, let us allo 
— in the Spirit. 

Epbeſ. ii. 22. In whom you allo are builded to- 
gether tor an Habitation of God through the Spirit. 

Chap. iii. 20. Now unto him that is able to do 
excceding abundantly above all that we aſk or think, 
according to the Power that worketh in us. 

Jobn v. 38. And ye have not his Word abiding 
in you: for whom he hath ſent, him ye believe not. 

| Verf. 
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Verſ. 42, But I know you, that you have not the 
Love of God in you. > 50 2) GK 

Chap. vi. 53. Then Jeſus ſaid unto them, Verily, 
verily I fay unto. you, Except ye eat the Fleſh of 
the Son of Man, and drink his Blood, ye have no 
Life in you. | | 1232 

Chap. viii. 37. I know that ye are Mrabam's 
Seed, but ye ſeek to kill me, becauſe my Word hath 
no Place in you. | by © | | 

Chap. xiv. 17. Even the Spirit of Truth, whom 
the World cannot receive, becauſe it ſceth him not, 
neither knoweth him: but ye know him, for he 
dwelleth with you, and ſhall be in you. 
| Chap. xv. 4. Abide in me, and I in you: As the 
Branch cannot bear Fruit of itſelf, except it abide in 
the Vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 

Verſ. 7. If ye abide in me, and my Words abide 
in you, ye ſhall aſk what ye will, and it ſhall be 
done unto you. jo 

Rom. viii. 10. And if Chriſt be in you, the Body 
is dead becauſe of Sin : but the Spirit is Life becauſe 
of Righteouſneſs. | | 

Verſ. 11. But if the Spirit of him that raiſed up. 
Jeſus from the Dead, dwell in you; he that raiſed 
up Chriſt from the Dead, ſhall 'alſo- quicken your 
mortal Bodies, by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 

1 Cor. iii. 16, Know ye not that ye are the 
Temple of God; and that the Spirit of God dwelleth 
in you. 

Chap. vi. 19. What, know you not that your 
Body is the Temple of the holy Ghoſt which is in you, 
which ye have ot God, and ye are not your own ? 


Chap. xiv. 25. And ad 5 the Secrets of his 


Heart made manifeſt, and fo falling down on his 
nd report that God is 
in you of a Truth, | "By 


2 Cor. xiii. 5. Examine yourſelves, whether ye be 
in the Faith: Prove. your ownſelves: Know ye not 


Face, he will worſhip G 
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your ownfelves, how that Jeſus Chriſt is in you, 
except ye be Reprobates? & 

Gal. iv. 15. Where is then the Bleſſedneſs you 
ſpeak of? For I bear you record, that if it had been 
poſſible, ye would have plucked out your own Eyes, 
and have given them unto me. 

- Epbef. iv. 6. One God and Father of all, who 
s above all, and through all, and in you all. 

Phil. ii. 5. Let this Mind be in you, which was 
alſo in Chrift Jeſus. 

. Serſ. 13. For it is God which worketh in you, 
both to will and to do of his good Pleaſure, 

Col. i. 27. To whom God would make known 
what is the Riches of the Glory of this Myſtery 
among the Gentiles, which is Chriſt in you the Hope 
of Glory. | 

Chap. iii. 16. Let the Word of Chriſt dwell 
in you richly in all Wiſdom, teaching and admoniſh- 
ing one another in Pſalms, and Hymns, and ſpiritual _ 
Songs, ſinging with Grace in your Hearts to the Lord. 

2 Thef}. i. 12. That the Name of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt may be glorified in you, and ye in him, ac- 
cording to the Grace of our God, and the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

1 Jobn ii. 14. I have written unto you Fathers, 
becauſe ye have known him that is from the Begin- 
ning. I have written unto you, young Men, becauſe 
ye are ſtrong, and the Word of God abideth m you, 
and ye have overcome the wicked One. 

Verf. 27. But the Anointing which ye have re- 
ceived of him, abideth in you : and ye need not 
that any Man teach you, but as the ſame Anointing 
teacheth you of all Things, and is Truth and is no 
_ and even as it hath taught you, ye ſhall abide 
m him, ; 

Chap. iv. 4. Ye are of God, little Children, and 
have overcome them; becauſe greater is he that is in 
you, than he that is in tae World, 

+ Chap. 


Chap. iii, 3. And every Man that hath this Hope 
in him, purifieth himſelf, even as he is pure. 
Verſ. 15, Whoſoever hateth his Brother, is 2 
Murtherer, and ye know that no Murtherer . hath 
eternal Life abiding in. him. 1 * 
Chap. iv. 13. Hereby know we that we dwell in 
— and he in us, becauſe he hath given us of hi 
irie. * en, Rap 
7540 15, Whoſoever ſhall confeſs that Jeſus is the 
Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God. 
Verſ. 16. And we have known, and believed the 
Love that God hath to us. God is Love, and he 
that dwelleth in Love, dwelleth in God, and God 
in him, AU | 
Chap. v. 20. And we know that the Son of God 
is come, and-hath given us an Underſtanding, that we 
may know him that is true: and we are in him that is 
true, even in his Son Jeſus Chriſt. This is the true 
God, and eternal Lite. 57 
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HOU mayſt perceive and underſtand by theſe 
Scriptures, that righteous Men and Chriſti 
in Ages paſt, were Witneſſes of the Light of God 
ſhining in them; of the Word, Law, Power, Grace 
and Love of God manifeſting, appearing and ope- 
rating in them; which if thou art a Stranger to, 
thou canſt neither be a truly righteous Man, nor 
real Chriſtian, profeſs what thou wilt. 5 
Many who Joon God, Chriſt and Cbriſtianity, 
are fallen into ſuch groſs Carnality, that to ſpeak or 
write to them of the ſpiritual Appearance and Work 
of God, in and by his Light, Law, Grace, Spirit, &c. 
and the powerful Operation thereof within upon the 
Mind, Will, Underſtanding and Conſcience, ſeems 
ſo ſtrange, ſo new, ſo incredible, that they can in no 
wiſe pay any Regard unto it; but rather mock and 
deride 
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deride thereat, as if they had never ſeen nor read the 
holy Scriptures; whole. Teſtimony thereto is as clear 
as the Morning without Clouds, This is an evident 
Sign, that their Eyes are cloſed, their Hearts and Ears 
are groſs and dull of hearing, their Underſtandings 
dark, and their Minds ſo carnal, that they are become 
dead; for, to be carnally minded is Death. 

In this Death, the carnal-minded Man can talk of 
the Fame of Wiſdom, but poſleſs and inherit Folly, 
and lie down in Sorrow. This Condition is much 
lamented by a little Remnant, who are ready to ſay 
in Love and Good - will to their Neighbgurs and 
Countrymen, Come biber, and we will tell you what 
the Lord bath done for our Souls; which were as yours 
are, in Death and Darkntls, in Bondage and Cap- 
tivity, even while Profeſſors of better Things. The 
End of every true Chriſtian, in Writing, Printing, 
Preaching, Cc. is, that People might come to have 
the Eye of their Underſtandings opened; and know 
the Day-ſtar to ariſe in their Hearts, that they may 
ſee their Way out of Death, Ignorance and Carnality, 
and receive the Light of Lite, and therein Wiſdom to 
anderſtand and receive the Sayings of holy Men re- 
corded in the holy Scriptures ; until which, they will 
wreſt them to their own Deſtruction, and never truly 
underſtand nor receive the Comfort of them ; nor of 
any Words proceeding trom the ſame Spirit of God 
in this Age. This is the Word of Truth to all it 
may concern, which, together with the Scriptures I 
have quoted, I intend ſhall ſerve for Anſwer to all 
Objections that ſhall be made by the nominal Chriſtian, 
or bare Profeſſor of Chriſt and Chriſtianity, into 
whoſe Hand this little Book may come ; knowing 
aſſuredly, that there is no End of contending with 
ſuch with Pen, Ink and Paper: But however, I can 
in Truth ſubſcribe myſelf their Friend. 


Some 
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Some Rr asons why the holy Scriptures are to be 
eſteemed and preferred, by true Chriſtians, 
above other Writings, though from the fame 
Spirit, in this Generation. 


J. Bu then give an Account of the divers 
X Diſpenſations and Operations of God, before 
and after the Fall; in order to lead Mankind out of 
the Fall, and to reſtore him into his primitive State 
again. The Manner, Method and Order of which, 
is, in the Depth of the Wiſdom of God, declared 
and ſet forth in the holy Scriptures to the Man of 
God, more than in any other Book whatſoever. 


II. Becauſe therein are recorded the Teſtimonies 
and Experiences of many righteous Men, throughout 
all thoſe various Diſpenſations, Appearances and Ope- 
rations of God before the Law, under the Law and 
Prophets, and alſo under the Goſpel z being all 
briefly and plainly ſet forth to the Man of God, for 
the Increaſe of his Learning, Encouragement ot his 
Hope, Strengthuing of his Faith, and Confirming of 
his Confidence. 


III. Becauſe the nominal Chriſtian pretends he hath 
a great Eſteem for the Scriptures, and cries them up 
for his only Rule, to walk and order his Converſa- 
tion by; ſo that the true Chriſtian, and Miniſter of 
Chriſtianity, hath a great Advantage thereby, in order 
to reprove, perſwade and convince him, that he doth 
not obey, nor walk according to his own profeſſed 
Rule, 
C IV. Becauſe 
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IV. Becauſe it is the Cuſtom, Nature and Prac- 
tice of the Spirit of Darkneſs, Deceit and Perſecution, 
to deſpiſe, ſlight and contemn righteous Men, their 
Words and Writings, while they live ; and to garniſh 
their Sepulchres, and profeſs Honour to them when 
they are dead ; ſo though it be but in Words, that 
they advance them above themſelves; as their Rule 
and Guide, they are of great Service to the true 
Chriſtian and Miniſter of Chriſtianity, for the De- 
tection and Conviction of Gain-ſayers, and Vindica- 
tion of his Doctrine and Practice, Life and Con- 
verſation; therefore to be eſteemed above other 
Writings, they being in ſome ſort as a Wall of 
Defence unto him. Se 


V. Becauſe the general Good and Salvation of all 
Mankind, is the principal Aim and End of the true 
Chriſtian and Chriſtian Miniſter ; and ſeeing in this 
Part of the World called Chriſtendom, Pedple profeſs . 
a great Reverence and Eſteem for the Writings of 
holy Men in Generations of old ; not much regarding 
what is written from the ſame Spirit in holy Men in 
the preſent Age, though one with the Scriptures ; as 
Chriſt convinced the Jews out of the Law and the 
Prophets, and Paul the Athenians out of their own 
Poets: So the true Chriſtian and Miniſter of Chriſt, 
who hath Unity with the Scripture, and with the 
holy Mens Spirits that gave them forth, have the 
ſame Advantage now againſt thoſe that only profeſs 
them in Words, and live not the Lite they exhort to 
and call for, For this Reaſon we have good Cauſe 
to value them above other Books, though written 
from the ſame Spirit in this Age; becauſe thoſe 
People, who want the Salvation the Scriptures bear 
witneſs of, may come to be made wiſe through Faith 
unto Salvation by them, 
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Chriſtian· Traveller. 


AST thou put thy Hand to the Plow ? 

look not back : Keep it there till the fallow 

Ground be plowed up, and the Briars and 

T horns rooted out and deſtroyed, that the Seed may 
grow up in thee to Perfection. 

Haſt thou known the Kingdom, and the Power in 
which it ſtands, like a little Leaven hid in three Mea- 
ſures of Meal ? Hinder not its Working, let it leaven 
the whole Lump. | 

Doſt thou know the Field where the Pearl of great 
Price is hid? Then dig deep and find it; and when 
thou haſt found it, ſcll all and purchaſe it, and then 
thou wilt be the wife Merchant-man indeed, 

Haſt thou travelled out of Egypt, through the red 
Sea and Wilderneſs ? And haſt thou known the right 
Arm of the Lord accompanying thee, and ſupport- 
ing thee in thy Trials, Temptations and Beſetments 
thou haſt met with therein? Keep {till to the ſame 
Arm and Power that hath called, led and ſuſtained 
thee hitherto, and it will bring thee into the promiſed 
Land; and not only ſo, but he will give thee a 
Poſſcſſion therein, and deſtroy thy Enemies that did 
poſſeſs it. Thou wilt have a Houſe given thee, thou 
didſt not build; a Vineyard, thou didſt not plant; 
and a Well, thou didſt not dig, which ſhall ſpring up 
in thee to everlaſting Life. Thou ſhalt ſit under thy 
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own Vine, and under thy own Fig-tree,-and lie down 
where none can make thee afraid. Thou ſhalt be 
bleſſed in thy Baſket and in thy Store; in thy Going 
out and Coming in; Lying down and Riſing up. 
Theſe Bleſſings ſhall afluredly attend thee, as thou 
loveſt the Day of ſmall Things, and art faithful in 
following the Lord, who hath appeared by his Light 
and Grace to thee, for thy perfect Redemption, 
Reſtoration and everlaſting Salvation. | 

I ſay, thou wilt certainly enjoy and inhetit theſe 
Things, and receive not only Addition of Virtue, 
Knowledge, Temperance, Patience, &c. to thy Faith, 
but alſo the very of thy Faith ; for Faith and 
Hope hath an End, and it is a bleſſed Thing to 
receive the End thereof, even Salvation: and there 
is none but ſuch as endure to the End, that can be 


ſaved, even to the End of the Work of God, of the 


new Creation of God in Chriſt Jeſus. 

Many may begin well, and make a good Progreſs - 
allo, and yet fall ſhort, They may know the firſt 
Day's Work. Read Gen. i, The Spirit of God moving 
upon the Face of the Waters; the Appearance of Light ; 
and the Diviſion of Light frem Darkneſs ; and to call 
tbe Light, Day; and the Darkneſs, Night : which is 
more than all the wiſe, prudent, religious Men of 
this World can know or do; who are all as Waterg, 
and the Whore fits upon them, and the * 
of the Spirit of God they deſpiſe and diſregard. 
The Appearance of Light they hate; fo it ſhines in 
Park neſs, and is not divided, and Darkneſs cannòt 
comprehend it, cannot give true Names to Things, 
cannot call the Light, Day; nor the Darkneſs, 
Night; but err and miſtake ſo far, as to call the 
Light, Darkneſs ; and the Darkneſs, Light: This 
all Men in the Fall are prone to and found doing, 
under the old Heavens, and upon the old Earth. 
— This is as a Note by the Way, to thoſe it doth 


concern. 
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But to proceed; they may alſo know the ſecond 
and third Day's Work ; The Firmament in the Midft 
of the Waters; the Waters divided ; the dry Land 
appear, and bring forth Seed and Fruit after its Kind, 
which is good. This is more than Words, Names 
and Profeſſion. Theſe have fome Standing, fome 
Foundation in the Midſt of the Waters. Thefe are 
as Trees that bear Fruit, and the Earth yields its 
Increaſe to him that dreſſeth it. | 

On the fourth Day, it is written, Cad made two 
great Lights, the one to rule the Day, and the other to 
rule the Night. The Light, and the Rule and Govern- 
ment thereof, may be known alſo : and as m the fifth 
Day's Work, there may be a bringing forth and mul- 
tiplying abundantly, and a flying above the Earth, in 
the — of Heaven : and the ſixth Day's 
Work may be known, Made in the Likeneſs and 
Image of God; bleſſed and endued with heavenly Power 
and Dominion over all ; placed in a Garden planted by 
the Lord. A Reſtoration into Innccence and Upright- 
neſs by Chriſt the Power, Light, Love and Wiſdom 
of God, may be attained to : yet in this very State 
there is Danger; there is a Proneneſs to look out at 
the Beauty of the Works of God, to feed upon them, 
and delight thyfelf with them, or to eat that which 
is forbidden, except the Law and Command of God 
be kept cloſe unto and obeyed. The Sun, that ir 
placed in the Midſt of the Works of God, muſt rule the 
Day, and the Children of it; and the Mon tbe Night. 
He that hath Wiſdom let him underſtand. The Voice 
of the Serpent muſt not be liſtened unto. If thou wilt 
keep thy Habitation, and preſerve thy Dwellmg-place 
in Paradice, in the Garden of God, thou mult &rzf 
it, and keep it. Keep thy Heart with all Diligence, 
If any Thing appears therein that would entice and 
allure thee to break the Law of God, fee that thea 
conſent not; ſee that thou do it not; but abide in the 
Kule and Dominion that God hath given thee, . 

| only 
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only over the Serpent, but over all the Works of his 
Hands. In io ſoing, thou wilt underſtand the Reaſon 
of the godly Jealouſy and Fear of the Apoſtle, who 
ſaid to ſuch as were brought to a good State, even 
eſpouſed ta one Huſband, in order io be preſented as a 
_ chaſte Virgin in Chriſt + (which: is a State very near the 
Marriage Union) 2 Cor. xi. 2, 3. I fear, ſaid he, 
let by any Means, as the Serpent beguiled Eve, through 
his Subtilty, ſo your Minds ſhould be corrupted from 
the Simplicity that is in Chriſt, *Tis thou that art 
eſpouſed: and adorned as a Bride for her Huſband ; 
that art come to the Simplicity that is in Chriſt ; 
that haſt eſcaped the Corruption that is in the World 
through Luſt ; that art reſtored, redeemed, and 
brought back again into Innocency, and haſt a Place 
in the Garden of God, that the Serpent would again 
betray, beguile and overthrow. T heretore keep in 
the Dominion, Power and Wiſdom, which God hath 
endued, armed and ſurrounded thee withal, and he. 
ſhall never prevail againſt thee. Look not at the 
firſt Adam, any otherwiſe than to take Warning by 
him, leſt thou receive the ſame Reward z but look 
at the ſecond Adam, in whom the Serpent, the De- 
ceiver, the Devil, hath no Part; tho be hath Power 
to tempt in Paradice, and to make War in Heaven, and 
appear before the Lord and accuſe ; neither could he 
ever deceive, overcome or prevail againſt him; ro 
more can he againſt thee, as thou keeps cloſe unto 
him, armed with his Power, and thy Mind ſtay'd 
#pon God thy Saviour. This will bring thee into a 
ſurer State than the firſt Adam had, and for a Time 
enjoy'd in Paradice; thou mayſt come to be not only 
taken and put into the Garden of God, 10 dreſs it and 
to keep it, but thou mayſt alſo be brought to have a 
Place in his. Houſe, in the Temple of God, and alſo 
be as a Pillar therein, and go no more forth, Thou 
mayſt become as Mount Sion that cannot be moved, 
| Thy 
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Thy Heart may be eſtabliſhed with Grace, and fixed 
upon the Rock that is higher than thee, * whom, 
neither the Devices and Allurements on the one hand, 
nor the Storms nor Tempeſts of the Enemy on the 
other, can prevail, Thou mayſt come to ſee Eye to 
Eye, and know as thou art known, Thou mayſt come 
to know the Lord one, and his Name one, the; firſt to 
be the laſt, and the laſt to be firſt, and thy heavenly 
Reſt with him, who is without Beginning or End; 
to whom he Praiſe for evermore! This is the bleſſed 
End of the Work of God, that all are to know 
wrought and accompliſhed in themſelves by Chriſt 
the Light, Power and Wiſdom of God. Hut in the 
Way to this End there is great Danger; as thou, 
that haſt been a Traveller therein, knoweſt right 
well; and there are many Things [wrtiten lor thy 
Comfort and for thy Learning in the holy Scriptures, 
which I would have thee eſteem a great Mercy that 
thou haſt the Uſe and Benefit of them; concerning 
which it is ſaid, 2 Tim. iii. 15, 16, 17. They.are able 
to make wiſe unto Salvation, through Faith in Chrif 
Zeſus. He is indeed the Wiſdom of God, the Opener 
of the Scriptures, the only Leader into the true Un- 
derſtanding of them; and it is through Faith, in him, 
that the Man of God comes to be made perfect, and 
throughly furniſhed to all good Works. It is the 
Man of God only, that hath the Comfort of the 
Scriptures, and that hath Unity and Fellowſhip with 
the holy Mens Spirits that gave them forth. It is he 
alone that underſtands them. They are as a ſealed 
Book to the Learned and Unlearned, to the Pro- 
feſſor, or nominal Chriſtian and Prophane. Great is 
the Myſtery of Godlineſs which 1s revealed to Babes, 
and hid from the wiſe and prudent School-men of this 
World, who make a Trade ot the Hiſtory of Godli- 
neſs for filthy Lucre's ſake, to the Danger of their 
own Souls and others, | 
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Now, tender Friend, that thou mayſt perſevere 
po fr thy Way, always remember the Counſel of 
Chriſt Jeſus, Take heed or pray that your Flight be not 
in the Winter, nor upon the Sabbath-day. Theſe two 
Seaſons are moſt dangerons. There is much in the 
Words: The Wiſdom of God ſpoke them, and 
thoſe that are endued with the ſame, only can un- 
derſtand them; and by the ſame thow mayſt be 
preſerved in and through the Winter, and be able to 
fay, the Wimer is paſt, and the Summer is come, and 
#he Singing of Birds is beard in thy Land; and alfo 
know the Lord of the Sabbath, and reſt in him, 
who is the Dwelling-place of his People in all Ages 
and Generations: To whom be Glory for ever and 
evermore. | | 

Thus I have briefly ſhewed how the inward Work, 
or new Creation ot God, holds parallel with the 
Hiſtory of the outward or old Creation, and what 
Danger attends thee, when thou art a Plant of God, 
even in Paradice itſelf, which Man loft through 
Diſobedience and Franigreffion. | 

J have it alſo in my Mind, briefly to ſet before 
thee, the Method and Order of the Wiſdom of God 
in thy Reſtoration, and the Danger that. attends in 
the Way thereto. This was ſhadowed forth in the 
Hiſtory of his People, under Oppreſſion in the Land 
of Egypt, Their Gries unio bim; his coming down to 
deliver them , his raiſing them a Captain or Leader 
bis bringing them out with a flirong Hand, leading them 
through the red Sea, deſtroying their Enemies therein, 
and bringing them to the Banks on the other Side; his 
giving them a Song of Deliverance and Salvation; lead- 
ing them through the Wilderneſs ; feeding them with 
Manna and Quails from Heaven, and Water out of the 
Rock ; going before them in a Pillar of Fire by Night, 
and a Pillar of Cloud by Day; bringing them to Mount 
Sina, and giving them his Law, Statutes and Fudg- 
ments , by whoſe Direction they prepared his — 
reare 
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reared up bis Tabernacle, faſtued the Sockets, ſet up 
the Boards, and put in the Bars thereof ; reared up his 
Pillars, brought the Ark of the Teſtimony into the Jaber- 
nacle, ſet Bread in order upon the Table; the Lamps 
lighted, ſweet Incenſe offered upon the golden Altar, and 
the Glory of the Lord appeared in the Tabernacle, and 
was their Guide in all their Journeys, This was 

lorious in its Time. And the Antitype, or Thing 
Cavified thereby, the travelling Chriſtian only under- 
ſtandeth. Theſe were great Helps, great Benefits 
and Bleſſings, accompanying them in the Way to 
the promiſed Land. 

Yet conſider, that notwithſtanding all theſe Things, 
and all their Experiences of the outſtretched Hand, 
Power and Preſence of the Lord, his Promiſes to the 
Obedient, and his Threatnings to the Rebellious and 
Diſobedient, yet they forgot the Lord, turned back 
in their Hearts, and fo through Unbeliet, Murmuring 
and Diſobedience, fell by the Way, and never entred 
into the Reſt, into the promiſed Land which flowed 
with Milk and Honey. All miſcarried and tell ſhort, 
that came out of Egypt through the red Sea, Sc. 
above twenty Years old, except Joſhua and Caleb; 
and when their Off-ſpring came to poſſeſs Canaan, 
the promiſed Land, conſider how in proceſs oi Time 
they corrupted themſelves, and grieved the Spirit of 
the Lord, through their Backſlidings and Abomina- 
tions, not only before, but alſo atter God had cauſed 
his Temple to be erected, and furniſhed in a moſt 
magnificent Manner with Veſſels of Gold, Silver and 
Braſs, and other coſtly Ornaments, with Holineſs to the 
Lord written thereon, and his own Preſence and glorious 
Appearance therein; after all this, through Sin and 
Diſobedience, they became a Prey to the Spoiler, and 
were made Captives, and carried away into a ſtrange 
E 

Theſe Things are written for the Learning and 
Warning of the wiſe in Heart, whoſe Eye God hath 
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opened, and to whom he hath revealed his Arm of 
Power, and done many wondrous Works in and for 
them; that they turn not again into Folly, Careleſ- 
neſs, Wantonneſs, Pride and Rebellion againſt the 
Spirit of God; that they deck not themſelves with 
God's Jewels, and play the Harlot with them, as 
thoſe did, and ſo receive the like Reward in the 
Myſtery as they did in the Hiſtory z of which there 
is as great Danger now in the Inward, as there was 
then in the Outward, Likewiſe in the Diſpenſation 
of the Spirit, in the End of the Prophets, I may alſo 
hint at the Work of God therein, and ſhew, that the 
ſame Danger attends Mankind in the Way thereof. 
The Myſtery of Godlineſs is great, and the Myſtery 
of Iniquity is great alſo, and happy art thou if thou 
abides in the Light of God, which makes them both 


manifeſt, It is not enough to know the Light to 


ſhine z but to walk and abide in it, and be a true 
Child of it. It is not enough to know the Spirit of 
Truth, and the Power of it; but to be led by it, 
Joined to it, become one with it, and to bting forth 
the Fruit thereof. It is not enough to know the Seed 
of the Kingdom, and the ſowing of it; but its break- 
ing through the Clods, and growing up, not only into 
the Stalk and Blade, but into the full Ear and Corn ; 
and not only ſo, but to be reaped and gathered into the 


Garner, for the Uſe of the Lord of the Harveſt, It is 


not enough to know one of the Days of the Son of 
Man, the Child born, and the Son given; but the 
Government upon his Shoulders, he reigning in thy 
Heart, his and thy Enemies deſtroyed, To attain 
thereto, according to the Phraſe uſed in the holy Scrip- 
tures, There is an Overſhadowing of the holy Ghoſt to 
be known, a begetting and forming Chriſt within to be 
known, and a travailing to bring forth, a being born, 
and a growing up from one Stature to another; from 
a Child to a young Man, from a young Man to an 
Elder, and a Suffering with Chriſt ; a taking up - 

roſs 


LF id 
Craſy daily and fallowing him; a Dying with him, 
and a Riſing with him, and a ſeeking thoſe Thin 


which are above, where Chriſt ſitteth at the right 
Hand of God. Thou muſt be riſen with Chriſt, 
before thou art in a Capacity to ſeek thoſe Things 
that are at the right Hand of God; but it is a farther 
State to find them, and to be ſeated in an heavenly 
Place in Chriſt Jeſus, and to fit down in the King- 
dom with Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob; and the far- 

theſt and greateſt State of all, is to know the Kin 
dom deliver d up unto the Father, and God become all in 
all; where the alone Safety is. Till which, though 
thou art a Diſciple of Chriſt, and become as a chaſte 
wiſe Virgin eſpouſed unto him, thou muſt watch and 
Pray keep. thy Lamp trimmed, and thy Light 
urning, leſt thou enter into Temptation; leſt thou 
ſlumber and ſleep, and the Door be ſhut againſt thee 3 
for there is a Poſſibility, yea, a real Danger of Loſs 
in all States and Growths, until thou gets into Abra- 
ham's Boſom. There the Gulph is known to be fixed. 
There is no changing States then, as is ſignified in 
the Parable of Dives and Lazarus, Luke xvi. Be- 
tween us and you there is a great Gulph fixed, ſo 
that they that would paſs from us to you cannot, nei- 
ther can they paſs to us that would come from thence. 
And to ſpeak a little according to this parabolical 
Diſcourſe between Abraham and Dives, They that 
would deſcend cannot; and they that would aſcend 
cannot: The one can do nothing againſt the Truth, 
he is ſo governed by it, ſo in Love and Unity with 
it; the other can do nothing for the Truth, he is ſo 
in Enmity and Hardneſs of Heart againſt it; having 
loſt his Day of Viſitation, is become ſcaled up in 
Darkneſs, in a Senſe of his Loſs; for this greatly 
adds to the Torments of the Wicked, to behold the 
bleſſed State of the Righteous afar off, and them- 
ſelves in a State of Torment and Miſery, crying and 
praying tor Mercy and — and cannot be heard 
2 nor 
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nor eaſed of their Pain, the Sun being ſet upon them, 
and their Day being turned into utter Darkneſs, 
which is become their Dwelling or Habitation, where 
the weeping, wailing, and gnaſhing of Teeth is. 

So, dear Friend, thou mayſt perceive by what I 
have briefly hinted, by the Current of the holy Scrip- 
tures, and by thy own Experience, that it is no 
ealy Thing to be a true Chriſtian, to go through the 
Work of Regeneration, of the new Creation of God 
in Chriſt Jeſus. It is no eaſy Thing to go through 
the Warfare, and be able to ſay with the Apoſtle, 
I have fought a good Fight, I have finiſhed my Courſe, 
henceforth 15 a Crown of Glory laid up for me ; and 
to come to the wearing of the Crown, and to be more 
than a Conqueror in him that hath loved thee. 

Theſe Things to witneſs and enjoy, is the bleſſed 
End of all the Diſpenſations of God ſince the Fall. 
He that is the Overcomer, is more than a Con- 


queror, he hath received the white Stone, wherein - 


the new Name is written, which none knoweth but he 
that bath it. He is the wife Merchant-man, that hath 
old all and purchaſed the Pearl of great Price, which 
excels all Things beſide. He hath Right to eat of 
the Tree ot Life, which grows in the Midſt of the 
Garden. He is bleſſed with all ſpiritual Bleſſings, 
in heavenly Places in Chrift Jeſus. He is a Co-heir, 
a Joint-heir with him; and not only ſo, but he is 
come into the Poſſeſſion of his Inheritance, This is 
his State, though he may meet with no better Enter- 
rainment in the World, than Chriſt the Captain of 
his Salvation, and his Diſciples did. 

So it is thy enjoying the Light of God's Counte- 
nance, thy being joined to the Lord, and being 
become one Spirit with hi. thy knowing the Mar- 
riage Union, thy Maker to be thy Huſband ; that is 
thy Comfort, thy Rejoicin , thy Crown and Diadem 
in Proſperity and in Adveility; in Heights and in 
Depths; in the Palace and in the Dungeon; in all 

| States, 
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States, Times and Places. Thou art the only happy 
Man, that art Partaker of theſe Things, though thy 
Goods may be ſpoiled, and thy Body in the Hands of 
thy Enemies; yet thou canſt really ſeal to the Truth 
of that Teſtimony of —_ viii. 18. J recton 
that the Sufferings of this preſent Time, are not worthy 
to be phe, a a 4 Glory that Hall be revealed in us. 
To thee this Time of Revelation is come; thou 
knoweſt the Lord come, and his Reward is with 
him an Hundred fold, even in this Time, and in the 
World to come, Life everlaſting. Godlineſs with Content 
is great Gain; it hath the Promiſes of all Good, 
preſent and to come. They that have reſigned up 
themſelves and all, into the Hand of God, have 
nothing to looſe, have nothing to take Care for, but 
to pleaſe the Lord; and it is the Meat and Drink of 
ſuch to do his Will, and his Paths are all Paths of 
Pleaſantneſs ; there is no Bitterneſs in the latter End 
of ſuch as walk therein. 

Conſider and be warned, by the Examples recorded 
in the holy Scriptures ; always remember, that they 
tell thee of a People that came to the Knowledge of 
God, his Laws and Ordinances, and Manner of Wor- 
ſhip which he himſelf commanded, which while per- 
formed in Sincerity of Heart, he was well pleaſed 
with, and his Bleſſings and Preſence accompanied 
them; but when they loſt Sincerity, Uprightneſs 
and Integrity of Heart, tho* they kept in the exact 
Practice and Performance of the outward Part of 
Worſhip, yet all their Performances were Abomina- 
tion to him, and rejected by him. This is teſtified 
by his Prophet [aiah, ſaying, He that kil;eth an On, 
is as if he ſlew a Man; he that ſacrificeth a Lamb, is 
as f be cut off a Dogs Neck; he that offereth an 
Oblation, as if he offered Swines Blood; he that burntth 
Incenſe, as if be bleſſed an Idol. This is mighty ſtrange 
to thoſe that know not the real Cauſe of it, that thoſe 


Services commanded, ſhould become ſo abominable in 
the 
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the Sight of him that commanded them. God looks 
at the Heart, at the Inſide ; if that be gone aſtray, 
if that be corrupted, degenerated, and fallen in Love 
with the Creatures, he accepts of nothing as well done 
from Man in this State; his Righteouſneſs and his 
Wickedneſs are both Abomination to him, This 
was a fore Evil the People fell into under the Diſ- 
penſation of the Law; they kept ſinning and ſacri- 
ficing, but neglected to hear and obey the Voice of the 
Lerd. Likewiſe in the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, 
even in the firſt Ages of it, the like Evil was creeping 
m. By the Preaching of the Apoſtles, many were 
brought to believe in Chriſt, and to make Profeſſion 
of him; and it ſoon grew to this paſs with ſome, 
that they were ready to fit down, or reſt in Pro- 
feſſion and Knowledge of Chriſt after the Fleſh, and 
to obſerve the Form of Godlineſs, but deny and 
neglect the Power. 


The Miniſters of Chriſt, in the primitive Times, 


had a great Work before them. 

Firſt, To perſwade and convince the Jews, that 
Jeſus was the Chriſt of God, the Meſſias promiſed 
and propheſied of by the holy Prophets, whom they 
perſecuted and flew in one Age, and honoured at leaſt 


with their Lips, and garniſhed *their Sepulchres in 


another. 

Secondly, To oppoſe the Continuance of their Tem- 
ple Worſhip, ſhadowy and typical Ordinances and 
Obſervances, which God once commanded ; and to 
bring them from under them to the Thing ſignified 
by them; and to believe in him who was the End 
and Subſtance thereof, who did fulfil all Righteouſ- 


neſs contained in the Law, in the Prophets and 


Jobn When they had brought People to believe, 
that Chriſt was the great Prophet which- God pro- 
miſed to raiſe up like unto Moſes, how ready were 
many of theſe Believers to ſit down in this Belief, and 
to content themſelves with a Knowledge of * 

after 
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after the Fleſh ; like as the Jews pleaſed themſelves 
with the Temple of the Lord, and with their out- 
ward Obſervances, while they wanted the Root of 
the Matter, viz. An upright, broken, contrite Heart ; 
which is and was the only Sacrifice God delighted in. 
So they were conſtrained to teſtify againſt the bare 
Knowledge of Chriſt after the Fleſh, FHenceforth we 
know no Man after the Fleſh ; yea, though we have 
known Chriſt after the Fleſh, wwe know bim ſo no more: 
Preſſing the Knowledge of him after the Spirit, re- 
vealed, maniteſted and known by the Operation of 
his Power and Spirit within, In whom this Know- 
ledge was wanting, they were Reprobates. It was not 
enough to know him born of the Virgin, and to in- 
creaſe in Wiſdom and Stature, and in Favour with 
God and Men, do many outward Miracles, preach 
many excellene Sermons, give forth many divine and 
heavenly Precepts, go up and down doing Good, 
Suffering by, tor, and becauſe of Sin and Sinners, 
Dying, Riſing and Aſcending into the Glory of his 
*ather. It was not ſufficient to know and believe 
the Hiſtory and Truth of theſe Things, in the primi- 
tive Times, neither is it now; but thou * alſo 
know and experience him in his ſpiritual Appearance, 
Power and Operation inwardly, and perſevere therein 
to the End of the Work thereof; without which, 
thou wilt be as formal a Chriſtian under the Profeſſion 
of Chriſt, and as much rejected in the Account of 
God, as the outward Jem was, when he kept in the 
outward Practice and Form of Religion, and cried 
up the Temple of the Lord and its Holineſs out- 
wardly, while he himſelf was a Temple of Unholineſs, 
Uncleanneſs and Corruption. 
So, dear Friend and fellow Traveller, that we may 
run to the End of our Race, and be certain of the 
Crown ; that we may fight, not as thoſe that beat 
the Air, but as thoſe that go on conquering and to 
conquer, keeping under all that would hinder us from 
running 
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running well to the End, and that would deprive us 
of the Crown, and betray us into the Hand of our 
Enemies ; that we may do this, let us always re- 


member the Sayings of the Apoſtle Paul, who was 


a wiſe experienced Traveller, and an able Miniſter 
of the new Covenant. 1 Cor. ix. I % run, not as 
wncertainly ; I fo fight, not as one that beateth the 
Ar; but I keep under my Body, and bring it into 
Subjection, leſt that by any Means, when I have preached 
to others, I myſelf become a Caſt-away. In the tenth 
Chapter he gives an Inſtance of the Jes, who were 
Baptized unto Moles in the Cloud, and in the Sea, and 
eat of the ſpiritual Meat, and drank of the ſpiritual 
Drink, even of the ſpiritual Rock that followeth them, 
which Rock was Chriſt , yet were overthrown in the 
Wilderneſs, and deſtroyed of the Deſtroyer ; becauſe 
when they did eat and drink, they roſe up to play, and 
luſted after evil Things ; now, faith he, theſe Things 
happened unto them for Enſamples, and they are 
written for our Admonition or Learning, upon whom 
the Ends of the World are come; wherefore let bim 
that ihinketh he ſtands, take beed leſt be fall, From 
which Sayings, with our own Experience, we may 
obſerve and conclude, That it is the Duty of Teachers 
and Preachers, Hearers and Learners, Eaters and 
Drinkers, even in the ſpiritual Diſpenſation, to take 
heed that they run well to the End, that they fight 
well to the End, that they eat and drink worthily, 
left Judgment overtake them while the Meat is in 
their Mouths ; even as it hath ſome in this Genera- 
tion, who after they knew God, did not glority him 

God, but became vain in their Imaginations; and 
their fooliſh Hearts have deceived them to that de- 
gree, that under the very Form and Profeſſion of 
Chriſt, in his ſpiritual Appearance and Work in the 
inward Parts, ew oppole and reſiſt the Thing itſelf, 
both in themſelves and others; and the Miſt and 
Myſtery of Iniquity hath ſo wrought in them, that 
they 
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they cannot ſee nor underſtand the ſame. This ſore 
Evil all ſhall certainly eſcape, who make it their 
daily Practice to walk in the Fear of the Lord, 
and to keep their Minds exerciſed in his Law, medi- 
tating upon his Mercies and Judgments, new and 
old, paſt and preſent ; ſo doing, no Evil can prevail 
nor overtake ſuch unawares. 

So, dear Friend and Reader, whoſe Good, in write- 
ing I chiefly aim at, I defire thee to be weighty and 
ſerious in reading, as I have been in writing, and thou 
wilt find the Benefit and Comfort thereot, as I have 


done, miniſtred into thy own Boſom; and thou wilt 


not only clearly perceive and underſtand the Difference 
between the light careleſs reading, hearing, profeſſing 
and talking of good Things, and the ſerious weighty 
Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment of them; but alſo betwixt 
the Beginning, Progreſs and End of the Work of 
God in the new Creation, Reſtoration, Regeneration 
and Salvation, 

So to the Grace of God which leadeth unto Glory, 
and from one Degree of Glory unto another, I do 
heartily commend thee ; which Grace is ſufficient 
to teach thee all Good, and preſerve thee from 
all Evil; and in the ſame I remain thy Friend 
and Brother, 


W. SHEWEN, 
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MeEepiTaTIONs and EXPERIENCES. 


I. T is a precious Thing to know what the 

I Croſs of Chriſt is, and how to take it up, and 
make Uſe of it; for indeed, it is no leſs than 7he 
Power that crucifies Sin, and ſaves from it; which 
Chriſtendom too generally being ignorant of, ſets up 
ſomething elſe inſtead thereof, and jo Sin remains alive 
uncrucified, and Salvation is wanted; for it is not all 
the gold, ſilver, and wooden Croſſes, nor voluntary 
Humility, in the whole World, that is able to crucify 
one Sin, as to the Nature of it, nor to make any one 
Diſciple, nor enable to watch with Chriſt one Hour, 
nor follow him one Step in the Regeneration. 


II. It is a bleſſed State, to know the Eye of the 
Mind, not only opening, but, opened; thereby is 
Ability and Wiſdom witneſſed to read in the Book 
of Lite, wherein all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and 
Knowledge are hid ; and he or ſhe that knoweth this 
Light ſhining, this Eye opened in them, walks and 
ſtumbles not. This Eye and Light within, is that 
which Chriſtendom too much deſpiſe and reject, there- 
fore walk in Darkneſs and ſtumble, and know not 
whither they go. Whilſt we ourſelves did ſo, we 
were Darkneſs, walked in it, and our Feet ſtum- 
bled upon the dark Mountains. 

That which ſhut and ſtopped this Eye, and 


darkned this Light within, in the Beginning, was Sin 


and Tranſgreſſion, whereby Mankind loſt the Sight 


and Enjoyment of his Creator. And this I teſtity 
That no People upon the Face of the Earth, come 
to witneſs this Eye of the Mind opened again, but as 
they come to experience that Power in themſelves 
which 


„ 


which crucifies Sin, and ſaveth and redeemeth out 


of Tranſgreſſion, and are alſo obedient and ſubject 
unto it. 


III. The Remembrance of the firſt Day's Work is 
very precious, even the Separation of the Light from 
the Darkneſs within, whereby we came to know each, 
its Name and Nature, and to have our Minds turned 
from the Darkneſs within, to the Light within; from 
the Power of Satan within, to the Power of God 
within ; from the Teachers and Books without, to 
the Grace, the Anointing, the True Teacher within. 
The Remembrance of this is very precious; And now 
what remains, but that we walk in this Light, that 
we may be Children -of it indeed, and that we be 
always obedient to this Power, and learning of this 
Anointing, till we are fully learned. It is the Sub- 
ſtance of all ; it is the End of all Words and Write- 
ings; yea, it is the End of all the Diſpenſations of 
God ſince the Beginning. 


IV. The precious Light which ſhineth in the 
Heart, is the everlaſting Day of God, in which he 
walks, and in which he works, Bleſſed are thoſe 
that walk with him, and work with him ; they can 
tell of his mighty Acts, and ſpeak of his wonderous 
Works. Thoſe that walk in this Light, and are 
become Children of this Day, are Witneſſes of the 
true everlaſting Worſhip, which is in the Spirit and 
in the Truth. Such are come to the Subſtance and 
End of all the legal Adminiſtrations and Temple 
Worſhip, which conſiſted much in daily killing, and 
daily offering of Bullocks, Rams and Lambs, Sc. 
Now thoſe that are come to the Worſhip in Spirit, 
witneſs a daily dying, and a daily offering, till Death 
is known. Such know, that it is eaſter to kill a 
Bullock or a Ram outwardly, than to kill or mortify 
the beaſtly Nature within 5 And it is a greater Work 
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to witneſs the Will wholly reſigned up into the Will 
of the Lord, and the Thoughts and Imaginations 
brought down into the Obedience of the Croſs, than 
to perform the outward Part of Worſhip commanded 
in the Law. I teſtify to all, that thoſe who' know 
not the beaſtly Nature ſlain, and offered up in them- 
ſelves, and their Thoughts and Wills ſubſected, are 
not come to the End of the Law, nor from under 
it, nor to the one everlaſting Offering, Chriſt Jeſus, 


V. It is very precious, not only when we meet 
together, but at all Times, to feel our Minds exer- 
ciſed by, and meditating in the Law of the Lord, which 
is ſpiritual, Thoſe that are exerciſed in this Law of 
the Spirit of Lite, and walk in Obedience to it, no 
Evil nor Temptation ſhall prevail againſt 3 but they 
will witneſs Salvation for Walls and Bulwarks. Some 
were Witneſſes of old, that the Law of the Lord was 
pure and perfect. Many are Witneſſes of the ſame 
this Day, and know it fo by the Operation of it; 
and know themſelves Subjects of that Law, which is 
ſpiritual within, which judgeth every vain Thought, 
and every idle Word, and bringeth down every vain 
Imagination. It is a bleſſed State, to be meditating 
in this Law Day and Night. For J teſtify, that this 
Law of the Spirit of Life within, was Mankind's 
Rule, whereby he walked innocently and uprightly 
before Tranſgreſſion entered, and before outward 
Characters were invented, or before any outward 
Law was written or engraved on Tables of Stone. 
To this again are many called, and many are coming, 
and come; and ſor ever bleſſed are thoſe that walk 
therein, and are ruled thereby. 


VI. The true Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt is very 
precious; to know him as he was before Abrabam 
was, and to know the Knowledge of him after the 
Fleſh paſs away. Such know him to be the Tree of 


Life, 
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Life, which grows in the midft of the Garden of 
God, fit under his Shadow with great Delight, and 
his Fruit is ſweet to their Taſte, They that eat 
thereof, know that Food which the World is igno- 
rant of, and is beyond Words. Fruit and Eating are 
more than Words. Such are come to witneſs the 
Goſpel Promifes fulfilled, and they need no Man to 
teach them 3 no Man need to fay to his Neighbour, 
Know the Lord; for the Knowledge of him abounds 
in their Hearts. 

That which makes the Meetings of the Righteous 
to differ from all other Meetings in the World, is to 
feel Jeſus the Saviour in the midſt of them, and to 
feel their Hearts and Minds in Unity and Fellowſhip 
with him. This Feeling and Knowing, tranſcends 
all Words and Profeſſions ; for, for a 'Time Chriſt's 
very Diſciples did not a know him, whilſt he was 
with them in that prepared Body; therefore a 
Remnant can call that Day bleſſed, wherein their 
Minds were turned from the Darkneſs within, to the 
Light within, which reveals and makes Chriſt mani- 
feſt again, as he was with the Father before the World 
began, and as he was before Abraham was, 


VII. It is now as truly witneſſed as it was of old, 
That the Eye of the Lord runs to and fro througb the 
Earth, bebolding the Evil and the Good; even that 
Eye which ſearcheth the Heart, and trieth the Reins, 
and ſheweth to Man his Thoughts. Our Happineſs 
conſiſteth in this, that we have a Teſtimony within 
ourſelves, that our Hearts are upright and ſincere in 
the Sight of this Eye. This was it which God had 
Reſpect unto in all Ages; for when his choſen People 
the Jews degenerated from Uprightneſs of Heart, 
notwithſtanding they kept in the outward Perform- 


- ances and Obſervations, as keeping appointed Feaſts, 


new Moons, and Sabbath-days, ſolemn Aſſemblies, kill- 
tag, and offering Sacrifices, &c. yet all theſe Things, 
| while 
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while their Hearts were gone aſtray from him, and 
were not upright and ſincere in the Sight of this Eye 
of the Lord, their Performances were not accepted, 
but were Abomination unto him, 

It is a precious Thing to witneſs, that our Hearts 
are upright in the Sight of the Lord, or before his 
Eye, that runs to and fro through the Earth; that 
that Sin may never overtake us, which ovettook 
the Jews of old, viz. to keep the, outward Form, and 
loſe the Power, Our ſolemn Aſſembling, our Form 
of found Words, and our outward Demeanour, which 
the Lite of Truth led us into at firſt ; if we feel not 
the ſame Life accompanying of us, and preſerving us 
in it, that we may be a living People, walking up- 
rightly before the Lord; I ſay, without this, all is 
vain and unprofitable. 

It is the honeſt and upright Heart that is the good 
Ground, where the Seed of the Kingdom grows and 
proſpers, and brings forth acceptable Fruit. 


VIII. It is a very precious Thing, to witneſs a 
true Waiting upon the Lord. Many great and glorious 
Promiſes are made to thoſe that truly wait upon him. 
They that wait upon the Lord ſhall want no good Thing : 
This, to witneſs and enjoy, is the Subſtance of all. 
While we waited upon invented Means, Men and 
Books, upon our own Thoughts and Imaginations, 
our own Wiſdom and Underſtanding, we wanted 
the good Things; theſe were not ſufficient t6 lead us 
to the Knowledge, nor the Enjoyment of them, ; 

Hereby may all Chriſtendom, ſo called, be tried 
and judged, even by this one Word ; they pretend 
a Worſhipping and Waiting upon the Lord, but they 
want the good Things, and the evil Things abound 
amongſt them; ſo are hereby found talſe Wit- 
neſſes, who ſay they wait upon the Lord, and he hath 
not fulfilled his Promiſes to them. A Remnant are 
at this Day true and faithful Witneſſes, that the Lord 
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is faithful, juſt and true to his Promiſes, and that he 
hath fitted and furniſhed them with the heavenly 
Treaſures, the good Things of his Kingdom, as they 
truly wait upon him. This Waiting doth not begin 
when our ſolemn Meetings begin, neither doth it end 
with them, but remaineth always. 


IX, The Truth in itſelf is very precious, and the 
Revelation and Knowledge of it in our Hearts, is 
alſo very precious. It is in this Truth, that God is 
worſhipped with that Worſhip which is more accept- 
able than all the Worſhips in the World, whoſe 
Worſhippers profeſs the Truth in Words, but know 
it not, neither are they made free by it; ſo are found 
falſe Worſhippers and falſe Witneſſes ; for the Reve- 
lation and Knowledge of the Truth brings to Free- 
dom, Freedom from Sin; gives Power over vain 
Thoughts, over Paſſions, over the Will and inordi- 
nate Affections, and alſo removes the Ground from 
whence all Evil ſprings. 

The Revelation and Knowledge of this Truth, 
brings into that Righteouſneſs which exceeds the 
Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees ; it makes 
clean the Inſide. All other Knowledge and Religion 
in the World, makes clean but the Outſide at moſt ; 
but this the Inſide, and then the Outſide will be 
clean alſo, 

Oh! what a Lamentation may be taken up for 
the greater Part of Mankind, who are not only 
Strangers to the Revelation and powerful Operation 
of the Truth in the inward Parts, but alſo through the 
Wiles of the Enemy of their Souls everlaſting Peace, 
are begotten into a Belief, That it is impoſſible to witneſs 
a clean Inſide, and to be delivered from all Evil on this 
Side the Grave. They are eaſily perſwaded, that the 
Enemy of their Souls is always near them, ready on 
the right Hand and on the lett, to draw them aſide 
into the Way wherein they ought not to walk * 
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have no Knowledge nor Faith in the heavenly Truth, 
Virtue and Power preſent, which is able to fave out 
of all Temptations, and to deliver out of the Snares 
of Satan; and therefore are taken captive at his 
Pleaſure, 

In this State we ourſelves were; but now the 
Knowledge of the Truth is come, and the powerful 
Operation of it we are Witneſſes of. Let us perſe- 
vere and walk in the ſame, that we may witneſs the 
End of its Work, which is to finiſh and make an 
End of Sin, and bring in everlaſting Righteouſneſs, 
This is the Subſtance of all, and the End of the 
Truth revealing itſelf. 

Now in the preſent Senſe and Enjoyment of the 
| Revelation and Knowledge of the powerful Opera- 
tion of the Truth within, in our own Hearts, we 
cannot but call to Mind the Days paſt, in which the 
Lord waited to be gracious unto us, and followed us 
with his Mercies and with his Judgments ; often 
knocked at the Door of our Hearts, and often ap- 
* unto us, though we knew him not; and his 

ng-ſuffering was great, wherein he waited to ſhew 
himſelf kind and gracious unto us, ſtanding at the 
Door till his Locks were wet with the Drops of the 
Night, and we let him not in, neither receiv'd his 
Kindneſs, becauſe we neither knew him, nor his 
Love. 

But now he hath revealed himſelf unto us, he hath 
opened that Eye that can fee him, and our Hearts to 
receive him, and is come to make his Abode with 
us. Oh! Friends, how are we engaged to walk 
anſwerable to this great Love, which we are made 
Partakers of ! Indeed we love him, becauſe he firſt 
loved us. We wait upon him, becauſe he firſt waited 
upon us. May not we fay, as ſome of old ſaid, 
What manner of Love is this, that wwe ſhould be called 
the Sons of God, and be Inheritors of ſuch precious 
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Promiſes, and Poſſeſſors of the Knowledge of that 
one everlaſting Truth which makes free 

But Friends, when the Knowledge of this Truth is 
enjoyed, there is a Poſſibility of loſing it again; the 
holy Spirit which ſealeth and eſtabliſheth in it, 1t it be 
grieved, it will not do its Work, and à vain Thought, 
given place unto, will grieve it ; an idle Word will 
grieve it: Therefore it concerns us all, to wait and 
watch in that which preſerveth and keepeth out of all 
Evil, viz. the Light, tor ever. 


X. It is a bleſſed and happy State, to have he 
Teſtimony within ourſelves, that our Minds are exerciſed 
in that wherein ſtands the everlaſting univerſal Wor- 
ſhip, which is not limited to Time nor Place. 

This Worſhip is not like the Worſhips which are 
among the Sects in the World, who pretend only to 
worſhip God in certain Places, and at certain Times, 
and think God is pleaſed with their pretended ſerving 
him one Day in ſeven, or one Hour in ſeven ; though 
at other Times they ſerve themſelves and the evil 
one, ſpeak their own Words, think their own 
Thoughts, and do their own Works. 

Oh ! it is lamentable to behold, when I look over 
the State of Chriſtendom, and ſee the Apoſtacy it is 
degenerated into, retaining ſomething of the Form, 
but denying the Power. 

Here is our Bleſſedneſs and true Happineſs, that 
we have our Minds excerciſed in the heavenly Light 
that brings to, and preſerveth in the true everlaſting 
Worſhip which is inward, in the Spirit and in the 
Truth; which all Temple and Jeruſalem Worſhip out- 
wardly at certain Times, and ſet Places, were but a 
Type and Figure of. This Worſhip in the Spirit and 
in the Truth, is the Antitype, it is the Subſtance of 
all thoſe typical, temporary Worſhips. Oh! my 
Friends, let none of us be found out of this everlaſt- 
ing univerſal Worſhip, __ doth not begin when 
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we meet together to wait upon the Lord a few Hours; 
to be refreſhed together in the Senſe of his Preſence 
neither doth it end when we part, 

And Friends, this reſts upon my Spirit to teſtify, 
that none can enjoy true Bleſſedneſs and ſpiritual 
Conſolation to their Souls, tarther than they have a 
Teſtimony in themſelves, that they walk in the pre- 
cious everlaſting Light that now ſhineth. To this 
Light our Minds were at firſt turned, in which God 
dwells and in which the Worſhip in Spirit and Trutb 
is learned and performed, in this Age as in Ages paſt, 
The Way is, and hath been throughout all Genera- 
tions, ON E, and it is a plain Path-way; the way- 
faring Man, though a Fool, cannot err in it. 

In this Light, many are now Witnefles that God 
oved them, even while Sinners; and that in the 
Days of their Darkneſs and Ignorance he waited upon 
them, to ſhew himſelf gracious ; though then they 
had no Faith in him, no Eſteem for him, neither 
could they ſee any Comlineſs in him, his Viſage being 
more marr'd than any Man's. Thus he appeared, till 
the Light ſhined out of the Darkneſs, and gave the 
Knowledge of his Glory; which as they walked in, 
they became living Witneſſes of his Power in Salva- 
tion, Redemption, and Tranſlation trom Darkneſs 
and the Power of Satan, to the marvelous Light and 
Power of God; out of the corrupt Nature and Dege- 
neration, into the pure divine Nature and Regenera- 
tion; and ſo became Plants and Trees of Righteouſ- 
neſs, bearing Fruit unto God, and giving him the 
Glory and Praiſe of all his Works, who alone is 
worthy throughout all Generations, for ever. 


XI. It is a bleſſed State, always o live in the Senſe 
and Feeling of that Love which firſt viſited us, wherein 
our Minds were turned to the Light which ſhined in 
the Darkneſs; for we were then Darkneſs z which 
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Light then made manifeſt and revealed unto us the Gift 
of God given to us, which is compared to a little 
Leaven, to a Grain of Seed, to a Pearl hid in the 
Field. It is precious to know the Leaven io work, 
the Seed to grow, the Field to be purchaſed, and the 
Pearl found, bought and poſſeſſed. This is more than 
Talk and Profeſſion. 

Now can many ſay, as was witneſſed of old, Ve 
are come unto him as unto a living Stone, elect and 
precious, and we are kept by the Power of him unto 
Salvation, and we are in him in whom there is no Con- 
d-mnation : Thus to read and witneſs the Scriptures, 
is beyond all the Talk and Notions that are in the 
World which lies in Wickedneſs, where the Guilt and 
Condemnation is. 

As we continually live in the Senſe and Feeling 
of that precious Love which at firſt, ſought us out, 
and pulled ſome of us as Brands out ot the Fire, 
and others as Swine wallowing in the Mire; as we 
remain ſenſible of this Love, we ſhall feel our Hearts 
more and more engaged to walk worthy of it; and 
not only profeſs Grace, but live under it; not only pro- 
feſs Light, but walk in it, that we may be perfect 
Children of it; for if we live not the Life of what 
we proteſs, forer Judgments will purſue us than many 
others, who are called as we are, but have not taſted 
of the heavenly Power as we have. Therefore it 
concerns us to be watchtul, and retain our firſt Love ; 
for it is poſſible, atter the Houſe is fewert and gar- 
wiſhed, and the unclean Spirits caſt forth, that they may 
return and enter again. There; ore it is very precious 
not only to know that bleſſed Power that caſteth 
forth the unclean Spirit, and ſweepeth and garniſheth 
the Houſe with heavenly Treaſures ; but allo to dwell 
and abide in the tame, by it to be preſerved rom 
being defiled again. This is the Subſtance of the 
Chriſtian Religion. This is the End of all miniſtring, 
ipeaking and writing. This is more than hearing 
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ten thouſand Sernfons. Let us always remain in the 
Feeling of, and Obedience to this Power, and we 
Hall never fall. 


XII. It is more than Words can expreſs, 10 fed 
and enjoy that wherein the Kingdom of Heaven ſtands. 
It is written in the holy Scriptures, That the Kingdom 


of Heaven ſtands not in Meats and Drinks, and out- 


ward Maſbings; but in the Power and Foy of the holy 
Spirit, To enjoy this, is the Subſtance of all; but 
none come to receive the Joy of the holy Spirit, but 
ſuch only who are kept by the Power in which the 
Kingdom ſtands ; which Power preſerveth from Evil, 
and keepeth from falling into Temptation. Many 
may come to the Knowledge of this Power, and may 
— it, and have ſome Faith in it; which is 
yond all notional Sectarians in Chriſtendom, yet if 
they live not obedient to it, and witneſs a being kept 
by it to the End, they come not to be Children of 
this Kingdom, nor to ſit down in it, nor enjoy the 
Comfort and Pleaſures thereof. | 
The bare Profeſſion and Knowledge of the Power 
is little worth, but a being preſerved by it ; for if 
any enter into Evil and Temptation, ſuch grieve the 
holy Spirit, ſo cannot have the Joy of it, wherein 
the Kingdom ſtands. This is that which chiefly dif- 
tinguiſheth us from the divers Sects in Chriſtendom, a 
being preſerved in the Power, and not a talking of it 
only, It is written in the holy Scriptures of Truth, 
that Chriſt Jeſus, the ſecond Adam, when he was 
tempted by the Devil with ſore and grievous Tempt- 
ations, eat nothing, but by the Power of his Father 
that dwelt in him, withſtood the Devil and all his 
Temptations ; and when he departed from him, 
Angels miniſtred unto him. This ſame Power which 
preſerveth in Temptations, and keepeth from eating 
or receiving the Bait of the Enemy or Tempter, are 
we 
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we all to witneſs in the Time of Trial and Hour of 
Temptation. 

It was the firſt Adam that eat when he was tempt- 
ed. Now his cating implies a taking or letting in 
ſomething 3 a giving place to the Devil's Bait, where- 
by the Temptation entered. He did not ſtand in the 
Power wherein the heavenly Kingdom ſtands, which 
is able to preſerve, as did the ſecond Adam : So de- 
parting trom this, he loſt the Joy of the holy Spirit, 
which the Kingdom ſtands in ; as all the Children of 
the firſt Adam do, who have not Faith in that Power 
that ſaveth out of Temptation, 

This is the Subſtance of the Chriſtian Religion, 
which we are called to the Profeſſion and Poſſeſſion 
of, viz. The Power and Joy of the holy Spirit, in which 
the Kingdom ftands ; which Power ſtrikes at the Root 
of all the Wickedneſs and Evil in the World, and is 
the Axe that is laid to the Root of the evil Tree, 
which has grown up in the Apoſtacy. This is that 
by which Chriſtendom muſt be reformed. No ſound 
Reformation but by this in the particular, and in the 
general. 

Friends are Witneſſes, and many could ſeal it with 
their Lives, that there is no other Way nor Means- 
appointed of God, to come to ſit down in the King- 
dom of Heaven, nor to attain everlaſting Salvation, 
but by believing in the Power of God, in the 
Light of Chriſt within, to which our Minds have 
been directed. Indeed, among the many Sects in 
Chriſtendom, there are divers other Means and Ways 
invented and ſet up; but we know them all to be 
Vanity. We have tried and proved them, and 
know there is nothing of Worth in them. We are 
now come to the true and living Way, the ancient 
Path, in which the Righteous in all Ages ever walked. 
Now this remains, that we always teel our Hearts 
engaged to walk in this Way, and to keep ſenſible of 
that Power which ſaveth from Evil, that 2 
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adorn our Profeſſion; for if any, that profeſs this 
everlaſting Way, enter into Temptation, or commit 
Evil, they do not adorn their Profeſſion, but are 
a Scandal to it, and lay a Stumbling- block in the 
Way of others, who are where we were, when 
wandering in deſolate Places, and travelling in the 
deſart howling Wilderneſs. The Day of ſuch will 
be turned into Darkneſs, and the Curſe due to him 
that lays a Stumbling-block in the Way of the Blind, 
and that leadeth him out of his Way, will fall upon 
him. - | 

Therefore it concerns all to be watchful, and per- 
ſevere in that which is good, to be as Lights of the 
World, and as the Salt of the Earth indeed; that 
we may never leave ſhining, nor loſe our Savour. 
Whatſoever was writ aforetime, was writ for our 
Learning; and it is profitable to meditate and con- 
ſider, that many in former Ages had much Expe- 
rience of the Power and Preſence of the Lord, ſaw - 
many of his wonderous Works, and travelled through 
the red Sea and Wilderneſs, to the Borders of the 
promiſed Land; yet through Murmuring and Diſo— 
bedience entred not therein, nor did enjoy the End 
of the Lord in bringing them out of Egypt's Land. 
And many may in this Age fall ſhort as they did, if 
we walk not cloſe with the Lord, and learn by what 
is written to take Warning, leſt by Diſobedience 
and Unbelief, we fall ſhort of receiving the great 
Recompence of Reward. 


XIII. The Bread of the Kingdom, is the Joy of 
the holy Spirit felt and known within, which ſatisfieth 
and refreſheth the Soul. This is the Bread which 
comes down from Heaven. The Shew-bread, in the 
outward Temple, was a Type and Figure of this 
Bread, which is indeed the Antitype and Subſtance 
thereof, The Table, in the outward Temple of the 
Lord, was furniſhed with outward Bread : As we 
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witneſs our Bodies the Temple of the Lord, we ſhall 
enjoy this Bread, which that was but the Type and 
Shadow of. This is the Bread that filleth and ſatisfi- 
eth the Hungry, when Huſks and all outſide Things 
cannot. 


XIV. Many are living Witneſſes in this Day, as 
of old, that the Foundation of God ſtands ſure; and 
that this Foundation, as now made maniteſt, was the 
Foundation of the Righteous in all Ages ; that the 
Light, Grace and Spirit of God within, which 
mixeth not with vain Thoughts and evil Imagina- 
tions, but diſcovers them and judgeth them, is this 
Foundation. This is the Stone the Builders in their 
natural Wiſdom reject and deſpiſe, and cry up other 
Stones, and invent other Foundations, according to 
the Imaginations of their own Hearts. 

Now it is a bleſſed Thing, and the Duty of every 
Particular, to witneſs themſelves living Stones, built 
upon this Foundation, and to have their Hearts and 
Minds united to it, and framed with it. 


XV. The ſame Grace, the ſame Anointing, 
which was the Saints Teacher in the primitive Times, 
is revealed and witneſſed in this our Day and Time. 
It is a bleſſed Thing always to learn of him ; for many 
that have come to the Revelation of this Teacher, 
not waiting low in that which did reveal him, that 
Self might be made of no Reputation, and the Will 
and ſelfiſn Spirit brought down, have been deceived, 
and have learned of the falſe Teacher, the Antichriſt, 
inſtead of the true, yet under the Name of the true; 
this hath happened in ſome among ourſelves, ſince we 
were a People; tor this know, that no People ever 
worſhipped the Whore the Mother ot Harlots, the 
Braſt, lalſe Prophet and Antichriſt, under thoſe 
Names and Denominations 3 but being deceived, 
gave them good Names, and believed her to be the 

\ true 


30 


true Woman, the Lamb's Wife, the true Prophet, 
and the true Chriſt. This hath been the State of all 
the Apoſtates in Chriſtendom; for as the Myſtery of 
Godlineſs is great, ſo is the Myſtery of Iniquity great 
alſo; and there is none but thoſe that come truly to 
learn of the Grace of God, the Anointing within, 
that are able to diſcern between the one and the 
other. 7 

Therefore it is precious always to learn of the 
Grace and Anointing, and to walk in the Light which 
our Minds were at firſt directed to; this reveals the 
deep Things of God, and finds out the hidden Things 
of Eſau. 

The very Remembrance of the Time wherein our 
Minds were turned from the Ways, Inventions and 
Teachings of Men without, to the Light, Grace and 
Anointing within, is very precious; for hereby we 
are made Partakers of a Meaſure of the fame Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Revelation, which John wrote his Book of 
the Revelation in. The ſame Spirit which he was 
led by, to give Names to Things according to their 
Nature, and not according to Appearance, is now 

ain witneſſed. The great Whore the Mother of 

lots, the Beaſt and falſe Prophet, and the golden 
Cup that is held forth to the Nations, the Antichriſt 
in the Temple, and the great red Dragon that 70h 
ſaw in Heaven, by the ſame Spirit are now revealed 
and judged ; and as we keep our Hearts and Ears 
open to this Teacher, we can never be deceived by 
them again. 

All the nominal Profeſſors and Sects in Chriſtendom, 
who learn not of this Teacher, are ſo far deceived, 
that they believe the Whore is the Lamb's Wite, 
and her golden Cup, the Cup of Bleſſing, and ſo are 
greedily drinking of it; not diſcerning the falſe Pro- 

het and Antichriſt from the true, becauſe he gets 
into the Temple of God, and cloaths himſelf like 
unto an Angel of Light, and like unto 3 
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Chriſt: Such take the great red Dragon, that ap- 
pears in Heaven, to be the Lamb ot God. 

Theretore it is a bleſſed Thing, always to keep 
our Minds ſtayed, and our Feet walking in the hea- 
venly Light that now ſhineth, which reveals the true 
Teacher, that teacheth and diſcovers all Things, and 
gives to {ee to the Ground and Foundation of Things; 
to diſcern Spirits; and keeps out of that wherein the 
Myſtery of Iniquity prevails. 

All the Teachings of Men and Books in the World, 
are but Droſs and Dung in comparilon of this divine 
Teacher the Light, Spirit and Grace of God within. 
This was Man's Teacher and Guide before Books 
were written; before an outward Law was written 3 
and this I teftify, in the Word of the Lord, that the 
Teachings of all Men, Books and Writings, which 
tend to divert the Mind of Mankind from this divine 
Teacher within, are vain and unprofitable, and pro- 
ceed from that Wiſdom which is Earthly, ſenſual and 
deviliſh ; and all that lend an Ear unto it, are capti- 
vated in the Myſtery of Iniquity; ever Icarning, and 
never able to come to the Knowledge of the Truth 
which makes free, fo long as they abide under ſuch 
Teachers, 

Many are living Witnefles, that as they gave up 
to be taught, and led by the true Teacher the 
Anointing within, they ſoon became wiſer than all 
their former Teachers, 

XVI. The fame everlaſting Power, which pre- 
ſerved the Righteous in all Ages paſt out of Evil, 
and from falling into Temprations, is now revealed 
and witneſſed in this our Day and Age; even the ſame 
Power and Arm of Salvation that preſerved 70% p 
in Egypt, Job in all his Trials and Temptations, 
Daniel and the three Children, and all the primitive 
Prophets and Chriſtians, out of all the fiery T rials, 
Aſſaults and Buffetings of Satan they met withal. 
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Therefore it is a bleſſed Thing to be truly ac- 
quainted with this Power, and always to live in the 
Senſe of it; for it is poſſible that People may come 
to the Knowledge of this Power, and make a Pro- 
feſſion of it, and witneſs Salvation and Redemption 
by it, in a great meaſure z yet if they wait not low 
in their Minds, till it has fully wrought the Work 
of Salvation and Redemption in them, or wholly 
brought every Thought and Imagination into the 
Obedience of Chriſt, ſubdued their own Wills and 
ſelfiſh Spirit, and know Self made of no Reputation 
and nailed to the Croſs ; I ſay, without this, they 
may fall into the Snare of the Devil again, be cap- 
tivated and led into Temptation again : For it is 
about ſuch, the Tempter and Deſtroyer goes like a 
roaring Lion ſeeking to devour, even thoſe, out of 
whom he hath been caſt and diſpoſſeſſed. It is writ- 
ten, He rules in the Hearts of the Children of Diſobe- 
dience, He needs not go about ſuch, * being got. 
within them; there he is in his Throne. 

But it is about the Righteous, out of whom he 
hath been caft, he goeth, who are redeemed trom 
under his Power, and tranſlated out of his King- 
dom; it is againſt ſuch he appears not only like a 
roaring L.ion, but as a ſubtil Serpent, and Angel of 
Light. . 

Therefore it is a bleſſed Thing, always to live in 
the Senſe, Knowledge and Feeling of this ancient 
Power, which alone ſaveth and delivereth in the midſt 
of all Trials and Beſetments of the evil one; as the 
Eye of the Mind and Underſtanding is fixed upon it, 
no Temptation can prevail; and to know thy Faith 
increaſed in it : for Faith in this Power of God 1s 
compared to a Shield, which is able to quench all 
the fiery Darts o: the Devil, and to give Victory 
over him, 
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Now that which was our Miſery and Loſs in the 
Time of our Ignorance and Darkneſs, is the Mifery 
and Loſs of Mankind in their unregenerate State. 
We had no Faith in the Spirit of God, which con- 
vinceth the World of Sin. We did not believe, 
that the ſame Hand of Power that ſmote us for Sin 
and Tranſgreſſion, was able and ſufficient to heal us; 
neither did we regard the Strivings of God's Spirit 
within 3 neither did we give heed to him that ſtood 
at the Door of our Hearts and knocked, who long 
waited to ſhew himſelf gracious unto us; and was as 
a Light ſhining in Darkneſs, but we regarded it not, 
and ſo did not know the Virtue and powerful Opera- 
tion of it. In this unbelieving diſobedient State, we 
were Children of Wrath as well as others, but having 
obtained Mercy to be faithful, we have now, in the 
State above, left all the World captivated, by rea- 
ſon of their Unbelief and Hardneſs of Heart. 

And herein is the Love, exceeding Kindneſs and 
Mercy of God manifeſt, in that he loved us, while 
we were Enemies; and waited to ſhew himſelf gra- 
cious, while we were Sinners; to be reconciled unto 
us, when we were in Rebellion againſt him; and 
enlightned us, when we were Darkneſs ; and often 
called, when we were running from him; and was 
near and ready to teach us, when we were ignorant 
and did not defire the Knowledge of his Ways. In 
this was the exceeding Love of God maniteſt to 
us then, and is the ſame to all the World now. His 
Love is univerſal to all, as is teſtified in the holy 
Scriptures ; God ſo loved the World, that he gave his 
only begotten Son a Light into the World, that whoſoever 
believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 
Life. 

is very precious to walk in this Light, which 
doth reveal the Love and K indneſs of God, and brings 
to the Knowledge and Experience ot the Means of 
Salvation which he hath appointed; and to the 
2 Feeling 
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Feeling of that Power which ſaveth from falling into 
Temptation, even the fame Power which preſerved 

elus when he was tempted in the Wilderneſs. Now 
H any, that are come to the Knowledge and Profeſſion 
of this Power, are not preſcrv*d by it trom falling into 
Temptation, and delivered from Evil, ſuch are not 
obedient nor jaithtul to it, fo do not adorn their Pro- 
feſſion; Such do not glorify the Power, but are as Spots 
in our Feaſts, and a Scandal 10 the Goſpel of Peace, 
and Enemies to the Croſs of 2 5 which is the Power 
of God to Salvation, 

Now thoſe that live in, and are obedient to this 
Power, are the wiſcſt, happieſt and ſafeſt People in 
the World; blefied above all the Families of the 
Earth, Bleſſed with an hundred Fold in this World, 
and in the World to come, Life everlaſting. Such 
are as the Salt of the Earth which ſeaſoneth all Things, 


as a City on a Hill which cannot be hid, and as the 


Lights of the World indeed. 


XVII. Many are living Witneſſes, that the Law 
of the Spirit of Life, unto which their Minds have been 
direfted, is pure and perfect. They witnels it ſo by 
its Operation in them, by which every Appearance 
of Evil is condemned. 

It is the Happineſs of every Particular, to have the 
Witneſs or Teſtimony within themſelves, that they 
love this Law, and that they meditate in it Day and 
Night. Ob / ſaid one of old, how I love thy Law ! 
It is only thoſe that love it, that are true Witneſſes 
of its Purity and Perfection; tor it is poſſible, that 

a Perſon or People may not only proteſs and talk of 
this Law, but come to ſome Knowledge of it alſo, 
and yet not love it, nor meditate 1n it, nor tec] the 
Power and Peace ot 1t. 

T hoſe that love the Law of God, are converted, 
and made wile unto Salvation by it; and tho* their 
Enemies are very many, and very nigh alſo, yet 
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cannot prevail againſt them that love this Law, 
Ty are 2 ieſt People of all the Families of 
the Earth. No Evil prevails againſt ſuch; and as 
hath been witneſſed of old, viz, Great Peace have 
tboſe that love thy Law. So thole are living Witneſſes 
of the ſame great Peace in this Age, who love the 


Law, which is Light. Thy Law is Light, ſaid one. 


He that loves the Light, brings his Deeds unto it, 
by it to be tried and judged 3 and after this, the 
great Peace is witneſſed, Peace is the Reward of 
thoſe that love the Law of God; Peace in the inward 
Parts, even the Peace of God, which the World 
cannot give nor take away. 

This one Word or Sentence may try all the Sects 
in Chriſtendom, and others who profeſs themſelves 
Lovers of the Law of God, yet have not Peace in 
their Dwellings ; theſe have not the Anſwer of a 
good Conſcience, which keeps void of Offence to- 
wards God and Man ; have not that Peace which 
paſſeth the Underſtanding ot Man in the Fall; know 
not their Hearts and Minds kept by it; but are 
{ound in the evil-doing, where the Tribulation and 
Anguiſh is, and in that Fear which brings Torment. 
So where the doing of Evil is, the Law is not loved. 
Let thy Talk and Profeſſion be what it will, what is 
written is infallibly true, He tbat doth Evil hates the 
Light ; and he that hates the Light is wicked, to 
whom there is no Peace; the Law being no Light 
to his Feet, nor Lanthorn to his Path. He walks 
in Darkneſs and ſtumbles, and knows not at what ; 
and in the End lies down in Sorrow. 

Theretore it is very good for every Particular, not 
only to know the Law of God, but alſo to live in the 
Senſe and Love of this Law at all Times; when they 
are about their common Occaſions in the World, as 
well as in their ſolemn Aſſemblings before the Lord. 
The Love of this pure Law of the Spirit of Lite, 
which judgeth every Appearance of Evil, _—_ 

wiſe 
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wiſe unto Salvation, wiſer than all former Teachers; 
and to hear, love and obey this Law, or Word in 
the Heart, is the End of all Words, outward Diſpen- 
fations and Miniſtrations, though proceeding from the 
Power of God itſelf : For had not Mankind degene- 
rated from the Love and Obedience of this Law, or 
Command of God, Tranſgreſſion had never entered, 
neither had Sin had a Being in the Heart of Man, 
neither had an outward Law been added or given 
forth; that being added becauſe of Tranſprefſion, and 
hath Power over the Tranſgreſſor, ſo long as he liveth 
diſobedient, and a Siranger to the Law written in the 
Table of the Heart by the Finger of God, which was 
before an outward Law was written, either in a Book 
or an Tables of Stone, and before the Cauſe of it was 
brought forth into the World, 


XVIII. The Day-/pring from on high, and the 
everlaſting Light hath and doth ſhi 
in the Hearts of many in this AS; and they are, 
by the heavenly Shining thereof, come to-the Know- 
ledge of the Field where the Treafure is hid, and to 
the Sight of that whoſe Worth and Beauty tranſcends 
all the Treaſures and Pleaſures this World can afford. 
None are to reſt in the bare Knowledge of the Field, 
but to fell all and purchaſe it. 

All the Sects in Chriſtendom, who believe not in 
the Light within, and deſpiſe the Day of its Appear- 
ance within themſelves, are fo far trom enjoying this 
heavenly Treaſure, that they are wholly ignorant of 
the Place or Field wherein it is hid. 

'This is fealed in the Hearts of a Remnant, that 
there is no other Way, no other Means, no other 
Key to be tound to open the Heavenly Myſteries, nor 
to unlooſe the Seals thereof, and to lead info the En- 
joyment of the Heavenly Treaſure, but the holy di- 
vine Light, which in their Hearts hath appeared and 
ſnined gloriouſly, to the Diſcovery and Deſtruction 

of 


out of Darkneſs . 


4 cos @ OA 


11 


of the Man of Sin and Myſtery of Iniquity, which 
once wrought and ruled therein. In this Light they 
have believed and walked, and ſeen the wonderous 
Works of the Lord in the Deep, while the People 
and Nations, that deſpiſe and hate it, walk and dwell 
in Darkneſs, and in the Region and Shadow of 
Death, where the Poverty, Woe and Miſery is ; 
where the ſtumbling, groping, falling, and wandering 
in deſolate Places is; where the labouring for Vanity, 
and lying down in Sorrow is; therefore are the 
Hearts of ſuch greatly engaged unto the Lord, to 
walk worthy of the Riches of his Grace, Light 
and Heavenly Treaſure, he hath made them Parta- 
kers of. 


XIX. The Light of the glorious Goſpel now 
ſhineth ; the Day of Salvation is come, even the 
Salvation of God, which he hath prepared before the 
Face of all People. 

This is the Day of great Salvation, which many 
righteous Men and Prophets ſaw afar off, and pro- 
pheſied of, that is now revealed unto us. It is a 
bleſſed Thing, not only to know the Appearance of 
the Day of Salvation, but to know the Joy of it, 
the Joy of God's Salvation; and to know it as 
Walls and Bulwarks, to fave and defend not only 
trom the Beſieger without, but from the Enemy 
within alſo. 

This is the glorious Light of the Goſpel, that 
ſhiheth in this Day of Salvation now revealed, which 
as we walk and abide in, we ſhall be as ſtrong as an 
Army with Banners, and witneſs Victory over our 
Enemies within, which are our greateſt Enemies. 
To be ſaved from thinking our own Thoughts, and 
ſpeaking our own Words, and doing our own Works. 
This is the great Salvation that brings to the Sabbath 
of Reſt; to the keeping Holy-day to the Lord. 
One that enjoyed this Salvation, - aſked this Queſtion 3 

2 


( 38 ] 


How can we eſcape, if we neglect ſo great Salvalion? 
It is a Queſtion that includes an Impoſſibility; for 
there is no eſcaping Wrath to come, by thoſe that 
neglect this great Salvation that has now appeared 
unto: them, there being no other Way — | 
appointed of God beſides this Goſpel Light, or great 
Day of Salvation, which to us hath appeared. #1 

This is my Teftimony, That none can receive the 
Joy of God's Salvation, enter into the Sabbath of 
Reſt, or keep Holy-day to the Lord, further than 
they know a ceaſing, and a being ſaved from think- 
ing their own Thoughts, following their own Wills, 
and obeying their own Wiſdom; for the ſelfiſh 
Thoughts that ariſe within, are the Root of Evil, 
and as the Foundation ot the Kingdom of Darkneſs ; 
and the Light of this Day of Salvation, is as the Axe 
laid to the Root of the evil Tree. | 

So it is a bleſſed Thing for People to meet and wait 
together, and walk together in this heavenly Light 
and Day of Salvation, which diſcoveteth and judgeth 
every vain Thought and fooliſh Imagination, ſubdueth 
them, and bringeth them down into the Obedience of 
Chriſt. In this, as they walk and abide, they truly 
differ from all other Families of the Earth; for in 
this heavenly Goſpel Light, which judgeth every Ap- 
pearance of Evil, ſtands the true Fellowſhip and true 
Unity. It is the Foundation of that Church, againſt 
which the Gates of Hell ſhall never prevail ; as they 
walk and dwell therein, the Power of Death and 
Hell ſhall never break them, but they ſhall remain as 
Mount Sion, which can never be removed. In this 
ſtands their Happineſs and Safety. Out of this, they 
are as weak as other People. A ah 


XX. It is a bleſſed Thing, to wait for'the Appear- 
ance of him who is the Conſolation of //-ael, and tor 
be Coming of his Kingdom; but it is more bleſſed to be 
Witneſſes of his Appearance, and to know his King- 
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dom come; and moſt bleſſed of all, to know a fitting 
down in it with him, in the Glory of his Father, and 
our Father, his God, and our God. 


XXI. Iris a bleſſed Thing, truly to know how to 
wait for the Appearance of Jeſus, and to know him 
when he doth appear; I ſay, this is very bleſſed ; but 
it is more bleſſed, or a greater degree of Bleſſedneſs, 
to be Witneſſes of his Appearance, and to join with 
him when he doth appear; and fo to experience the 
End of his Appearance accompliſhed, abiding with 
him till it be finiſhed ; truly underſtanding the End 
wherefore he doth appear, and their State and Con- 
dition at his Appearance, This is the main Thing 
chiefly to be underſtood and minded throughout all 
Diſpenſations. | 

And under them all, he is to be carefully minded 
and regarded, though it be in his firſt or loweſt Ap- 
pearance, which is to convince of Sin, Self- righteouſ- 
neſs and Judgment; in order to deſtroy Sin, finiſh 
Tranſgreſſion, and bring in everlaſting Righteouſneſs. 
Except People abide with him, and love his Appear- 
ance in the Miniſtration of Condemnation, which 
brings Tribulation and Anguiſh upon the Soul that 
hath ſinned, they can never come to enjoy and inherit 
the Miniſtration of Lite and Salvation, nor never 
come to enjoy the Glory of his Appearance the ſecond 
Time, without Sin unto Salvation. | 

This is the Loſs and Miſery of Mankind, and 
was our Loſs and Miſery in the Day of our Igno- 
rance, that they know not how to wait for the Ap- 
pearance of Chriſt, or the Coming of the juſt One; 
neither do they, nor did we, know him when he did 
appear; for he often appeared unto us, and. ſtood at 
the Door of our Hearts, and knocked, and waited to 
ſhew himſelf gracious unto us; but we not knowing 
it was he, did not regard him, nor open unto him; 
yet he was indeed the Defire of our Hearts, e 
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him whom we longed to enjoy, and is the Deſire of 
all Nations, the Light and Salvation of the Gentiles, 
the Conſolation and Glory of ael; but in this was 
our Loſs and Miſery, that we knew not how to wait 
for his Appearance, neither did we know him when 
he did appear. So I fay again, It is a bleſſed Thing, 
for a People to know how to wait for the Appearance 
of Jeſus, the Saviour, and to know him when he 
doth appear. 

But behold, this is a greater degree of Bleſſedneſs, 
To be Witneſſes of his Appearance, and to know 
the Coming of the juſt One, or the Rijing of the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs, with Healing under his Wings, and to be 
able to ſay, with the primitive Chriſtians, We know 
that the Son of God is come, and bath given us an 
Underſtanding, whereby we know him that is true, and 
are in him that is true, even in his Son Jeſus Chriſt ; 
this is the true God and eternal Life. This is an high 
and heavenly Knowledge, and a bleſſed State. This 
is the Mark and Prize of the high Calling of God in 
Chriſt Jeſus, we have been called unto; and this is 
the State all are to wait for, inherit and poſſeſs, and 
not to ſit down ſhort of it. If this be not witneſſed and 
enjoyed, all Profeſſion is vain, all Knowledge is vain, . 
all Religion and Talk of Chriſtianity is vain, and of 
no Worth; for it is he that believes that Chriſt is 
come in the Fleſb, and that demonſtrates the Living- 
neſs of his Faith by the Works thereof, that is 
Ged, and God dwelleth in him, and be in God, This 
is more than a bare Proteſtion or verbal Confeſſion, 
according to the Teſtimony of John the Divine, in 
his firſt Epiſtle, Chap. iv. 


XXII. It was a ſpiritual and' heavenly Viſion 
which the Prophet Daniel had, when he ſaw the Inter- 
pretation of tne King's Dream ; A Stone cut out of the 
Mountain without Hands, ſmite at the Feet of the Image, 
and break in pieces the Iron, the Braſs, the Clay, the 
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Silver, the Gold, and become a great Mountain that 
filled the whole Earth. A Remnant in this Age are 
come to the ſame everlaſting Light and ſpiritual Eye, 
whereby they ſee the Power of God, ſignified by that 
Stone, prevail againſt all Imagery, not only without 
but within alſo ; and know the Ground of it ſhaken 
and removed, The dark Thoughts and Imaginations 
of Men, are the Grounds of the Imagery upon the 
Face of the Earth ; and that Power that breaks them 
down, and brings every Thought into the Obedience 
of Chriſt, is the Antitype of that Stone, and its Work 
revealed to Daniel, and dreamed of by the King. In 
this Day of Light and Knowledge, ſome are come 
to witneſs this little Stone become a great Mountain, 
and to fill the Earth, and to be the chief Foundation, 
and Corner-ſtone elect and precious; the Rock and 
hiding Place of the Righteous in this, and all Ages. 
Theſe abide in it, whereby they are preſerved from 
making Likeneſſes and Images to themſelves, either 
of Things in Heaven, or Things on Earth; and out 
of the many Mixtures prefigured by the Iron, Braſs, 
Clay, Silver, Gold, and the defiling and corrupting 
themſelves therewith, There is not another Means 
of Preſervation, nor of coming to receive the white 
Stone, which Jobn in his Viſion and Revelation ſaw, 
wherein is the new Name written, which none know- 
eth ſave he that hath it. This is the Name which 
1s better than the Name of Sons or Daughters. He 
that reads let him underſtand, and give God the Glory 


for ever. 


XXIII. This I teſtify, That the Way of Life 
and everlaſting Happineſs, the Way that brings to 
the Sitting down in the Kingdom of God with Abra- 
ham, Iſaac and Jacob, which was the Way of the 
Righteous in all Ages, is now again revealed and made 
known, This Way is the true everlaſting Light that 
now ſhineth, not only in Darkneſs but out of it ; 
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which Light is the Thing our Minds were at firft 
turned to, which judgeth every Appearance of Evil, 
every vain Thought and evil Motion that ariſeth 
withm; and as there is a Walking in this Way, a 
Sitting down in the Kingdom will be experienced : 
For we have been and are called to inherit Subſtance, 
to poſſeſs Lite, and to fit down with Chriſt in heavenly 
Places, 

So it is a precious Thing, for all that knqw this 
Way, to perſevere in it, till they poſſeſs theſe Things, 
and in the fame abide; which Way is the Light of 
Chriſt within, and there is not another; and the 
Walking in this Way diſtinguiſnes them from all the 
nominal Profeſſors upan the Face of the Earth, even 
this Light that judgeth every Appearance of Evil. 

It is a precious State, to tee] the Mind ſtay*d upon 
the Lord, walking in his Way; to know the Girdle 
and Bridle of Truth, and a being girded and bridled 
with itz to know every high Thought and Imagt- 
nation brought down and ſubjected unto Chriſt he 
Light, the Way. This is poſſible to be known now, 
as in Time paſt. It is in the Thoughts, Will and 
Imaginations, that the Enemy of Man's Happineſs 
gets and builds his ſtrong Holds; and until they are 
broken down, ſubjected and deſtroyed by the Power 
of God within, no Peace, Quietneſs and Soul-ſatis- 
faction can be enjoyed; no fitting down in the King- 
dom of God, nor drinking of the Rivers of Pleaſure 
that are at his right Hand, can be attained to or 
partaken of. | 


XXIV. It is as truly witneſſed now, as in Days 
of old, that to be ſpiritually-minded is Life and Peace; 
to mind: the Spirit, to have our Minds, Thoughts 
and Wills exerciſed by the Spirit of Truth, is Life and 
Peace; and to be carnally-minded is Death, Sorrow 
and Trouble, Theſe Things are not only read, but 
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truly known, and every Particular may feel both 
within. 


XXV. It is as we meet, and wait together, in 
the Spirit, as we live and walk in the Spirit, the 
Worſhip of God in Spirit and Truth is performed; 
which all the bare Profeſſors upon the Face of the 
Earth are ignorant of. Such as wait and worſhip in 
the Spirit, know Jeſus in the midſt of them to be 
their Saviour, Teacher and Leader; and as they 
tollow and obey him, though but as one of a Family, 
and two of a Tribe, they will be as the Light of the 
World, as the Salt of the Earth, and Patterns and 
Examples of Righteouſneſs to all that behold them. 


XXVI. It is a precious Thing, for every Parti- 
cular 20 know the right Arm of the Lord, which brings 
Salvation, and to witneſs a ſitting down at his ries 
Hand, where the Sheep ſtand, where the Rivers of 
Pleaſures run ſoitly, and to drink of the ſame, which 
reireſh the whole City of God. To feel this Arm 
of the Lord, and to know it revealed, and to come 
to a ſitting down at his right Hand, is the End, 
Sum and Subſtance of the Chriſtian Religion; ſuch 
know Salvation for Walls and Bulwarks, and are as 
Mount Sion, which cannot be moved. 


XXVII. Itis a very bleſſed State, always to live, 
walk, meet together, and wait in that which gives 


free Acceſs to the Throne of Grace, and which leadeth 


into the Preſence of him that ſitteth thereon; in 
whoſe Preſence, ſome of old could witneſs, were 
Rivers of Pleaſures, and at his right Hand, Foy for 
evermore, On! all that taſte of one Drop of this 
River, and partake of the leaſt Meaſure of this Joy, 
know them to over-ballance and outweigh all the 
Treaſures, Joys and Pleaſures, this World and the 
Glory of it can afford. | : 
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NXXVIII. The Light, to which our Minds have 
been turned, was the Walch. Jower of the Righteous 
in all Ages, and is the fame to the Righteous in this 
Age; and all People upon the Face of the Earth, 
— all pretended Watchmen in Chriſtendom, who 
watch not in this Tower, watch in vain, and ſee 
nothing that profits. This is the Word of Truth to 
all Chriſtendom, and all People. 

This Light is the one everlaſting Way, that leads 
unto him that fits and prepares to enter the Kingdom 
of Heaven, gives free Acceſs to God, and the Throne 
of his Grace, and preſents unto him without Spot or 
Wrinkle. Many are Witneſſes of the Beginning of 
this bleſſed Work, and have received that Faith, 
whereby they believe the Accompliſhment of it; in 
which, as they live and abide, the bleſſed Experience 
of the Finiſhing of it ſhall be added to their Faith. 


XXIX. It is a good State, for every Particular 
to wait in Silence upon the Lord; ſuch only come to 
witneſs Obedience to thoſe divine Precepts left upon 
Record in the holy Scriptures, Be ſtill, and know that 
J am God, let all Heſb be ſilent before the Lord. 
Thus to wait and to worſhip in the heavenly Spirit 
that brings to Szilne/s ; to a ſtanding ſtill and beholding 
the Salvation of Cod; to the Silence of all Fleſh within ; 
to the ſtopping all Voices and Motions to Evil within, 
and to the obeying of the Voice and Power of God 
within, This is the Worſhip of God in the Spirit and 
in the Truth, in the inward Parts, which God loves ; 
even to worſhip and obey, and follow the Appear- 
ance and Maniteſtation ot the Spirit of God within, 
This Worſhip, the World and the high Profeflors in 
it are Strangers to. In this we diffet trom them all, 
even as we are found waiting and worſhipping in that 
which ſilenceth all Fleſh, and brings to the ſtanding 
ſtill, and beholding the Salvation or God, 
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The Spirit of Truth, which convinceth the World 
of Sin, is that wherein the univerſal Worſhip of Gad 
ſtands, and is performed. This I teſtify of it, That 
there is Power and Sufficiency in it, not only to 
convince of Sin, reprove and condemn for Sin, but 
alſo to convert, change, cleanſe, and redeem the 
whole World of Mankind from Sin, if they would 
believe in it, love it, receive it and obey it. Thi 
is the Condemnation of the World, that Light is come 
into it, and they love Darkneſs rather, and will not 
bring their Deeds to the Light, love, believe nor 
walk in it; ſo that Saying of Chriſt is verified upon 
them, Except ye believe that I am be, ye ſhall die in 
your Sins, and whither I go, you cannot come, | 

Many are Witneſſes of the Power and Sufficiency 
of this Spirit of Truth, and of its redeeming Power 
from Sin, and the Strength of it; ſo are not con- 
virced by it as the World is, being redeemed from 
committing of it; they know it to be their Com- 
forter and Leader into all Truth. It is very. precious 
to be found in the true Diſciples State, waiting for 
the Comfort and Leading of the Spirit of Truth, and 
witneſſing the ſame within themſelves. A Remnant 
in this Day, who have received this Spirit, and fol- 
lowed the Leadings of it, are able to ſay as ſome of 
old did, We are not come io Mount Sinai, where the 
Voice of Words: is beard, where ibe Thunderings, 
Lightnings, and Earthquakes are, but to Mount Sion, 
the City of the living God, the heavenly Jeruſalem 3 
and to an innumerable Company of Angels; to the 
general Aſembiy and Church of the Firſt-born, which 
are written in Heaven, and to God the Judge of all; 
to the Spirits of juſt Men nade perfeft , to Jeſus the 
Mediator of the new Covenant, and to the Bload 
of Sprinkling, that ſpeaketh better Things than that of 
Abel. This is an high and heavenly State, which 
the primitive Chriſtians were come unto, while in 
their earthly Tabernacles they enjoyed the heavenly 

5 Treaſure. 
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Treaſure. Such have the Witneſs in themſelves, that 
they are Inhabitants and fellow Citizens of this hea- 
venly Feruſalem, whereinto no unclean Thing can 
enter; even while they dwell in theſe Houſes of 
Clay, they walk in this City, and have their Con- 
verſation in Heaven with God, Chriſt, and holy or 
Juſt Mens Spirits made perfect. This, the Spirit of 
this World, tho' cloathed with the Name of Chriſti- 
anity, cannot bear. 


XXX. It is a very bleſſed State, to be found true 
Waiters for, and Witneſſes of the ſecond Coming of 
Chriſt, which is without Sin unto Salvation; tor true 
Happineſs doth not conſiſt in having ſeen one of the 
Days of the Son of Man, or in being Witneſſes of his 
firſt Appearance, wherein he convigceth and reprove- 
eth for Sin; but in waiting for, and witneſſing his 
ſecond Coming to cleanſe, fave ind redeem. trom 


Sin: Herein is the Joy of God's Salvation felt and 


enjoyed. | 

Chriſt's Appearance is firſt to convince of Sin ; 
and this 1s a Miniſtration of Condemnation, which is 
glorious in its Time; but there is a Miniſtration 
which exceeds in Glory, which all are to wait for 
witneſs, and not fit down ſhort of. This is the 
Mark of the high Calling, the high and heavenly 


State which they are called to, even to know the 


fecond Coming of Chriſt without Sin unto Salvation, 
and a being preſented to the Father without Spot or 
Wrinkle. This to poſſeſs and enjoy, is the End, Sum 


and Subſtance of all the Diſpenſations of God towards 
Mankind ever fince the Fall. This is the End of all 


good Words and Writings, and the End of Chriſt's 


' firſt and ſecond — TIA ; | 


All Men have ſinned and come ſhort of the Glor 
of God, therefore muſt know the Miniſtration of 
Judgment and Condemnation fulfilled in and upon 
them, before they can know the Glory that is in 1 

an 


( 47 ] 


and before they come to know the ſecond Miniſtration, 


which exceeds in Glory. | 

It is a precious Thing to be inward with the Lord, 
and to feel our Hearts drawn nigh unto him, waiting 
tor the Appearance of Chriſt, that when he doth ap- 
pear, we may appear with him in Glory. This 1s the 
high and heavenly State that ſome were in, when they 
could ſay, Truly, our Fellowſhip is with the Father and 
with the Son. This to witneſs, is the Feaſt of fat 
Things propheſied of, and the broad Rivers and 
Streams which make glad the City of God, beyond 
what all the Dainties of che Earth can afford. This 
is the Soul's Delight, Reſt and Happineſs, which 
ſome did enjoy in former Ages, as a Remnant do in 
this Age, Praiſes to God for ever, 

To mind the Spirit, or to be ſpiritually- minded, 
not only in our ſolemn Meetings, bur at all Times, is 
our Duty, and very precious: Then will the Teſti- 
mony of one in the primitive Times be found true, 
when he ſaid, To be ſpiritually-minded is Life and Peace, 
Death and Trouble are taken away, the Miniſtration 
of Condemnation is ended, having done its Work 3 
the Word which was as a Hammer, Fire and Sword, 
hath broken down, burnt up, deftroyed and purged 
away the Filth of the Daughter of Jeruſalem, and 
is now become as Milk, Honey and Balm; and as 
a glorious Light that ſhines more and more unto _ 
the perfect Day; as a Shield, Fortreſs and Tower of 
Detence, where everlaſting Peace and Safety is ; Sal- 
vation being as Walls and Bulwarks, againſt which 
the Enemy cannot prevail, nor nothing that would 
defile enter. In this State ſome were in the primitive 
Times, when they could ſay, We can do nothing againſt 
the Truth, but for it; and it is poſſible to ſay and do 
the ſame now. | 


XXXI. It is a bleſſed Thing for a Man to know 
within himſclt, and from a living Experience to be 
| able 
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able to ſay, as one of old did, The Lord is my Sbep- 
herd, 1 ſhall not want. Such are Witneſſes of the 
Truth of thoſe Sayings of Chriſt Jeſus, My Sheep 
bear my Voice, and I know them, and they follow me, 
and I give unio them eternal Life ; and they fhall never 
periſh, neither ſhall any Man pluck them out of 
Father's Hand. It is as this Voice is heard, obeye 
and followed, that a leading out of that State, where 
the Wants are, is witneſſed, into the green Paſtures, 
where the true and ſafe Feeding is; where the lying 
down in the Valley is; where none can make afraid; 
where the Bread is ſure and the Water fails not: 
And this I teſtify, all that do not hear and obey this 
heavenly Voice of the true Shepherd, are Goats and 
Swine, and not Sheep ; let them profeſs what they 
will, they feed upon Huſks, and are wandering in the 
dry Places, and upon the barren Mountains where the 
Wants are, and the green Paſtures of Life and Sal- 
vation they are Strangers to, : 


XXXII. It is a very bleſſed Thing, for People to 
know how to worſhip God arigbt, and to be found in 
this Worſhip, not only at fer Times and appointed 
Places, but at all Times, and in all Places. This is 
the ſpiritual Worſhip, or the Worſhip im Spirit and 
in Truth; and thele are the ſpiritual Worſhippers 
which God ſeeks and accepts. This Worſhip excels 
all other Worſhips upon the Face of the Earth at fet 
Times and appointed Places, which ſtand in ſaying fo 
many Prayers in a Day, and reading and ſinging ſo 
many Leſſons a Day, and hearing ſo many Sermons a 
Day, and other outward Obſervations. This Worſhip 
ſtands in Time, Place, Letter and Form ; but they 
that worſhip God aright, it is in the Spirit and in the 
Truth, which is pure and univerſal. 

As People are tound in this Worſhip, they differ 
from and excel all others upon the Face of the Earth, 
Theſe Worſhippers know what it is to bow at the 

: Name 
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Name of Jeſus; what it is to know every Thought 
brought into the Obedience of Chriſt ; what his Rule, 
Government and great Authority is; and how all 
Power in Heaven and in Earth is given unto him; 
and how all are to worſhip him as they worſhip the 
Father, whether Things in Heaven, or. Things on 
Earth, or Things under the Earth. Theſe can con- 
fels with their Tongues that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, to 
the Glory of God the Father, truly and experiment- 
ally being Witneſſes of his heavenly Power and Rule 
in their Hearts, Minds and Underſtandings, giving 
Victory over, all vain Thoughts, Self-will, carnal 
Deſires and Wanderings of the Mind. Theſe are the 
Worſhippers that know the old Man put off with his 
Deeds, and the new Man put on ; the old Things 
caſt away, and all Things become new; and what 
it is to enjoy the Sabbath of Reſt, where the End is 
Put to the thinking of their own Thoughts, and 
peaking their own Words, and doing their own 
Works ; and what it is to bear no Burthen upon the 
Sabbath-day 3 and what it is to enjoy the Comfort 
of the Scriptures, and to enjoy the good Things 
they teſtity of. What the Righteous in all Ages did 
enjoy, ſuch are Partakers of, and are in Unity with 
juſt Mens Spirits, being come to God the Judge of 
all, who is bleſſed for ever, 

Our Peace, Joy, Conſolation and continual Hap- 
pineſs ſtand in this, in being exerciſed in this Worſhip, 
witneſſing the Power of God, the Name of Jeſus, 
over all in ourſelves; all bowing under it, and 

ielding Obedience thereto, as in Innocency before 
—— where the Earth was ſubdued in the 
Dominion of God, and the heavenly Rule was over all. 
This the true Worſhip in the Spirit and in the Truth 
brings again into, and maketh tree from the contrary, 
as truly as teſtified in the Scriptures, I you know the 
Truth, tbe Truth ſhall make you free: tree from the 
Evil that is in the World, from the Evils within, 
I 2 trom 
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from the Enemies within, which are the greateſt 
Enemies. Except this Freedom be known, all other 


Knowledge is vain ; all Religion and Profeſſion vain ; 
all Talk of God,' Chriſt and Chriſtianity vain, 


XXXIII. Bleſſed are thoſe who have their Minds 
and Hearts always exerciſed by that which leads into 
the. Fellowſhip of juſt Mens Spirits made perfest. Such 
have alſo Unity with their Words and Teſtimonies 
lett upon Record in the Scriptures of Truth, as is 
written by one in the Pſalms, Bleſſed is the Man that 
walketh not in the Counſel of the Ungodly, nor ſtandeth 
in the Way of Sinners, nor ſits in the Seat of the Scornful y 
but his Delight is in the Law of the Lord, and therein 
doth meditate Day aud Night. The ſame bleſſed State 
is to be witneſſed now, which is more than to read 
and (ing all the Pſalms; and he is the only bleſſed 
Man that doth thoſe Things. If Chriſtendom had 
learned this Leſſon, which they have read and ſung, 
they would not have become as a waſte howling Wil- 
derneſs, and as a Deſert which brings forth no Fruit 
to God, having lent their Ear to the wicked One, 
and walked in the Way of Sinners fo long, till they 
are brought to believe, that it is impoſſible to walk in 
any other Way, while on this Side the Grave. 

In this Condition we ourſelves were, while the Vail 
of the Covering was over our Hearts, We dwelt in 
this thick Darkneſs, where the lending the Ear to the 
Wicked is, where the Way of the Sinner and Seat 
of the Scornful is, and knew not the Way out of it. 
That which diſperſed this thick Darkneſs, took away 
the Vail from off our Heart, ſtopped the Ear that 
hearkened to the wicked One, blinded that Eye which 
led to walk in the Way of Sinners, and brought 
down that exalted Spirit that fate in the Seat of the 
Scornful; J ſay, that which hath done this for us, 
was and is no other than the Power of God workin 
in his precious Light, to which our Minds were at 


firſt 
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firſt turned, and in which we have believed; which 
as we walk and abide in, we witneſs ſuch Sayings as 
theſe in Scriptures fulfilled, They that ſee ſhall be made 
blind, and they that are blind ſhall ſee, and the Blind 
ſhall be led by a Way they know not, and the Lam# ſhall 
leap as an Heart; and the Mighty ſhall be brought from 
their Seat, and thoſe of low Degree exalied. As this 
is abode with and walked in, that hath wrought theſe 
Things, a Delight in the Law of the Lord is known, 
and a meditating in it Day and Night. 
There is nothing elſe able to preſerve us from 
lending an Ear to the wicked One again, and from 
walking in the Way of Sinners again, and to keep 
down the Spirit of Exaltation from riſing again, but 
the delighting and meditating in this Law. This is 
the Law of the Spirit of Lite which hath made free, 
and is able to preſerve us in the Freedom whereunto 
we have attained, All that are Strangers to this Law, 
and a meditating in it, they give ear to the Wicked, 
walk in the Way of Sinners, and fit in the Seat of the 
Scornful, let their Profeſſion be what it will. | 
By this one Scripture all the Sects in Chriſtendom, 
who profeſs the Scriptures to be their Rule, may try 
themſclves, whether they are in the State of the bleſſed 
Man; or in the State of the curſed Man. They need 
not hire a School Doctor, or learned Rabbi, to give 
them the Meaning of the Scriptures, they being ſpoken 
by plain Men, and underſtood only by thoſe that are 
come to the Spirit. Thoſe that obey the wicked One, 
lend their Ear to him; and thoſe that commit Sin, 
walk in the Way of Sinners, 


XXXIV. It is one of the fundamental Doctrines 
of Religion, to believe that God is omnipreſent and 
almighty; that is, preſent at all Times and in all Places. 
This is generally profeſſed and believed among the 
Sects in Chriſtendom ; but in them it is no more than 
a bare Profeſſion, a traditional and hiſtorical _— 
| they 
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they not being true Witneſſes of the ſame. Herein 
i the Difference betwixt thoſe who do, and thoſe 
who do not, witneſs the Preſence of the Lord, and 
the Almightineſs of his Power: The firſt only know 
the Ground and Reaſon why Mefes, : that eminent 
Servant of the Lord, ſaid, F iby Preſence go not 
with ws, carry #3 not. bence.. | 
This was the Delight of the Soul of the Righteous 
in all Ages and Generations paſt, and is now; even 
to feel the comfortable Preſence of the Lord, and to 
know the Light of his Countenance lifted up upon 
them. This makes their Hearts more glad than the 
Increaſe of Corn, Wine and Oil, and is better than 
them all. This was the Strength and Encouragement 
of the Righteous in all Ages, and made them willing 
to ſuffer for his Name. This carried them through 
the Water and through the Fire. This made them 
ſing and rejoice in the Priſon and in' the Stocks, and 
ſuffer the Spoiling of their Goods joyfully. And 
Friends, except this living Preſence be felt and en- 
joyed, known and lived in, we are as weak as other 
People; and if any loſe or depart from it, ſuch will 
become as wicked as others alſo. | 
Therefore it is a very precious Thing, for every 
Particular always to prize the Riches of that Grace, 
and the Glory of that Laght, which their Minds were 
at firſt turned to; which Grace and Light hath led a 
Remnant into the Preſence Chamber, into the Ban- 
queting Houſe, where the Banner over them is Love, 
and is leading others into the ſame ; and would guide 
and direct all out of the Way of Evil, into the Way 
of Peace. Oh! the Freeneſs of this Love and Grace, 
and the Glory of this Light which hath led a Rem- 
nant, that hath loved it and followed it, into the 
Preſence Chamber, into the Banqueting Houſe, and 
to the Top of that holy Mountain, where the Feaſt of 
tat Things is enjoyed, and the Wine well refined 
drank of; to the right Hand, where the Rivers of 
| Pleaſure 


[ 53 ] 


Pleaſure are. This is free Grace and Love indeed. 
This Love is ſtronger than Death, and better than 
Lite. Oh ! the Conſideration of this Love is able to 
break the Heart, to melt the Soul before the Lord, 
and to diſſolve it into an holy Refignation and pure 
Reſolution to walk to the Praiſe, and 'magnifying 
of it among the Sons and Daughters of Men, that 
they may be won and perſwaded to accept. of its 
Tenders, and follow its Leadings; that they may 
know the Pleaſantneſs of its Paths, and witneſs the 
Virtue and Operation thereof in their own Souls, 


XXXV. It is a bleſſed Thing, and an high and 
heavenly State, for every Particular to be Witneſſes 
within themſelves, that Self is made of no Reputation. 
There is not a People upon the Face of the Earth, 
that are in the Way to this State, but ſuch whoſe 
Minds are turned to the Light of God within, and 
are exerciſed thereby; which alone diſcovers and 
makes Self manifeſt in all his Appearances, Thoughts, 
Ways and Imaginations, and leads thoſe that walk in 
it, to the true Self-denial, without which there is no 
Salvation. 

For the Deſtruction, Loſs and Miſery of all Man- 
kind, came in at this Door, when he gave heed, 
Credit and Reputation, to his own /elfiſþ Defire, 
Thoughts, Reaſonings and Imaginations ; and would 
know of himſelf, be wiſe of himſelf, &c. Then the Ser- 
pent, which ſpoke ot himſelt, prevailed over him; 
then he entered into the Temptation of the Devil, and 
loſt his Dwelling- place in Paradice. Thus the Enemy 
of Man's Happineſs, under a Pretence of advancing 
him and bettering his State, and making him of ſome 
Account and Reputation, drew him into a State of 
Loſs and Miſery, Self-Reputation was the firſt Bait 
of the. Enemy, and will be his laſt 3 therefore watch 
diligently againſt it, for herein his Power ſtands, and 
by this Bait he overcame the firſt Adam; theretore it 
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is a bleſſed Thing to live in the Power of the ſecond 
Adam, which makes Self of no Reputation. For as Sin 
and the Devil entered and prevailed by reaſon of ſome 
Selt-Reputation, ſoſhall he be caſt forth and overcome 
by the Power of God, in all thoſe in whom it makes 
Self of no Reputation. This is a principal Leſſon of 
Chriſtianity, which all of Neceſſity mult learn in ſome 
meaſure, before they can be ſo much as a Diſciple of 
Jeſus, as himſelf teacheth ; F any Man will be my 
Diſciple, he muſt deny himſelf, and take up his Cros 
daily, and follow me. Denying of Self, and l 
up the Croſs, are inſeperable, and muſt precede Diſ- 
cipleſhip ; yet this State is ſhort of being a Friend f 
God, and Co-heir with Chriſt ; Bone of his Bone, and 
Heſh of his Fleſh; and ſhort of fitting down with him 
at the right Hand of God in the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven ; and of knowing the Son to ſurrender the King- 
dom up unto the Father, and God” to become all in 
all ; ſhort of knowing it Meat and Drink to do the 
Will of God, and his Fruit ſweet to their Taſte, and 
to ſit under his Shadow with great Delight, glorified 
with that Glory which Chriſt had with the Father 
before the World began. In this State, Self is made 
truly of no Reputation; the firſt Birth is ſlain, the 
Serpent's Head is not only bruiſed, but broken and 
ſubdued ; the ſecond Birth rules, the elder ſerves the 
younger, who delights naturally to do the Will of 
God; and it is not a Croſs to it, neither is the Croſs 
to be taken up by it; this is the Sheep that knows 
Chriſt's Voice, and followeth him with Delight, and 
a Stranger it will not follow. 


XXXVI. It 1s a bleſſed Thing, for People to 
know the Name of the Lord, They that know it can 
truſt in it; being as a ſtrong Tower unto them, and 
as a Wall of Defence, within which the Righteous 
dwell ſafely, and unto which they fly when Danger 


doth attend. 


It 
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It is very precious for People to meet together and 
wait in this Name; ſuch find Jeſus the Saviour, in the 
midſt, and know a mounting up as with the Wings 
of an Eagle. Such know their ae ſure, and their 
Water fails not. Such meet and wait for the better, 
and not for the worſe; they wait not in vain; their 
Strength is renewed; they mount upward, and they 
know the Name of the Lord as precious and as 

werful now, as in Ages paſt. They know it as 4 

rong Tower indeed, as a fate hiding Place, and as 
pegs Ointment poured forth, and ſo they love it, 

cauſe of the ſweet Savour thereof, and becauſe they 
have been made clean, and are preſerved by it as 
Virgins , and can ſay, Thy Name is as precious Oint- 
ment poured forth, therefore do the Virgins love thee. 
It was Virgin Souls in Ages paſt, that loved the 
Name of the Lord. It is the Virgins now, that love 
the Name of the Lord. Thoſe that are joyn'd to 
any other Lovers, cannot love the Name of. the 
Lord; though they may pretend much Love thereto, 
their Hearts are gone a whoring after other Lovers; 
and though they profeſs Love to the Name of the 
Lord, and take it often into their Mouths, and draw 
nigh to him with their Lips, yet their Hearts are gone 
aſtray, and they do not depart from Iniquity ; fo 
though they confeſs and profeſs the Name of God in 
Words, they deny him in Works. Such Confeſſors 
and Profeſſors cauſe the Name of God to be blaſ- 
phemed amongſt the Heathen. | 

This is the Name of the Lord, by which he hath 
made known himſelf unto us, viz. Light. The pure 
everlaſting Light that now ſhineth in our Hearts, this 
is the Name of the Lord ; for God is Light, and in 
him is no Darkneſs at all. This is the Name of the 
Lord to us. As we meet in this Name, and wait in 
this Name, live together and walk together in this 
Name, we have Fellowſhip with God, and one with 
another; and we dwell together as in the — 
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of Rocks, where no Evil nor Enemy can prevail 
againſt us. 

In this Name, the Light, there is no Occaſion of 
ſtumbling z as we love this Name and walk in it, we 
are ſo far from falling, that we ſtumble not. Ir is 
out of this Name the Stumbling and Falling is, the 
Evil-doing is ; He that doth Evil hates the Light, and 
doth not bring his Deeds, Thoughts and Words io it; ſo 
walks, talks and works in the Darkneſs ; not knowing 
what he faith, whither he goeth, nor what he doth. 
All the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, and all Sects 
upon the Face of the Earth, may be tried, meaſured 
and judged by this one Say ing, notwithſtanding their 
Talk ot loving the Name of the Lord, yet if they 
do, or EY they hate the Light. This is an 
univerſal, in e Truth, let the Profeſſion be what 
it will, If People are found in the Evil-doing, they 
hate the Light, are Enemies to God, loving their 
evil Deeds. s 

This Name of the Lord, the Light, which makes 
all Things manifeſt, and judgeth every Appearance 
of Evil, is that which the Sect Maſters in Chriſtendom 
deſpiſe and ſet at nought; and ſo know not the Sal- 
vation that is in it; but to them that believe in it, 
this Name is precious, and they have and do witneſs 
the Sweetneſs and Salvation that is in it; and this is 
the Salvation ſuch have waited for, and do parcake of, 
even to be ſaved from Sin, from doing, ſpeaking 
and thinking of Evil, while they dwell in theſe Houſes 
of Clay, in theſe earthen Veſſels ; ſuch have, do and 
may enjoy the heavenly Treaſures. 

It is a ſtrong Deluſion indeed, and a groſs Doctrine 
of Devils, that hath overſpread the World of Man- 
kind in the great Night of Apoſtacy, wherein and 
whereby People are taught and perſwaded, that it is 
impoſſible to ceaſe from Sin, Term of Life; and that, 
though they continue and remain therein, yet hey 
ſhall enjoy the Salvalion of God after they are 5 

; f This 
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This may very fitly be called the Doctrine of Devils, 
and a ſtrong Deluſion; a State wherein People are 
given up to believe a Lye; ſeeing, as the Tree falls 
ſo it lies, and there is no Repentance in the Grave. 

This is the Happineſs of a Remnant in this Day, 
that they know the Name of the Lord exalted, and 
ſet above every Name in them, in Heaven and in 
Earth, and know every Thing bowing to it, and 
worſhipping before it. Here the King of Righteouſ- 
neſs is upon his Throne; here the Righteous bear 
Rule, and the Land rejoiceth; and Peace is within 
their Borders. 

This is my Teſtimony, That none can enjoy true 
Peace, but as they witneſs this Name of the Lord 
exalted in their Hearts above every Thing ; above 
Gold and Silver, Houſe and Land, Wife and Child- 
ren, and Self- reputation; yea above all heavenly 
Names is well as earthly ; and every Thought and 
Imagination brought down and ſubjected to it. There 
is no other Name given under Heaven, whereby Men 
can be ſaved from their Enemies within, which are 
their greateſt Enemies, but as they witneſs this Name 
of the Lord exalted in them ; even his Name who 
ſaid, I am the Light of the World. This Light ſheweth 
unto Man his Enemies, and not only ſo, but de- 
ſtroyeth them with the Breath of his Mouth, and 
the Brightneſs of his Coming. Power is in his Name, 
the Light, which makes all Things manifeſt, to de- 
ſtroy and expel all that is contrary to it, and redeem 
Mankind from under the Power of it. This a 
Remnant are living Witneſſes of in this our Day, 
and are ready, in Love and Good-will, to tell their 
Neighbours, Countrymen and Acquaintance, what 
the Name of the Lord, through their loving of it, 
hath done for their Souls; that they may be perſwaded 
to embrace it, and come to experience the like great 
Salvation. 
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Great is the Knowledge that is broken forth in our 
Hearts and Underſtandings, and glorious is the Light 
of that Day that now ſhineth ; what then remaineth, 
but that all that have received this Knowledge, do 
walk anſwerable to it ; and that all, in whom this 
Light ſhineth, abide in it and love it; ſo a vain 
Thought cannot ariſe, nor an idle Word be ſpoken, 
nor an evil Deed be done, but they are judged and 
condemned by it. 
This Light that judgeth every Appearance of Evil, 
is a Day of Judgment, wherein Men give an Account 
for every idle Word they ſpeak. 


XXXVII. It is a certain Truth, teſtified by the 
Apoſtle, when he ſaid, Great is the Myſtery of 
Goalineſs. | | 

And this is one of the great Myſteries, that God ts 
very nigh unto the Sons and Daughters of Men; many 


of them are very far from him. God is in the World, 


but the World knows him not; and God, who is 
Light, ſhineth in Darkneſs, but the Darkneſs doth 
not comprehend him. He is in Men, and they live, 
move and have their Being by him; yet they are 
without him, without God in the World ; Strangers 
to him, though he is not far from every one. HEE 
In this ſtands the Happineſs of a Remnant, that 
they know God not only nigh them, and in them, 
but alſo they know themſelves nigh unto him ; he 
dwelling in them, and they in him. Theſe are they 
that enjoy the Effect of that bleſſed Prayer of Chriſt 
Jeſus, That they may be one, as thou Father, and I am 
one; I in them, and thou in me. This is the bleſſed 
Unity and heavenly Fellowſhip, which the primitive 
Chriftians were Witneſſes of, when they ſaid, Truly 
eur Fellowſhip is with the Father and with his Son. 
This is a State worth waiting to feel and enjoy. It 
is more than Words can expreſs, and is the End of all 
Words and Declarations. None are to ſit down ſhort 
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of this State. This is the End of the Race, and the 
Mark of the high Calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus. 
Here is the /zeing Eye to Eye, and the talking with God 
as a Man talks with his Friend. Here is the ſeeing as 
thou art ſeen, and the knowing as thou art known. 
Here is the walking with God as Enoch did, and 
here is the talking with him, as Abraham, Moſes and 
tbe Prophets did. Here is the Coming of the. Lord 
to the laſt Supper known, where the Dainties are pre- 
pared, and the Wine well refined. Here is the Fruit of 
the Vine drank new in the Kingdom of God, Here is the 
Marriage Union, where the Water is turned into M ine; 
where the Bride and the Bridegroom rejoice together ; 
where the Tears are wiped off all Faces ; where there 
is no Crying, nor Pain, Death nor Sorrow. Here 
Death is ſwallowed up in Victory, Darkneſs into Light, 
Fear into Love, in which is no Torment. Here is the 
Truth of that Saying witneſſed, Love caſteib out Fear. 
This is the Love which is greater than Faith, greater 
than Hope, the End of Faith and Hope, and remains 
when they are gone. This was the firſt, and will be 
the laſt. Bleſſed are all that dwell and abide in it : 
no Evil can enter their Dwellings, 


XXXVIII. It is the Bleſſing of all Bleſſings, to 
know the low Valley, where the green Paſtures are, 
where the ſafe Feeding is, where none can make afraid; 
the Feeding in this low Valley, where the Fatneſs of 
the Lord's Houſe is, where the Greenneſs and Safety 
is, where the ravenous Beaſt cannot come. The 
Feeding here is more than Words ; it is the End of 
all Words and Declarations. It is the End of the 
Lord, in ſending his Meſſengers of the everlaſting 
Goſpel among us ; it is their Crown and Rejoicing 
to find us feeding in this low Valley, where the idol 
Shepherds and their Flocks cannot partake with us ; 
they know not the Way that leadeth thereto, 
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The very Remembrance of the Time, wherein the 

Call of the Lord reached us, and called us out of the 

Holes of the Rocks, and of the high Hills and barren 

Mountains, into the Valley of Jebeſbaphat, where 

the pleading with all Fleſh with Fire and Sword is, 

and where the Judgment is known, by which Sion is 

redeemed. I ſay, the Remembrance of this Day is 

very precious to a Remnant, and the Miniſtration 

thereof was glorious in its Time; but this is more 

glorious, to dwell in this low Valley, where the green 

Paſtures of Life and Salvation are fed on; where the 

growing is unto the Stature and Fulneſs of Chriſt ; 

where no Fear isz where the Cauſe of it is taken 

away; Where the pleaſant Rivers run; where the 

Tranquillity of Mind, Peace and full Satisfaction is 

enjoyed. This is the Bleſſing of Bleſſings, and the 

Portion of a Remnant in this the Day of the Lord's 

Love, and exceeding Riches and Kindneſs; and thoſe 

that truly enjoy the leaſt Meaſure of it, eſteem it 

above all the. World, becauſe they well know, that 

all Things therein are not ſufficient to purchaſe the 
| leaſt Dram thereof, 


ö XXXIX. It is a very bleſſed Thing for every Par- 
| ticular, within themſelves, to feel Kay brand wo Spirit 
of God bear witneſs with their Spirits, that they are 
| irue Waiters upon and Worſhippers of him, 
ö Many glorious Things, according to the Teſti- 
mony of the Patriarchs, Prophets and Apoſtles, doth 
| accompany thoſe that wait upon the Lord, and is 
enjoyed by them. One could ſay, They that wait upon 
| the Lord, ſhail want no good Thing. This one Sentence 
is ſufficient to try all the Pretenders to wait upon the 
| Lord in Chriſtendom, who protels a Waiting upon 
þ him in Ordinances, yet are found wanting be good 
| Thing, Poverty, Blindneſs and Nakedneſs, Leanneſs 
| of Soul and Barrennels of Heart, are their daily Com- 
panions; fo inſtead of wanting no good Thing, they 
| want 
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want all good Things relating to their inward Man. 
Another could ſay, They that wait upon the Lord, 
their Strength ſhall be renewed, they ſhould mou up- 
ward as upon Eagles Wings, walk without Wearineſs, 
run without Fainting. No bare formal Profeſſor in 
Chriſtendom can be a living Witneſs of theſe Things; 
ſuch may infallibly conclude, that they are deceived 
and miſtaken in the Cauſe, when the Effect doth not 
follow; for this is the Teſtimony of Truth to all 
the Sects in Chriſtendom, and the divers Worſhippers 
elſewhere in the World ; let them profeſs what they 
will, yea, though it be the Truth itſelf, if they 
enjoy not the good Things, if they feel not their 
Strength renewed, ſo as to run without Wearineſs, 
and walk without Fainting ; if they grow not from 
Grace to Grace, from Knowledge to Knowledge; if 
they increaſe not with the Increaſe of God m the 
inward Man ; they deceive their own Souls with a 
vain, dead, fruitleſs Profeſſion, which profits nothing, 
but will vaniſh like Smoke'in the Day of the Lord. 


XL. It is a precious Thing, to be Witneſſes of the 
Preſence of Jeſus in the midſt, as a peaceable Saviour; 
for thoſe that know him ſo, live, abide and walk in 
him, are of the Number of thoſe which need no Re- 
pentance, Indeed it is an high and heavenly State 
to come to this degree of Knowledge. None come 
hither, but fuch who have firſt known him as a Judge 
and Reprover, as a Refiner with conſuming Fire, and 
as an Overcomer of all their Enemies in them; the 
great Dragon 'bound, the Mouth of the bottomleſs 
Pit ſtopped, and a ſtanding upon the Sea of Glas 
mingled with Fire; being Witneſſes of Victory over 
the Beaſt and his Image, and over the Mark and 
Number of his Name. Theſe are they, that come 
to ſing the Song of Moſes and the Lamb, not only _—_ 
the Banks of Salvation, but in the midſt of Feruſalem, 
which comes down from God out of Heaven . and 

fore 
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before the Throne of the Lamb, who is the Light 
thereof, and hath redeemed them trom the Earth, 
and ſaved them with a great Salvation, 


XLI. That which was loſt is now found; the 
precious Pearl that was hid in the Field, a Remnant in 
this Age hath digged deep and found it, and many 
rejoice in the Sight and Knowledge of it; but let all 
underſtand this, that it is not ſufficient- ro find the 
heavenly Treaſure, the precious Pearl, but to pur- 
chaſe it and poſſeſs it; even by ſelling all, parting 
with all for it, Nothing in our Hearts, nothing in 
our Eſteem, muſt ſtand in Competition with it; all 
muſt be laid down for it. It is a true Saying ſpoken 
by Jeſus, F any Man love any Thing more than me, he 
is not worthy of me. He alone muſt reign and rule, 
and have the Government in our Hearts, We muſt 
know him to be the Foundation, Corner and Top- 
ſtone, elect and precious. 5 

It is not ſufficient to know him as a little Stone cut 
out of the Mountain without Hands, ſmiting at the 
Feet of all Imagery; but to know him grown and 
encreaſed to an exceeding great Mountain, and to fill 
the Earth, and to become all in all; to know every 
Thing to bow at his Name; every high Thought, 
every Imagination, every vile Affection, ſelfiſn Will 
and Deſire denied, brought down and ſubdued into 
Obedience to the Name, to the Power of God. 
This is the bleſſed State all, that have not only the 
Knowledge of the Field where the Pearl is hid, but 
have alſo digged deep therein and found it, are to 
wait for and experience; and not to ſit down ſhort 


of this in the Sight, Knowledge and Profeſſion of the 


precious Pearl, but to purchaſe, inherit, poſſeſs and 
enjoy it; that they may be able to ſay, My Beloved 
is mine, and I am bis; here is the Feeding among the 
Lillies, where there is neither Toiling nor Spinning. 


XLII. 
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XLIL That which makes a People bleſſed, above 


all the Familjes of the Earth, is, that they in their 
ſolemn Aſſemblies, and at all Times, are ſenſible of * 


that Power that makes Self of no Kepulation, even Phil. it. 7, 


Self in its Innocency; for ſuch a Se!f Chriſt had, which* 
was humbled and made obedient to the Death of the 
Croſs ; and this is the Way to an high and heavenly 
Exaltation, which as People come to walk in, as 
the Captain of our Salvation did, the Serpent that 
beguiled in Paradice, by drawing Mankind into Selt- 
exaltation and Self- reputation, cannot, nor ſhall ever 
prevail againſt them. 

For the Worſhip which this Power hath led us to, 
begins not when our ſolemn Aſſemblies begin, neither 
doth it end when we part, but is in that which 1s 
without Beginning or End, even in the Spirit and 1n 
the Truth, into which the Deceiver cannot come, 

It is a precious State, an high and heavenly Con- 
dition, to witneſs Self made ot no Reputation, and 
to have Unity with that Power that hath made it: ſo. 
They that remain and abide in it, no Temptation can 
prevail againſt. So'the whole Duty of thoſe that are 
come to the Knowledge of this Power, and to have 
Faith in it, is always to cleave unto it with their whole 
Hearts, and to fix their Minds upon it; that in the 
Midſt of all Temptations and Trials, they may wit- 
neſs Deliverance and Salvation by it, and ſuch ſhall 
never miſs of the ſame ; for it is ſaid when Chriſt 
was tempted, after the Temptation was over, Angels 
miniſtred unto him. The ſame is witneſſed now by a 
Remnant, in meafure, Praiſes to the Lord ! Such 
experience the | Bleſſedneſs that attends enduring 
Temptation, and do magnify the Power, over the 
Power of the evil One, and walk to the Praiſe and 
Glory of it; and herein they differ from others; 
a Talk and Profeſſion only differs not, but a living in 
the Senſe and Obedience of that Power, which mak es 
Self of no Reputation. 
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Self became of ſome Repute, when Temptation at 
firſt entered Mankind; the giving Credit to the 
Devil's ſaying, You ſhall be as Gods, &c. begot a 
ſelfiſh Hope of a ſelfiſh Gain; ſo being deceived, a 
vain Deſire of Self- reputation iprang and increaſed, 
Diſobedience to the Command and Power ot God, 
and a ſelfiſn Hope and Confidence were immediate 
Companions in the Beginning, which all the Children 
of the Light, that are come to a dwelling Place in 
Paradice, are to watch againſt, leſt as the Serpent 
beguiled Zve, he beguile them, | 


XLIIT. The Night is far ſpent, Darkneſs is paſt, 
and the true Light now ſhineth, the Day of God is 
dawned, the Day-ſtar is riſen in the Hearts of Thouſands. 

This State and Knowledge is very glorious in its 
Time, and is more than all the bare Profeſſors in 
Chriſtendom know or underſtand. But that which we 
are to wait for and preſs after, is a further Thing, of 
a Knowledge of the ſame Thing in a greater degree 
of Glory, even to know the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſe, 
with Healing under bis Wings. This is more precious, 
and a greater degree of Knowledge, even to expe- 
rience the healing Virtue of the Sun of Righteouſneſs ; 
this Miniſtration ſucceeds that of Diſcovering, Re- 
proving, Convincing, Smiting, Correcting and Wound- 
ing; this binds up and heals, this comforts and 
conſolates the Soul, retreſheth and glads the Heart, 
and miniſtreth the Joy of God's Salvation. To live 
in the Senſe and feeling of this healing Virtue, this 
ſaving and preſerving Power, not only in our ſolemn 
Aſſemblies, but at other Times, is very precious. This 
cureth all Diſeaſes and Infirmities, and taketh away, 
diſperſeth and removeth the Cauſe of Hurts and 
Wounds; the Cauſe of Smiting, Convincing and 
Re proving; and preſerveth from falling into the ſame 
again; ſo as we live and abide in it, we can never 
err, nor ever need Reproof, Smiling or Meunding. It 

is 
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is the World that lies in that State, where the Spirit 
of God convinceth tor Evil, reproveth, ſmiteth-and 
waundeth for Tranſgreſſion ; but to us Salvation is 
now nearer than when we firſt believed, and the great 
Day ot Salvation is come; the Maker up ot the 
Breach, and the Healer of Nations is come. Bleſſed 
are all that do experience the healing Virtue thereof, 
and the bleſſed Effect of his Appearing with heavenly 
Healing under his Wings; fo that they can fay, 
their Soul-fickneſs is cured, and their Wounds not only 
bound up, but bealed, and they cleanſed and made found, 
both in Soul, Body and Spirit, Such are fitted and 
1 to have their Converſation with God in 

caven, and fit there in the Enjoyment of the Light 
of his Countenance, which is better than the Increaſe 
of all other Things. 

It is the Taſte of the Rivers of Pleaſure that are 
at his right Hand, and of the Wine in his Kingdom, 
that engageth thoſe that drink thereof, to wait to par- 
take more and more of the ſame. It is becau/e of the 
Savour of his good Ointment, that the Virgins love bim. 

IF there was no good Savour, it there was not ſome- 
thing felt and witneſſed, of greater Worth and Value 
than the Treaſyres and Pleaſures this World can af- 
ford, the Souls of the Righteous would not long after 
it, and become ſick of Love, nor be encouraged to 
wait to enjoy the Increaſe and Aboundings of it. 

In this ſtands our Happineſs, daily to experience and 
partake oi the Virtue of this healing, ſaving and pre- 
ſerving Power, to feel our Hearts and Minds join'd 
to it, united to it, become one with it. Herein is 
our everlaſting Bleſſedneſs; and this truly diſtin- 
guiſheth ſuch from all the bare Profeſſors in Chriſtendom, 
even as they walk and abide in this bleſſed Light, 
and Sun of Righteouſneſs, that is riſen and now 


ſhineth, and in the witneſſing the healing Virtue 
thereot, 
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XLIV. It is à precious State to be of a tender 
Spirit, of a ſoft Heart, prepared to wit upon the Lord. 
Such are in a Capacity to know when Good comes; 
they are not like the parched Heath, nor barren Deſert, 
but like the tender Herb; they are ſenſible of the 
Deus from Heaven, and of the gentle Rain that falls, 
and the fruitful Showers that deſcend u them 3 
they can feel the Droppings down of divine Love, 
and ſprout forth and ſing for Joy in the Senſe thereof. 
But thoſe whoſe Hearts are ſtony, and whoſe Spirits 
are hard, they cannot taſte and ſee how good the 
Lord is; ſuch are not prepared to wait upon the Lord, 
nor to draw nigh unto him, and partake of his divine 
Refreſhments, neither have they the Sacrifice wherein 
his Soul delights, which is a broken Heart and contrite 
Spirit. Oh! it is a bleſſed Thing for People to meet 
together, and wait in the Senſe and. Feeling of the 
rendering Power of the Lord; even that Power that 
ſought us out, and gathered us in the Beginning, to 
have our Hearts exerciſed in this tendering Power, 
which is now with us, and attends upon us, for our 
Good and Prefervation, This is that which makes us 
and our ſolemn Aſſemblies differ from all the bare 
Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, They that ſo meet and 
fo wait, fit as at the Table of the Lord, feeding upon 
that which is Meat indeed, and drinking of the Wine 
that he hath prepared, feeding upon Life itſelf, and 
the Subſtance itſelf, This is better than to fit at the 
Table of Princes; all the Banquets and Dainties of 
the Earth are not to be compared to it, As every 
Mind and Heart keeps in the Senſe of the tendering 
Power of the Lord, they are living Witneſſes of the 
Prectouſneſs of it. Here none can forget the Loving- 
kindneſs of the Lord, nor let his Benefits flip out of 
their Minds; but are in a Capacity to praiſe and 
magnity him for all his Mercies and heavenly Bleſſings, 
and wonderful Kindneſſes and Deliverances that he 
hach wrought tor. them, even as great as for any 
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People in any Age of the World. They can fay, 
— — not only brought them out of Egypt, — 
the red Sea and Wilderneſs, but alſo into the good Land, 
and hath divided their Inberitance unto them', and they 
can ſay, Their Lot is fallen into @ good Place; feeling 
the flowing of the Milk and Honey, they eat and 
drink, and praiſe the Lord in the Senſe of all his 
Mercies, Bleſſings and Salvation, that they are ac- 
companied and ſurrounded with 

This is the Myſtery of our Fellowſhip, and the 
Bond of our Unity; as our Minds and Hearts are 
exerciſed in the tendering Power of the Lord, eſpe- 
cially in our ſolemn Meetings and waiting toget 
upon him, as every one keeps cloſe unto this, and are 
united unto it. Oh! this is a precious State, herein 
ſtands our blefſed Unity and Fellowſhip, herein we 
are ſtrong, even as Mount Sion, as a three-t01d'Cord 
that cannot eaſily be broken, As we keep and abide 
in this, the Gates of Hell cannot prevail againſt us, 
no Evil can hurt us. In this ſtands our Joy and Pre- 
ſervation in our Meetings, and in our Partings, in all 
Times and Places, as we feel our Hearts and Minds 
in Unity with the Spirit of the Lord ; then not con- 
vinced, reproved and condemned by it; but juſtified 
and commended. This is ſweet and precious indeed, 


as all that are in it know full well, | 


XLV. It is he that ſtays at Home, ' that divides 
the Spoil of bis Enemies, It is he that ſtays at Home, 
that obtains the Bleſſing. The Wanderer and Hunter 
doth not : He toils and wearieth himſelf, and felleth 
his Birth-right. | 

It is the retired Mind, the ſtaid Mind, the Mind 
whoſe Loins are girded with the Girdle of Truth, 
ſtaid upon the Lord, that receives the Bleſſing, and 
knows a being kept in perfect Peate, according as it 
was witneſſed of old; Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
Peace, whoſe Mind is ſtaid upon thee, This to enjoy, 

is 
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is the Mark of the high Calling of God in Chrift 
Jeſus, which we have been and are called unto, even 
to enjoy perfect Peace, to be entire, wanting nothing, 
This to enjoy, is the End, Sum and Subſtance of 
the Chriſtian Religion. | 

It is thoſe that are Witneſſes of a Retiredneſs and 
2 Stayedneſs of their Minds upon the Lord, that 
inherit Subſtance. It is thoſe that have known the 
Candle of the Lord lighted in them, and have ſwept 
their own Houſe, and found the Piece of Silver, and 
that rejoice therefore. | 

This heavenly Light that now ſhineth, diſcovereth 
the Vanity and Emptineſs of all Things below the 
Sun; and by the ſame, our Minds have been re- 
deemed trom under them, and are become living 
Witneſſes, that neither all the Treaſures, Pleaſures, 
Opinions and Religions that are in the World, nor 
the bare Profeſſion of Truth witſelf, was able or 
ſufficient to ſtay or ſatisfy our Souls: We have 
found them all prove a very Vanity and Vexation of 
Spirit. oy | 
"Eo: the Soul of Man is in itſelf more excellent, 
more noble, and of greater Value than all theſe 
Things, and is ſuperior to them all. The leſſer 
cannot ſatisfy or fill the greater; nor that which is 
inferior, ignoble and leſs excellent, ſtay or ſatisiy 
that which is ſuperior or more worthy, novle and 
excellent in Nature, Capacity and Being. As the 
Soul of Mankind is above all created ſublunary 
Beings, therefore all Things under the Sun, inſtead of 
Food and Satisfaction unto it, prove Vanity, Emplineſs 
and Vexation of Spirit. 

So bleſſed is the Remembrance of that Day and 
Time, wherein our Minds were turned to the true 
everlaſting Light that now ſhineth, which hath diſ- 
covered the Vanity and Nothingneſs of all Things 
below the Sun, and hath redeemed the Children 
thereof from under them all, up unto him who is in 


them, 
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them, through them, 'and above them all, God 
bleſſed for ever. And brings into the one true ever- 
laſting univerſal Worſhip, which ſtands in the Spirit 
and in the Truth. Here God who is Light, and 
dwells in the Light, is bowed unto, worſhipped and 
obeyed. 


XLVI. It is a bleſſed Thing, and thoſe are the 
People who have attained to a heavenly State, who 
can experimentally witneſs and ſeal to the Truth of 
that ancient Teſtimony in the holy Scriptures, Dark- 
neſs is paſt, and the true Light now ſhineth. 

I fay, it is a bleſſed Thing to witneſs the Truth 
of this, or to be able to ſay, Darkneſs is paſt, Thoſe 
that have known what it is to dwell in Darkneſs, and 
to work and travel in the Land thereof, and have 
been ſurrounded therewith, and encompaſſed with the 
thick Miſts and Fogs in the dark Region of the 
Shadow of Death; ſuch can remember that their 
Steps were made in ſolitary Places, and their Ha- 
bitation as where Dragons, Owls and Bats were their 
Companions ; and therein were ſtumbling and groping, 
like blind Men for the Wall: Theſe have been in 
this State, who ate come to know Redemption and 
Deliverance from it, and can fay in Truth, that 
Darkneſs is paſt, and the true Light now fhineth in and 
unto them; theſe can ſay, it is a bleſſed State indeed 
and that it is more to witneſs and experience the 
Truth of theſe three Words, Darkneſs is paſt, than 
only to hear and read Thouſands ot good Words, 
There is much in the Words; thoſe that know 
Darkneſs is paſt and gone, are come to the everlaſting 
Day of God, to the Riſing of the glorious Sun of 
Righteouſneſs, which hath cauſed the very Shadows 
of Death to flee away; and they know the very 
Womb in which is, and hath been bred and generated, 
all the Evil and Wickedneſs that comes forth in the 
World of Mankind, made barren, removed and 

vaniſhed 
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yaniſhed away. They are come to the Springing of 
that Day, and to the Ariſing of that Sun, that diſ- 
perſeth all the Miſts and Fogs, Clouds and Errors, 
that did encompaſs them about, and made them to 
walk in the Shadow of Death. Their Hearts are 
made to rejoice in the Feeling and Enjoyment thercof, 
their Eyes become ſatisfied, with ſeeing the Glory of 
the true Light that now ſhineth, and they find their 
Hearts engaged to walk in the ſame; not only to 
profeſs and talk of it, but to wall in it; and become 
not only Children of it, but young Men, Fathers 
and Elders in it. Malling in the Light, implies no 
leſs than being led and guided by it, than bringing 
every Thought, Word and Deed to it, 10 be tried, 
not only in our ſolemn Meetings and Aſſemblies, but 
at other Times; in our Affairs, Dealings and Con- 
verſe among Men, even in our common Occaſions; 
and as all are found herein, they are in the- true 
Worſhip of God, whether together or aſunder, © 


. XLVII. They are true and faithful Sayings teſti- 
fied of old, That there remains a Reſt, and the Believer 
entereth into it; and be that is entered into this Reſt, 
bath ceaſed from his own Works, as God did from bis. 
This is the Subſtance and Antitype of the Fews 
Sabbath ; and this Reſt is inward and ſpiritual, even 
a Stay and Reſt for the Soul, wherein that bleſſed 
State, ſpoken of in old Time, is witneſſed, viz. Thou 
wilt keep bim in perfect Peace, whoſe Mind is ſtaid 
upan thee, This is a bleſſed State indeed, zo be kept 
in perfet} Peace; thoſe. that know an Entrance into 
this Reſt, and abide in it, know a ceaſing from their 
own Works, from following their own Thoughts, 
and doing their own Will : Such keep holy Day to 
the Lord ; and do know that the Day of the Lord, 
long ſpoken and propheſied of, is come, and that the 
glorious Light thereof now ſhineth, 


This 
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This Day is the Day of the great Sabbath, in which 
Chriſt ſtands up as a Teacher of his People, and they 
hear and underſtand his Voice, and follow him, and 
ſhut their Ear againſt the many Voices that are in the 
World. This is the Teacher we have been directed 
to from the Beginning. We have not been called to 
a Noiſe or Sound of Words, nor to a bare Pro- 
feſſion ; but to inherit Subſtance, to enjoy Reſt, even 
that Reſt which hath been prepared of old tor the 
People of God, and which doth remain, and 1s very 
glorious, as thoſe that have entered into it can wit- 
neſs: And this is my Experience and Teſtimony, 
That none can enter into this Reſt, but as they know 
a ceaſing from their own Works, their own Willing, 
Running and Thinking, and every Thought brought 
into the Obedience of Chriſt ; no further than this is 
effected, can any Entrance be witneſſed by any into 
this Reſt that is prepared, and that doth remain, let 
Peoples Talk and Profeſſion be what it will, 


XLVIII. This is a great Truth, that where a 
Bridle to the Tongue is not known, and a Chain to the 
Will, Afﬀeftions, Luſts and Paſſions witneſſed, the Re- 
ligion of ſuch is vain ; though ſuch may talk of Reſt 
and Peace, yet they enjoy none. 

Jobn the Divine ſaw an Angel come down from 
Heaven, having the Key of the Bottomleſs-pit, and a 
great Chain in his Hand, who laid hold upon the Dra- 
gon, that old Serpent, which is the Devil and Satan, 
and bound him. This, every Particular is to ſee 
and know effected in the Revelation of God, before 
they can witneſs an Entrance into, and a fitting down 
in that Reſt which is glorious, and which the Light 
of this glorious Day leads the Children thereof into : 
So it is precious to wait upon the Lord, who dwells 


in the Light, and leadeth the Children thereof into 
the Enjoyment of Reſt, 
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XLIX. Certainly it was the Joy and Delight 
of the Righteous in all Ages, to draw nigh unto the 
Lord with their Hearts; to be inward with him in 
their Minds; and it is the Joy and Delight of the 
Righteous in this Age, who, by drawing nigh unto 
the Lord, experience the Truth of that Teſtimony, 
Thoſe that draw nigh unto the Lord, the Lord will 
draw nigh unto them, and are Witneſſes of his hea- 
venly Preſence, and partake of the Joy of his Salva- 
tion, having their Converſation in Heaven, where 
God dwelleth; and walk with him as Enoch, Abra- 
ham, Moſes, and the Prophets did. This is witneſſed 
by a Remnant in this Age, as in Ages paſt ; for the 
Day of Life and Salvation is come, and the bleſſed 
Way that leadeth thereto is known, and evidently 
made maniteſt to Thouſands in this our native 
Country, and Ifland of the Gentiles, on whom the 
Glory of the Lord is riſen. | 

It is a bleſſed Thing to know the Way of Life 
and Salvation, but it is more bleſſed, and a greater 
degree of Happineſs, for every Particular, to whom 
it hath appeared, to know themſelves fitted and pre- 
pared, by walking in the Light thereof, 10 poſes 
and inherit the ſame. This is that which is worthy to 
be waited for, and is the bleſſed End of all holy 
Writing, Reading, Preaching and Believing, even to 
poſſeſs the Thing read, writ and preached of. Such 
as are taught of the Lord, and eſtabliſhed in Righ- 
teouſneſs, not only know it, and profeſs it, but are 
eſtabliſhed in it, This is the Mark of the high 
Calling, which all that are but in the Way that leadeth 
thereto, are to preſs after, that they may come to the 
Enjoy ment thereof, : h 

It is the taſting and ſeeing how good the Lord is, 
that raiſeth and quickeneth Deſires to enjoy him, and 
more and more engageth to draw nigh unto him, 
and to wait upon him. It is the taſting ot the Streams 
of the River of Lite and Pleature that is at the right 


Hand 
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Hand of God, that alone reneweth Strength ; and 
ſuch only are Witneſſes of the Truth of that Saying, 
They that wait upon the Lord ſhall renew their Strength, 
ond. mount upward as upon the Wings of an Eagle, run 
without Wearineſs, and walk without fainting, even in 
the Way of Gods Commandments with Delight; 
being become more natural and pleafant ſo to do, 
than ever it was to do the contrary, 

This is the bleſſed State and Privilege of many, 
to draw ſo nigh unto the Lord, as that they not onl 
taſte and ſee the Goodneſs of the Lord, but are alſo 
filled and ſatisfied with the Renewings of Strength, 
divine Refreſhments, and heavenly Conſolation in 
their Souls, whereby they are made more and more in 
Love with him, and engaged continually to wait upon 
him. And in this ſtands the Happineſs and Preſerva- 
tion of all, even as the Eye of their Minds is kept 
looking unto the Lord, and waiting upon him, even 
as the Eye of a Maid is upon the Hand of her Miſ- 
treſs, and much more, Where this Taſting, Seeing, 
Drawing and Waiting is wanting, Weaknefs, Weari- 
neſs and Fainting abounds, and the Enemy of their 
Soul prevails, let the Talk and Profeſſion of Reli- 
gion be what it will. 1 

L. It is a Bleſſing, yea, the Bleſſing of all Bleſ- 
ſings, for every Particular to know and feel within 
themſelves, that the Spirit of God bears witneſs with 
their Spirits, that they are the Sons and Daughters of 
God, that they are begotten by him to a lively Hope; 
whereby they purify themſelves even as he is pure, and 
that they are Chriſtians indeed, Iſraelites indeed, in 
whom is no Guile, This I ſay is the Bleſſing of all 
Bleſſings, for every one to have the Spirit of God to 
witneks thoſe Things unto them; and this is precious 
to wait for and enjoy; for he that hath called us is 
holy, harmleſs and without Guile ; ſo as we follow 
and obey him, we ſhall be like him, as the primitive 
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Chriſtians were, who ſaid, We know that when be doth 
appear, we ſhall be like bim. This Teſtimony of the 
Spirit of God is more than a thouſand Witneſſes, It 
was the only Comforter of the Righteous in all Ages 
paſt, and is the ſame now. 

It is good to mind the Spirit -and its Teſtimony, 
ſo as to become fſpiritually-minded ; then Life and 
Peace is known, and Death and Trouble vaniſheth 
away, and the Truth of that Saying is witneſſed, To 
be ſpiritually-minded is Life and Peace, but io be carnal- 
H- minded is Death. | 

Of a Truth, the Spirit of Grace and Truth is come, 
and many are living Witneſſes of its Appearance and 
Power, not only to reprove and convince, but to 
comlort and conſolate thoſe that have and do wait 
for its Appearance, and are in Love therewith, and 
have their Ear open to its Teaching, and their Minds 
and Hearts exerciſed in it. In this*ftands the ever- 
laſting Joy, Peace, Comfort and Conſolation of the 
Righteous, even as they continually learn of the 
Spirit ot Grace, and are Witneſſes of the Leading of 
it, and Guidance of it, out of all Evil into all Good. 
As they keep in the Senſe and Exerciſe of this Spirit 
of Grace, they excel all the bare Profeſſors in Chriſten» 
dom, This alone makes them differ from them, 
even as they grow in Spirit, trom one degree of Grace 
unto another, from Knowledge to Knowledge, from 
Faith to Faith, from Strength to Strength, from 
Children to young Men, from young Men to Elders 
and Fathers, even to the Stature and Fulneſs of Chriſt, 
having his Mind; doing always that which pleaſeth God. 
Such are Sons of God without Rebuke, and are able 
to ſay, as ſome of old did, viz. We can do nothing 
againſt the Truth, This is an high and heavenly 
State indeed, which all are to wait for and preſs 
after, which is poſſible to be attained unto, even in 
this Age, as in Ages paſt ; and ſuch can ſay, Greater 
is be that is in us, than he that is iu the Worid; and 

: are 
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are daily Witneſſes of his Strength, in preſerving 
them out of the Evil of the World, though they 
live and labour in it, and daily converſe with the 
Children thereof. 

This is that which keeps us a living virtuous People, 
even as we abide in him, increaſe and grow in him, 
who at firſt appered unto us, and unto whom our 
Minds were at firſt directed. Herein we ſhall be 
Preachers of Righteouſneſs, Lights of the World, 
and as the Salt ot the Earth indeed. 


LI. It is a precious Thing to wait, walk and 
dwell in the Light, even in that which makes all 
Things maniieſt; and thoſe that wait and walk in it, 
are led by it to the riſing of the Son, even the ever- 
Jaſting Son of Righteouſneſs, whoſe Glory, Light 
and Virtue, doth as really diſperſe and drive away 
the vain Thoughts, dark Imaginations, Fogs, Clouds 
and Miſts of Ignorance and Darkneſs within, as the 
outward Sun doth expel, extinguiſh, and cauſe the 
Fogs, Miſts and Darkneſs to vaniſh away outwardly: 
This many are Witneſſes of. 

The very Remembrance of the firſt Diſcovery of 
Truth under this Name Light, in this our Age, is 
very precious, The Truth is but one, but it hath 
many Names; and this Name Light, to a Remnant, 
is very exccllent, Many righteous Men and Pro- 
phets, in former Ages, foretold of the Glory of this 
Day, or Light that now ſhineth, and propheſied of 
its breaking ſorth unto a People that fate in Darkneſs, 
and that were covered with the Shadow of the Night, 
and dwelt in the Region of Death. We ſee the ful. 
filling ot theſe Things; for we fate in Darkneſs, and 
wandered jn deſolate Places, and were encompaſſed 
with the Region and Shadow of Death. Oh! how 
ſweet was the Light when it firſt ſprang unto us, and 
cauſed us to ſee over the Tops of the high Mountains 
of Darkneſs, and diſcovered unto us the ſecret Cham- 
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bers of Imagery, and the hidden Things of Dark. 
neſs, and guided our Feet out of the Mire and Clay, 
and ſet them at liberty, to walk in that Path which 
leadeth out of the Way of Death and Darkneſs. 

This is that Manifeſtation of Light, by which all 
theſe Things are effected, to which our Minds were 
at firſt turned; which Light judgeth every Appear- 
ance of Evil, and leadeth all, that walk in it, out 
of the ſame. This the Path-way, that not only 
leadeth into Innocency, but preſerveth in it, tor 
there is a Poſſibility in this Age as of old, that Prople 
may loſe a good State, be tempred out of Innocency 
and a Virzin's State, after they have attained unto it, 
This made Paul exhort thoſe he wrote to, To beware 
left the Serpent beguiled them as he did Eve. How was 
that ? Why, draw or allure them out ot Innocency, 
out of Harmleſneſs and a ſinleſs State, into Sin or 
Breach of God's Commandments, to the Loſs of 
Paradice. This he hath done, and may do again; 
People may loſe a good State, yea, their Place in 
Paradice, if not watchful; therefore good is it to 
wait and watch in the Light, which not only leadeth 
into the Garden of God again, and bringeth to the 
Tree of Life, and gives Right to eat thereof, but 
alſo preſerveth in the ſame; diſcovers and gives 
Dominion over the Tempter, and keepeth trom fall. 
ing into the Temptation, | 

It is no wonder to us, why the old Enemy of 
Mankind rageth againſt the Truth, under this Name 
Light ; and that he gives it 19 many opprobrious and 
deſpicable Names, that People might not regard it, 
nor believe in it as it is; knowing that it undermines 
his Kingdom of Darkneſs, and diſcovers him and all 
his Works, and deſtroys them alſo. We are Wit- 
neſſes of the Power and Virtue of Faith in the Light, 
that it is able to break all the Chains of Darkneſs, 
and deliver out of the Fetters of Death and Hell ; 
and we allo know, that there is not any other Way 

Or 
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or Means under Heaven appointed of God, that is 
able to effect this Work. All other Ways, Means 
and Inventions of Men, are not able to break one 
Link of the Chains of Darkneſs. Tis Faith in Chriſt 
the Light, which reproveth the World of Sin. 
Though this Light ſhines in the World in wicked 
Men in Darlneſs, yet they having not Faith in it, 
believing not in it, as that in which God dwells, they 
never know the ſaving Power and Virtue thereof; 


yet its reproving and condemning Power ſuch ſhall 
not eſcape, 


LII. It is a bleſſed Thing, for People 7s know the 
Name of the Lord, even as fome in Ages paſt knew it, 
and have left their Knowledge and Experience upon 
Record; who could ſay and witneſs, that he e 
of the Lord was as a Buckler, as a Shield, as a Tower 
of Defence, yea, as a ſtrong Tower, into which the 
Righteous fled and were fate. Tt is very precious ſor 
People ſo to know the Name of the Lord, and to 
meet together in it; ſuch are in Capacity to enjoy, 
poſſeſs and inherit all the Bl-/ings that ever were pro- 
miſed, and to avoid and eſcape all the Cuiſes that 
were ever threatned. 

The glorious Light of the Goſpel, that now ſhineth, 
is the Name of the Lord, whereby he hath made 
himſelf manifeſt to us in this our Day and Age. As 
we wait together, and walk in this Name, we are 
Witneſſes and Experiencers of the fulfilling of that 
Promiſe, here two or three are met together in my 
Name, there am I in the Midſt; ſuch know their 
Teacher, their Saviour, in the Midſt, and their Eye 
is towards him, and their Ear open to his Voice, who 
is a Teacher, one of a Thouland, who teacheth to 
profit indeed. Many, that have learned of him, can 
lay, They ſoon became wijer than all their former 
Teachers. Thus to hear and learn of him, is the 


bleſſed End of all Preaching, Hearing and Believ- 
ing; 
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bers of Imagery, and the hidden Things of Dark. 
neſs, and guided our Feet out of the Mire and Clay, 
and ſet them at liberty, to walk in that Path which 
leadeth out of the Way of Death and Darkneſs. 
This is that Maniteſtation of Light, by which all 
theſe Things are effected, to which our Minds were 
at firſt rurned ; which Light judgeth every Appear- 
ance of Evil, and leadeth all, that walk in it, out 
of the ſame. This the Path-way, that not only 
leadeth into Innocency, but preſerveth in it, tor 
there is a Poſſibility in this Age as of old, that Prople 
may loſe a good State, be tempted out of Innocency 
and a Virzin's State, after they have attained unto it, 
This made Paul exhort thoſe he wrote to, To beware 
left the Serpent beguiled them as he did Eve. How was 
that ? Why, draw or allure them out ot Innocency, 
out of Harmleſneſs and a ſinleſs State, into Sin or 
Breach of God's Commandments, to the Loſs of 
Paradice. This he hath done, and may do again; 
People may loſe a good State, yea, their Place in 
Paradice, it not watchful; therefore good is it to 
wait and watch in the Light, which not only leadeth 
into the Garden of God again, and bringeth to the 


Tree of Life, and gives Right to eat thereof, but 


alſo preſerveth in the ſame; diſcovers and gives 
Dominion over the Tempter, and keepeth trom fall. 
ing into the Temptation, 

It is no wonder to us, why the old Enemy of 
Mankind rageth againſt the Truth, under this Name 
Light ; and that he gives it ſo many opprobrious and 
deſpicable Names, that People might not regard it, 
nor believe in it as it is; knowing that it undermines 
his Kingdom of Darkneſs, and diſcovers him and all 
his Works, and deſtroys them alſo, We are Wit- 
nefles of the Power and Virtue of Faith in the Ligbt, 
that it is able to break all the Chains of Darkneſs, 
and deliver out of the Fetters of Death and Hell ; 
and we allo know, that there is not any other Way 


or 
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or Means under Heaven appointed of God, that is 
able to effect this Work. All other Ways, Means 
and Inventions of Men, are not able to break one 
Link of the Chains of Darkneſs. Tis Faith in Chriſt 
the Light, which reproveth the World of Sin. 
Though this Light ſhines in the World in wicked 
Men in Darkneſs, yet they having not Faith in it, 
believing not in it, as that in which God dwells, they 
never' know the ſaving Power and Virtue thereof ; 


yet its reproving and condemning Power ſuch ſhall 
not eſcape. 


LII. It is a bleſſed Thing, for People 1e know the 
Name of the Lord, even as ſome in Ages paſt knew it, 
and have left their Knowledge and Experience upon 
Record; who could ſay and witneſs, that the has 
of the Lord was as a Buckler, as a Shield, as a Tower 
of Defence, yea, as a ſtrong Tower, into which the 
Righteous fled and were fate. It is very precious for 
People fo to know the Name of the Lord, and to 
meet together in it; ſuch are in Capacity to enjoy, 
poſſeſs and inherit all the Bleſſings that ever were pro- 
miſed, and to avoid and elcape all the Curſes that 
were ever threatned. 

The glorious Light of the Goſpel, that now ſhineth, 
is the Name of the Lord, whereby he hath made 
himſelf manifeſt to us in this our Day and Age, As 
we wait together, and walk in this Name, we are 
Witneſſes and Experiencers of the fulfilling of that 
Promiſe, Where two or three are met together in my 
Name, there am JI in the Midſt ; ſuch know their 
Teacher, their Saviour, in the Midft, and their Eye 
is towards him, and their Ear open to his Voice, who 
is a Teacher, one of a Thouland, who teacheth to 
profit indeed. Many, that have learned of him, can 
lay, They ſoon became wiſer than all their former 
Teachers, Thus to hear and learn of him. is the 


bleſſed End of all Preaching, Hearing and Believ- 
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ing; and of all the Ordinances, Miniſtrations, Diſ- 
penſations and Appointments of God, ever ſince the 
Fall of Man, even to hear and obey the Voice of the 
Son of God, who is Light, and dwells in the Light, 
wherein the Righteous in all Ages had Fellowſhip 
with God, and one with another. | 

To know this Name, is more than Talk and a 
bare Profeſſion. To know it as a fate hiding Place, 
a {ure Rock, and Tower of Defence when the Enemy 
aſſaults, when Floods of Temptations attend, when 
Arrows fly by Night, and ceaſe not in the, Day ; 
when Storms deſcend, and Winds blow. This was 
and is the bleſſed End of the Knowledge of the Name 
of the Lord in all Ages, to fave and preſerve them 
that have it, from all Dangers that attend them at all 
Times and in all Places, from the Enemy of their 
Souls, that his fiery Darts may not .hurt them, nor 
his Floods drown them, nor the Storms and Wands 
overthrow them, nor the Enemies of their own Houſe 
prevail againſt them. 

This was the Reaſon why thoſe that knew it, com- 
pared it to a ſtrong Tower, &c. They often medi- 
rated in it, and thought upon the Name of the Lord, 
and thereby found Strength to abſtain from every 
Appearance of Evil, and to reſiſt the Devil in all his 
Attempts. This is a happy State indeed, which 
thoſe only that know the Name of the Lord, and 
can truſt in it, do enjoy. 

By this may all the bare Profeſſors of all the 
various Names in Chriſtendom, ſo called, be proved 
and tried; who talk much, and proteſs much, pt the 
Name of the Lord, but do not depart from Iniguity, 
do not ceaſe from Evil, do not know his Name as a 
ſtrong Tower, to ſave and preſerve them from the 
Strength and Power of the Enemy of their Souls; ſo 
notwithſtanding their great Profeſſion of the Name of 
the Lord, they do not depart from Iniquily; and tho? 
they take his Name into their Mouths, they hate to be 

reformed 
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reformed by bim; which is a great Abomination to the 
Lord, and ſtinks in his Noſtrils. For this I teftity in 
the Name of the Lord, that all People upon the 
Face of the Earth, let their Name and Sort ot Reli— 
gion be what it will, who profeſs the Name of the 
Lord, and are found in evil doing, their Profeſſion is 
vain, and their Religion a Lye, In Sin they live, 
and in Sin they will die, except they come to know 
that Repentance which is never to be repented of; 
till which, they can never come to know the Name 
of the Lord as a frong Tower, Buckler or Shield ; but 
are led captive and eninared by the Enemy of their 
Souls, even at his Pleaſure, 


LIII. In this ſtands our Bleſſedneſs and everlaſt- 
ing Happineſs, as our Eye is kept always looking to 
Jeſus, the Author and Finiſher or our Faith, and not 
only to know him the Author, the Beginner of Faith, 
but the Finiſher, the Ender alſo; to know the End of 
Faith, which is he Salvation of eur Souls ;, ſuch know 
Salvation nearer than when they firſt believed, It is 
a bleſſed Thing, to have and know that Faith which 
Jeſus is the Author of, the leaſt Meaſure of which, is 
very precious and very powerful; though it be bur as 
a Grain of Multard-ſeed, it removes Mountains, and 
doth wonderful Things. Many are living Witneſſes 
in this Age, as in Ages paſt, of the Power of Faith, 
even in the Beginning of its Work ; but it is an 
higher State to know the End of it, the Finiſhing of 
it, to know the Work thereof done; ro know the 
Heart purified by it, and the Victory over the World 
obtained ; the wicked One ſubdued and overcome, 
brought down and deſtroyed. This is a bleſſed State 
indeed, and that which all are to wait for, preſs after 
and witneſs. The only Way to attain it, is always 
to look to Jeſus, to keep the Eye of the Mind to- 
ward him, and the Ear open to him, who alone 
teacheth to proſit, even in Silence, when no Word is 

N ſpoken 
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ſpoken outwardly. This is the bleſſed End of the 
Miniſtry and Miniſters of Truth the Lord hath 
ſent amongſt us, and of all Preaching, Writing 
and Printing, even that every one's Eye might be 
turned to Jeſus, always looking to him who hath 


begun the good Work, and who alone is able to 
finiſh it, 


LIV. It is a bleſſed State, to be as @ Stranger 
and Pilgrim on the Earth, and to be able to fay in 
Truth, as ſome of old did, We have here no continuing 
City, but we ſeek one to come. I ſay, this is a bleſſed 
State; but it is more bleſſed to find the City ſought 
for, to know the heavenly City to be come, to know 
the heavenly Feruſalem come down from above, from 
God out of Heaven, and to be a Citizen of it; ſuch 
dwell in a quiet Habitation ; ſuch are redeemed from 
the Earth, who dwell in this heavenly City, where 
no unclean Thing can enter; they dwell not upon 
the Earth, neither do they inhabit the dark Corners 
thereof, where the Woe and Miſery is, as it is writ- 
ten, Woe to them that dwell upon the Earth : Wee to 
the Inhabitants of the Earth, for the Devil is come 
down amongſt you, &c. Oh! let none that talk of, 
and protels themſelves Citizens of the heavenly 
Feruſjalem, be found Inhabiters of the Earth! but let 
all travel Sion- ward, until they come to dwell therein, 
and become free Citizens thereof, who are not fellow 
Citizens with the Saints in Light, who dwell not 
within the Gates thereof. Oh! preſs forward to the 
lame, that a fitting down in the Kingdom you may 
witneſs, This is the End of our Pilgrimage; the 
End of ſeeking a City that will continue, whoſe 
Builder and Maker is God, who is worſhipped in this 
City in the Spirit, in the Truth, and hath everlaſting 
Praiſe from all the Inhabitants thereof. 

The outward Jew, the outward Jeruſalem, the 
outward Tenge, the outward Furniture thereof, and 

; the 


[ 81 1 


the Worſhips and Worſhippers therein, were Shadows, 
Figures and Types of theſe Things. Jeruſalem was 
the Place of Worſhip, and all were to repair thither 
to wo: ſhip, to make their Offerings, and offer their 
Sacrifices z and where ever the People were, when 
they prayed or worſhipped, they were to turn their 
Faces towards the City of Feruſalem. To be Wit- 
neſſes of the coming down of the heavenly City 
Jeruſalem, and a being fellow Citizens of the Saints in 
Tight, is the Antitype and Subſtance of thoſe Things, 
and of all the bleſſed Promiſes relating thereunto, and 
1s that which all are to wait for, who have not at- 
rained thereto, but are in the Way thereof. 


LV. It is a true Saying recorded in the holy 
Scriptures, that the Word is nigh, in the Mouth, and 
in the Heart; none need to aſcend or deſcend to fetch it 
down, or bring it up. This was the Word of Faith, 
preached and believed by the primitive Chriſtians, 
and is now again preached and believed in by a 
Remnant in this Age. Bleſſed are all thoſe that 
know, experience and abide in the fame, that hear 
and obey the Voice and Teachings thereof, that are 
learning of it, not only when they meet together in 
one Place, but at other Times and Places, in their 
common Occaſions to lend their Far unto it, and 
receive its Inſtruction. Such aſſuredly will be made 
wile unto Salvation. Such will not be always learn- 
ing, and never learned ; neither will they remain 
laden with Sin, nor be led about by divers Luſts, 
but will witneſs the powertul Salvation of God 
through Faith in the Word, which is quick, ſharp 
and powerful , quick to teach and inſtruct in all that 
is good; and to reprove and condemn all that is 
evil; and ſharp and powerful to cut down and 
deſtroy that which did formerly load with Sin, and 
led into the Things that are evil. 
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The hearing and ons this Word of Life, 
this inſpcaking W. ord of that is nigh in the 
Mouth and in the Heart, is the only Ground of all 
truc Learning and Knowledge, — all chat deſpiſe 
the Voice of it, and ſhut their Ears againlt che 


Teachings of it, and have not Faith 1 in it, though 


they may be {urniſhed with all the Agademical Learn- 
Ig in the World, and be diligent, Hearkeners to 
2 Voice of Men and Books, yet will they remain 
Süd to, and ignorant of the pure ſanctifying, 
ſatislying Wiſdom, and pcaceable Salvation of God, 
and under the Burthen and Power of Sin, under the 
Command of their Luſts, Wills and Paſſions. 

The Want of Faith in the Word and Power of 
God within, and the Neglect of hearing the ſtill ſmall 
Voice thereof, is the Ground and Caule of all Igno- 
rance, Errors, Darkneſs and Conſuſion among Men, 
of all Sccts and Sorts of Religion upon the Face of 
the whole Earth, 7 


LVI. It is a precious Thing to lave Faith, and 
to be always leoking unto Jeſus the Author and Finiſher 
of in; and to be growing and encreaſing in it, from 
One degree wnio aolbex, They are the bleſſed People 
ho wait, walk and live together in this Faith, which 
Tetus is the Author of, and is-the ſame which was 
once delivered to the Saints; being se Gift of God, 
and not of Man, The leaſt Meaſure of which 1s 
very poweriul, though but as a Grain of Muſtard- 
ized, it is able to remove Mountains; and all that 
know the Growing and Increaſè of it. and perſevere 
the rein, come to know Jeſus not only the Author, 
but tne Hinifber of Failh; not only the Beginner, but 
the Ender of it; for Faith hath an End, even the 

Salvation of the Soul; and all that attain to that 
End, can rejoice in the Salvation of God, waich is 
come ncaret unto them than when they firſt believed. 


Let 
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Let all the Sects in Chriſtendom, who talk of havin 
Faith in God, try and examine what their Faith hat 
dane for 'them. If it hath not removed Mountains 
of Dark neſs and Ignorance ;; if it hath not_ purified 
their Hearts; if it hath not given them Victory 
over the World, ſaved them out of the Evil thereot, 
enabled them to pleaſe God, to live unto him, and 
to find Acceptance with him; if they know not theſe 
Things wrought in them and for them, they may 
infallibly conclude their Faith is dead, and is none of 
that Faith which is the Gift of God, once delivered 
to, and received by the primitive Saints, which Jeſus 
was the Author of; but is a Faith of their own 
waking, and is like the Faith of Devils, who believe 
and tremble; the only Fruit and Effect of the Faith 
of Devils and wicked Men, 


LVII. It is a bleſſed Thing to know and wit- 
neſs a meeting and wailing together in ibe Name of 
Jeſus; ſuch as meet in this Name, and know Jeſus 
the peaceable Saviour in the Midſt of them, know 
the heavenly Adorning of a meek and quiet Spirit, 
the Prince of Peace, and his peaceable Government, 
the Lamb upon the Throne, the Righteous bearing 
Rule, the Land rejoicing, and heavenly Peace in 
their Borders. O collard $1 whe elde 

It is the true Waiters and Meeters in this Name, 
that enjoy all the Bleſſings promiſed. It is they that 
know their Strength, Faith and Confidence in God 
renewed ; their Wiſdom and Knowledge encreaſed 
with the Encreaſe of God; they know the Light to 
ſhine more and more unto a perfect Day, as was 
witneſſed of old, The juſt Man's Path is as a fhining 
Light, that ſhineth more and more unto a perfect Day. 

But before this Day is known, Jeruſalem muſt be 
ſearched as with Candles, even Feru/alem the choſen 
beloved City, and every Inhabitant of it; and the 
bleſſed End of Searching, is to cleanſe and purify it. 

Judgment 


L 84 ] 

Judgment begins at the Houſe of God, to purge 

— and . out all that doth defile, and . hy 

waſte Babylon the City of Confuſion, the Myſtery of 
Iniquity. Theſe Things are to be known and expe- 

rienced in every Particular, even Feru/alem ſearched 
and cleanſed, and Babylon waſted and deftroyed ; and 
the Encreaſe of the Kingdom of Heaven within, the 
Power, Light, and Glory thereof ſhining' more and 
more within, As in this Name we meet and abide, we 
feel the Kingdom come, and the Will of God done; 
and whatſoever we aſk in this Name, we receive, ac- 
cording to Chriſt's Promiſe; for we have not been 
called to a Sound of Words, to Figures, Types and 
Shadows, nor to depend upon the Lips of others, 
though enabled to make long Declarations of the 
Truth itſelf; but to inherit Subſtance, to feel Jeſus 
the Truth in the Midſt, the Tree of Life in the 
Midſt, and to eat of the Fruit thefeof, and to fit 
under his Shadow with great Delight. Theſe Things 
are a Remnant come unto, and do enjoy. This is 
the Crown and Rejoicing ot the Meſſengers and Mini- 
ſters of the Lord, when they come among us, to 
find us feeding on the Bread of Life; enjoying and 
poſſeſſing Subſtance, Peace, Lite and everlaſting Sal- 
vation : And it is their Sorrow and Trouble to find a 
People under the Proteſſion of Truth, always learn- 
ing, but never learned ; always hearing, aad yet 

ignoarant of the Voice of the Word of Lite in them, 
ſelves, and of that living Bread which comes down 


trom Heaven, | 


LVIII. To them that believe, Chriſt i: precious, 
even him whom the Nations deſpiſe, and the Maſter 
Builders ſet at nought : I ſay, to thoſe that believe 
he is precious, he is become the Head of the Corner. 
They love him in all his Appearances, Manifeſta- 
tions, Diſpenſations and Operations; whether he ap- 
pear as a Judge, a Convincer, a Reprover, a _—_ 
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with Fire, and a Fuller with z or a Comforter, 
Saviour, or Prince of Peace. In all theſe he is pre- 
cious to thoſe that believe in him, becauſe they know 
and believe, that the blefſed End of every Appear- 
ance and Operation of his Spirit in them, is in order 
to make them happy. | 

It is very bleſſed to know him appear as a Judge, 
a Reprover, a Refiner and Fuller, Sc. This is 
more than a bare Profeſſion, and beyond all the 
nominal Chriſtians upon the Face of the Earth; but 
it is much more bleſſed to know him a Finiſher of the 
Work, to know Judgment brought forth to Victory, 
to know a being refined, a being purified; a being 
ſanctified and ſaved, This is a State that every Be- 
liever is to wait for and experience; without which, 
they cannot be Chriſtians indeed, 1fraelites indeed, in 
whom is no Guile. | 

For this I teſtify, That this is the End of the 
bleſſed Appearance of the Son of God, the Light, 
Grace, Spirit, Power or Love of God within z which 
is all one Thing, though under different Names, fo 
to work and operate in every true Believer in him, 
and Lover of him, as to make an End of Sin, finiſh 
Tranſgreſſion, and bring in everlaſting Righteouſneſs. 
This 1s the bleſſed End of all his Operations. 

The titular Chriſtian that talks of Chriſt and his 
Offices, as King, Prieft and Prophet, Saviour and 
Redeemer, Sc. and knows him not farſt as a Refiner, 
a Fuller, as a Purger of the Floor, and a Burner 
of the Chaff with unquenchable Fire, deceives his 
own Soul with a vain Talk and Profeſſion ; ſo never 
witeſſeth Sin made an End of, nor Tranfſgreſlion 
finiſhed, nor everlaſting Righteouſneſs brought in, 
Except this be known, all Profeſſion is vain, and 
People cheat themſelves with the Name Chriſtian, 
the Nature thereof being wanting. 

It is very precious and abſolutely needful, for every 
Particular that profeſſeth the Name of Chriſt, = 
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faith that he. is a Believer. in him, to feel and know 
his Heart and Mind truly in Love with every Ap- 

ance. of him in his Soul; to follow it and obey 
it, and to enjoy the End thereof, viz. Everlaſting 
Sal vation brought in, Sin made an Edd of, that he 
may appear the ſecond Time without Sin unto Salva- 
tion. This is worthy to be waited for; and as every 
one loves the Appearance of Chriſt, and joins to it in 
their Hearts, againſt every Appearance of Evil, they 
are in the Way that leadeth thereto, even to everlaſt - 
ing Life, Peace and Salvation. This is the new and 
living Way, and there is not another. All that are 
out of this Way, Strangers to it in their Minds, their 
Hearts being alienated from it, never come to inherit 
Subſtance, nor to know everlaſting Righteouſneſs 
brought in, Unrighteouſneſs finiſned and caſt forth, 
the Houſe ſwept, purged and cleanſed, and they 
made an Habitation for God in the Spirit, but do 
remain as a Cage for unclean Birds, and a Place for 
Dragons; though they may talk of the Fame of 
Wiſdom, Sanctification and Redemption, Righteouſ- 
neſs and Salvation, yet they are found in the contrary; 
in Captivity and Bondage, though they talk of Free- 
dom and Redemption; in Unholineſs and Corruption, 
while they talk of Sanctification and Righteouineſs, 
Let all concerned, conſider hereof. 


LIX. It is a bleſſed Thing for People to meet 
together in one Place with one Accord, all minding one 
Thing, every Mind exerciſed in the Spirit and in the 
Truth, wherein alone God is worſhipped. This is the 
Worſhip a Remnant are brought unto, which Worſhip 
doth not always begin when their folemn Meetings 
begin, neither doth it end when they part. It is as 
every one is found therein, that they and their Worſhip 
dif;er from all the formal Worſhippers upon the Face 
of the whole Earth, whoſe Worſhip ſtands in the 
Traditions and Inventions of Men, in ſet Times, and 

at 
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at certain Places, in ſaying certain Prayers; feading 
divers Leſſons, preaching and finging, &c. Every 
Mind being exerciſed in the Truth, every Thing that 
1s contrary thereunto, is made to bow and bs unto 
it; every Thought, every Imagination, every Deſire 
and Affection made ſubject to the Truth, worſhipping 
or bowing to the Name of Jeſus. This is more than 
bowing the Knee, or all bodily Exerciſe whatlover 3 
more than all Mountain and Feruſalem Worſhip, of 
all the divers Modes in Chriſtendom. For while the 
Mind is carnally exerciſed, the Heart corrupt, the 
Conſcience defiled, the Underſtanding darkened; all is 
but Will-worſhip, Self-work, and voluntary Humi- 
lity, and hath no Acceptance with God. | 


LX. It is a true Saying which Chriſt ſpoke to his 
Diſciples, when he ſaid, FI go not away, the Com- 
forter will not come. There is much in the Words; 
many have read them, but have not underſtood what 
they read ; for it is a bleſſed Thing, to know the 
going away of Chriſt after the Fleſh, and to be able 
to ſay, as one of old did, Know 1 him ſo no more. 
They are thoſe that know him come again in the 
Spirit as a Comforter, as a Prince of Peace, and are 
Witneſſes of his peaceable Government in their Souls, 
and can ſay, He is come, and we look not for another. 


LXI. Of a Truth, the Times of Refreſhing are 
come from the Preſence of the Lord, the Showers 
trom Heaven are falling, and the heavenly Manna is 
rained down, and many are livingly refreſhed there- 
with, and are become as a well watered Garden : 
Who were as a Deſart and Wilderneſs, are now blo{- 
ſoming as a Roſe; and thoſe that were barren, now 
bear and bring forth Fruit unto God. This is the 


Lord's doing, and is marvelous in the Eyes of a 
Remnant, 
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Bleſſed are the People that can meet together with 
one Accord, and fit before the Lord waiting upon 
him. Such at Times are favoured to fit as at a 
Banquet, and have a Table richly ſpread before them; 
they eat and drink and their Souls are ſatisfied. Their 
everlaſting Happineſs and Bleſſedneſs ſtands in this; 
in feeling their Hearts and Minds continually drawn 
nigh unto the Lord, and ſtaid upon him, not only in 
their ſolemn Meetings, but at other Times. In this 
they are preſerved in a Capacity to partake of the 
Mercies and Bleſſings of the Lord daily. This is a 
bleſſed and ſafe State indeed; to know a Stay to the 
Mind, to know the Heart fixed, joined, ſettled upon 
the Lord. Such cannot be eaſily moved, neither can 
the Enemy prevail againſt ſuch, nor the Stranger 
intermeddle with their Joy. Their Bread is ſure, and 
their Water fails not. They are Witneſſes of the 
Truth of that Prophet's Words, who faid, ſpeaking 
of the Lord, Thou wilt keep them in perfect Peace, 
whoſe Minds are ſtaid upon thee, What can any deſire 
more than perfect Peace? Peace that is intire, want- 
ing nothing, full of Satisfaction, and Rejoicing in the 
inward Man. Oh! what would a Remnant have 
given in Times paſt, to have known a Stay to their 
Minds, to have known the heavenly Treaſure, which 
is ſufficient to ſatisty, refreſ and conſolate their Souls! 
This is the Pearl of great Price. This is the eating 
of the Tree of Life indeed, and is the only Way and 
Means to come to the Poſſeſſion of all the Treaſures 
of Wiſdom and Knowledge that lie hid in Chriſt 
Jeſus, and to inherit all the Bleſſings that attend the 
Chriſtiaz Religion we proteis ; but thoſe that are of 
a wanderig Mind, their Thoughts, Wills and Aft- 
tections untubdued, unmortified, they are in that State 
wherein they know not when Good comes, and as 
broken Ciſterns that can hold no Water. 

So this is the main Thing, wherem our Safety and 
Happineſs ſtands, viz, to know our Minds and Hearts 
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drawn nigh unto the Lord, our Eye fixed upon 
him; that after we have partook of his Bleſſings, and 
been refreſhed with his Preſence, we may abide in a 
Frame of Mind, ready to receive of him that which 
doth ſatisfy our Souls, and miniſter true Content to 
our Minds. Nothing is able thus to do, but the 
daily Bread, What we eat to Day, will not ſerve 
To- morrow. Give us this Day our daily Bread. 
Bread every Day ireſh from the Table of the Lord. 
Hereby is the growing trom Grace to Grace, from 
Faith to Faith, from one Degree of Glory unto ano- 
ther witneſſed, even till we all come unto the Stature 
and Fulneſs of Chriſt. The more any thus truly 
wait to. enjoy, the more they teel their Strength re- 
newed with heavenly Encouragement, ſo that they 
can run and not be weary, and walk and not be faint. 


LXII. That which makes a People bleſſed and 
happy, is, hat they bear and obey the till ſmall 
Voice, which faith, This is the Way, walk in it, This 
is the Voice of the true Shepherd, and the Sheep 
know it, follow it and obey it, and a Stranger they 
will not hear nor follow. In this Jay the Safety, 
Strength and Bleſſedneſs of the Righteous, in all 
Ages and Generations palt, even in hearing and obey- 
ing the Voice of the Lord. Herein they gained 
Victory over their Enemies, and knew them all con- 
tounded and brought to nought. This 1s the Strength 
and Bleſſcdneſs of the Righteous in this Age and 
Generation, by which they overcome their Enemies. 
As we hear and obey this Voice, we grow ſtrong and 
prevail againſt all our Enemies, even thoſe ot our 
own Houſe, which are our greateſt Enemies. In 
obeying this heavenly Voice, which calls out of all 
the crooked Ways and Bye-paths of Sin and Tranl- 
greſſion, into the ftraight and living Way of the 
Lord, and preſerveth in the ſame, that we return not 
into them again, that we enter not into the Way of 
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Sin and Tranſgreſſion, that we are not captivated in 
the Way of Darkneſs and Error, out ot which we 
have been called, and from which we have been re- 
deemed and ſaved with a great Salvation. Praiſes be 
to the Name of the Lord, who hath cauſed his glo- 
rious Day to dawn, and his heavenly Voice to be 
heard and known, from all the Voices that are in the 
World, and from the Voice of the Serpent, tho? it 
many times ſpeaks very low and ſmall. Yet bleſſed 
be the Lord, we hear and know it from the Voice of. 
our Enemy, from the Voice of the Stranger, becauſe 
it calls out of all Evil and Error, into Purity and 
Holineſs ; out of all Self-will, Thoughts and Ima- 
ginations, into the heavenly Stilneſs, Selt-denial, deep 
Humility, and Lowlineſs of Mind; which is the 
low Valley where the freſh Paſtures are, and the 
Springs of Life are known, where Satisfaction is 
enjoyed, and Peace and Tranquility of Mind poſſeſſ- 
ed. This is the Subſtance of all. This is that we 
have been and are called to, in this the glorious Da 

of God's Appearance, in this his Viſitation of us wit 

his Day-ſpring from on high, which ſhineth gloriouſly 
to a Remnant: Praiſes to God for ever. 


LXIII. Thoſe are the bleſſed People, who have 
not their Teacher to ſeek, their Saviour and Redeemer 
to ſeek ;, but their Eye beholds him, and their Ear 
beareth his Veice ; witneſſing and enjoying what one 
of old knew, when he ſaid, I knew that my Redeemer 
livelb, and that he ſhall ſtand laſt upon the Earth. 
This is an heavenly State, which a ſmall Remnant 
witneſs, even to ſee their Redeemer ſtand laſt upon 
tbe Earth, He was the firſt upon it, and is known 
to be the laſt alſo ; ſybduing all under him; the 
Earth to be his Footſtool ; all Earthly-mindedneſs, 
earthly Deſires, earthly Affections, trodden down and 
trampled upon by him; every vain Thought and 
jotty Imagination ſubdued under him, all our Ene- 
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mies deſtroyed by him. But no People nor Perſon 
upon the Face of the Earth, can witneſs theſe Things 
effected in them, but as they travail through the 
Work of Regeneration, and come to know that their 
Redeemer liveth, not only in himſelf, but alſo in 
them. Then Tranſgreſſion is known to be finiſhed, 
and everlaſting Righteouſneſs brought in. Then the 
Prince of Peace and Righteouſneſs reigns, firs upon 
the Throne and rules; where the Prince of the Power 
of the Air and Unrighteouſneſs did rule. Then doth 
the Land rejoice, and heavenly Peace abounds in their 
Dwellings ; which Peace cannot be enjoyed by any, 
let them profeſs what they will, tho? it be the Truth 
itſelf, unleſs they experimentally know their Teacher, 
their Saviour, their Redeemer. 


LXIV. The very Remembrance of the Time, 
wherein our Minds were turned 10 the true Light that 
now ſhineth, not only in Darkneſs, but out of it, is 
very precious; in which God dwells, in which we 
are living Witneſſes of his Preſence and Appearance 
which miniſtreth more Conſolation, Refreſhment and 
Gladneſs in our Hearts, than the Increaſe of Corn, 
Wine and Oil. The exceeding Love and Kindneſs 
of God, in fitting and preparing Inſtruments in his 
own Hand, and by his own Power, to turn and 
direct our Minds to the Light of Chrift within, ts 
the Power of God within, is never to be forgotten. 
The Waiting in which, and the Obedience to which, 
makes us and our Aſſemblies to differ from thoſe who 
are Strangers thereunto ; the which, as we wait in 
and obey, we never have our Teacher to ſeek, our 
Guide and Inſtructor to ſeek, though no Word be 
ſpoken outwardly. 

It is a precious Thing to love this Light, and to 
walk in it. That is the only Way to be a Child of it. 
It is the High- way that was propheſied ſhould be caſt 
up, whereia the Way-faring Man, tho) a Fool, ſhould 
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not err. There is no Stumbling in this Way, nor 10 
Occafion of ſlumbling. As we walk and abide therein, 
we are, and ſhall be the moſt contented People, the 
wiſeſt, ſtrongeſt and happieſt People upon the Face 
of the Earth; but out of it, we are as weak as any; 
and after we are come to the Knowledge of this 
Way, it we abide not therein, we may alſo become 
as wicked as any. 

There is no other Way to be looked for, no other 
Goſpel to be preached than this, to which our Minds 
were turned at the Beginning, viz. the Light, the 
Grace and Power of God, the Pearl, the Treaſure, 
the Kingdom within ; in which the Key is known, that 
openeth not only the Myſteries of Godlineſs, but the 
Myſtery of Iniquity alſo; and brings our Eye to be 
ſatis fied with ſeeing, our Ear with hearing, and our 
Heart with underſtanding, | 

Oh! how are we engaged to walk in this Way! 
to walk worthy of this Love which is ſhed abroad 
m our Hearts, which we are made Partakers of, that 
we may adorn our Profeſſion with all Holineſs of 
Life and Converſation, to the Praiſe of him that has 
called us out of Darkneſs into his marvelous Light: 
to whom be Glory for ever. 


LXV. It is a bleſſed Thing, to know hz Ring- 
dom of God to be come, even the ſame Kingdom which 
Chriſt long ſince taught his Diſciples to pray for; 
and which he in this Age hath taught his Diſciples 
to pray for. It is a bleſſed Thing to know this 
Kingdom to be come, but it is more bleſſed to know 
a ſitting down in it, and partaking of that wherein it 
ſtands, viz. Peace and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt ; which 
all the Kingdoms of this World *tannot give, nor 
take away. 

Now the Cauſe why we in Time paſt, as well as 
others, were ignorant of the Coming of this King- 
dom, and wanted the Enjoyment ot that wherein it 

i ſtands, 
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ſtands, was becauſe we diſregarded its Appearance, 
and overlooked the Seed of it, and ſighted the Ope- 
ration of it ; which is like the working of Leaven 
in Meal. This was the Cauſe, even becauſe we did 
not regard the Day of ſmall Things; we had no 
Faith in the holy Power and ſpiritual Appearance of 
God within, which always wrought againſt Evil, and 
the Author of it, and his Kingdom of Darkneſs, 
though but as a little Leaven or imall Seed. 

And all the Sccts and Sect-Maſters in Chriſtendom, 
who overlook the Seed of the Kingdom, which works 
like Leaven in all that have Faith in it, and deſpiſe 
the Appearance and Operation of the Light and 
Spirit ot God within, they never know the Coming 
ot the Kingdom of God, nor the Sitting down in it. 
They inherit Vanity, reap Sorrow, and lie down in 
Miſ-ry, let their Talk and Profeſſion be never fo 
high. This is the Word of Truth to them all. 

But all that know the Coming of this Kingdom, 
and a Sitting down in it, and the Enjoyment of that 
wherein it ſtands, which is Peace and Joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt; they are living Witneſſes of their being 
gathered from the Faſt, Weſt, North and South, 
and ot fitting down with Abraham, 1/aac, and Jacob 
in the Kingdom of God, and can ſay as ſome of old 
could, which the Author to the Hebrews wrote to, 
when he ſaid, But ye are come unio Mount Sion, and 
unto the City of the living God; the heavenly Jeruſalem, 
and to an innumerable Company of Angels, to the general 
Aſſembly and Church of the Firſt-born, which are writ- 
ten in Heaven; and to God the Judge of all, and to the 
Spirits of juſt Men made perfect; and io Jeſus the 
Mediator of the new Covenant; and to the Blood of 
Sprinkling, that ſpeaketh better Things than the Blood 
of Abel. Were not theſe Things written in the holy 
Scriptures, it might or would be counted unlawful, if 
not Blaſphemy, to ſpeak or write after this manner. 
But the Kingdom and Power of God is one and the 


ſame 
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of the Righteous in all Generations; even the ſame 
our Minds were at firſt turned and directed to, whoſe 
firſt Appearance was as a Light ſhining in a dark 
Place; as a little Seed ſpringing out of a dry Ground; 
as a little Leaven working in the Meal, according to 
the Parables and Teachings of Chriſt Jeſus. This 
was the Lot and Inheritance, which the holy Men 
and holy Women in Ages paſt waited for and re- 
ceived, and glorified and praiſed God for the Enjoy- 
ment thereof, in the midſt of all Afflictions and fiery 
Trials, and over them all. This was their Joy and 
Crown, and the Righteous in this Age defire no other. 


LXVI. We have been and are called to inherit 
Subſtance ; and all that have obeyed this Call, and 
abode with him that hath called, are Witneſſes of that 
Bread which nouriſbeib up unto eternal Life ; and do 
experience the Preciouſneſs and Pleaſantneſs that there 
is, in eating of that Bread which comes down from 
Heaven, The outward Bread, upon the outward 
Table in the outward Temple, was a Type and Re- 
preſentation of this heavenly Bread, which nouriſheth 
thoſe that feed thereon up unto eternai Life, To meet 
together, and fit together at this Table, and eat of 
this Bread, is better than to fit on Thrones with 
Princes, and to eat of their Dainties. All the Trea- 
ſures and Pleaſures of this World are not to be com- 
pared with it ; for there is nothing able to content the 
Soul, and to ſtop its hungering and thirſting after 
thoſe Things that periſh with the uſing, but the eating 
of this Bread: And the more any eat of this Bread, 
the more they hunger after it. There is a Pleaſure 
and Bleſſing in hungering and thirſting, when the 
Treaſury of living Bread and Water is ready at hand 
to WpP'y and it is the Taſte of the Crumbs which 
fall trom the Childrens Table, that begets a Cry - 

the 
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the Hearts of a Remnant, Evermore give us this 
W Solon 2 * 


V. 5 os ; | 

LXVII. Blefſed are all who have their Eye 
unto the; Lord, and their Ear open unto him at all 
Times, and in all Places, and in all States and Con- 
dition; for of a Truth, Gad is come to teach his 
People himſelf, as was long ſince foretold. All that 
have learned of him, and are guided by his Spirit, 
are thereby led to within the Vail, into the holieſt of 
Holies, and know: the Vail to be taken away, not 
only the Vail of Moſes, and the Vail of the outward 
Temple, but alſo the Vail of the Fleſb of Chriſt ; and 
are come to behold him, and dwell with him, who 
was before the Cauſe of Vails had a Being; before 
the Cauſe of the Law, the Labour of the Prophets, 
and Suffering of Chriſt had a Being. This State is 

cious to behold, and very delightful to enjoy. 
This is the Light of his Countenance indeed, which 
is better than Corn, Wine, Oil, or all viſible Things, 
This is the bleſſed End of Waiting upon God, as 
the Handmaid doth upon the. Eye of her Miſtreſs. 
Whether thou art as a Babe, as a Child, as a young 
Man, as an Elder, or as a Father; thy Duty is, in 
all theſe States and Growths, to have thy Eye unto 
the Lord, that he may lead thee from the one into 
the other, and preſerve thee therein by his Grace, 
which is able and ſufficient to teach thee all Good, 
ſave and defend thee from all Evil, lead thee into 
Glory, and eſtabliſh thee in the Kingdom thereof 
tor ever, 


LXVIII. It is a very bleſſed Thing, and thoſe 
are the People that are come to a bleſſed State and 
Condition, who can ſay in Truth, that their Bodies 
are the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, Theſe are they 
whoſe Eyes behold their Teacher; their Eye is in- 
ward unto bim, who teacheth in his Temple, and 

* whoſe 
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whoſe Glory appears in his Temple. Theſe ate the 
bleſſed — have this Knowledge; and all 
that have it, know how they come by it, and how 
they became ſo, having been the Temples of the 
unclean Spirit. They know the Temple that was 
defiled and polluted, cleanſed and purged, and the 
unclean Spirit and his Works caſt forth, Theſe are 
a watchful People againft all that would defile the 
Temple again, and theſe are the true Temple Wor- 
ſhippers in this Day and Age, and this is the Temple 
in which every one ſpeaks of the Glory of the Lord, 
of the Power of the Lord, and of his wonderous 
Works wrought therein, even in his Temple not made 
with Hands. | 

This is the Antitype and Subſtance of the out- 
ward Temple built by Solomen, and the various 
Worſhips and Services therein; even when People 
are brought into ſuch a- State, as to know their 
Bodies the Temple of the living God; that he walks 
in them, and dwells in them, according to the ancient 
Prophecies of holy Men. Theſe are an Habitation 
of God through the Spirit. ; 

Theſe are the Worſhippers in Spirit, in Truth, not 
only in appointed Places and ſolemn Aſſemblies, but 
at other Times and Places, bowing to every Ap- 
pearance of God in his Temple, in the Spirit and in 
the Truth in the inward Parts, which -God loves, 
accepts and delights in. 

The outward Temple, after it was finiſhed and 
ſanQified, became defiled, polluted, and made as a 
Den of Thieves, therefore it became robbed and 
ſpoiled of all its Treafure, and fo in the End deftroy- 
ed. This was or came to paſs in the Figure, and is 
written tor our Learning : Let all be watchful and 
take heed, leſt after they know their Bodies the Temples 
of God, ſanftified or made holy, they become polluted 
and deſiled again, Such God will deſtroy with woful 
Deſtruction. 


It 
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It is very precious when People are come, not 
only to know their Bodies the Temples of the Holy 
Ghoſt, which Knowledge is abſolutely needful, for 
without it there is no being a Cbriſlian, but alſo are 
come io know an heavenly Stilnefs, an heavenly 
Silence in the Temple, no buying and felling, not 
8 z no Noiſe of the Workman's Iron-tool 
in the Temple, for that defiles the Temple, and pol- 
lutes the Altar, if it be but lifted up upon it. The 
beſt Parts, Inventions and Arts of Man in the Fall, 
hath nothing to do in rearing an Altar, in building a 
Temple, nor in ſetting up a Worſhip, or offering 
Sacrifices to God, His Righteouſneſs and his Wick- 
edneſs are both Abomination to the Lord, 


LXIX. The Goſpel is the Power of God unto Sal- 
vation. This Goſpel was preached in Abrabam's 
Time, yea in Enoch's and Adam's Time, and Salva- » 
tion was obtained in it and by it. Thoſe that obeyed 
this Goſpel, the Power of God, in thoſe Ages, were 
ſaved by it from Evil, made juſt and holy Men, Friends 
of God, and walked with him. Thus it was betggg the 

w, under the Law, through the Prophets.” All 
that obeyed the Spirit and Power of God, obeyed the 
Goſpel, and were redeemed and ſaved by it from Sin 
and Tranſgreſſion, which Mankind being fallen into, 
had Need of the Goſpel to be preached unto him 3 
had Need of Redemption and Salvation by it ; and as 
it is received and obeyed, it is known to be the 
Power of God to Salvation by ſuch. 

Paul's Teſtimony was, Col. i. 23. that he was a 
Miniſter of that Goſpel which was preached in every 
Creature under Heaven; which was indeed the univer- 
ſal Light, Love and Power of God, appearing tor the 
Salvation of Man. All that are true Miniſters of this 
Goſpel, are like their heavenly Father, whoſe Light 
ſhineth for all, whoſe Rain falls upon all, whoſe Love 
extends to all, They are not like the Jewiſh Rabbies, 
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Doctors and Prieſts, or Miniſters of the Letter 3 
who preach not the Power of God, that brings Salva- 
tion to all that receive and obey it; neither do they 
bring their Diſciples. i#to true Love, Peace, Unity, 
Good-will, and Brotherly-kindeſs one to another, and 10 
all Mankind, and put an End to the contrary. 

Oh! the miſerable State poor Mankind is brought 
into, and held captive in, through the Myſtery of 
Iniquity working in many of the nominal Profeſſors 
in nominal Chriſtendom 1: where, under the Name and 
Profeſſion of the Prince of Peace, Love, Good-will, 
Innocency, Patience, Kindneſs, and all holy Vir- 
tues, is really found and practiſed, Wars, Fightings, 
Cruelty, Violence, envying, hating and deſtroying 
one another ; which are not the Fruits of the Goſpel 
of God, nor of the Miniſtry thereof; but of Men, 
of the Prince of Confuſion, and of Babylon, and of 
thoſe who have drunk of the Whores Cup, whoſe 
Wine of Fornication hath made drunk all Nations, 
He that can underſtand, tet him, 


— 5 Bleſſed are all thoſe that know themſelves 
Members of the true Church, which is built of living 
Stones, elect and precious, and are made an Habita- 
tion for God, in-the Spirit and in the Truth, who 
meet together, and wait upon the Lord in Silence, 
and worſhip in Spirit and Truth, without a Book, or 
Dependance on a Man- miniſter. 
Sa bleſſed are all that are of the true Church, 
living Stones, a ſpiritual Houſe and Habitation for 
God, who know him to dwell in them, and to walk 
in them as in his Temple, teaching and ruling in their 
Hearts, Thele are fellow Citizens of the Saints in 
Light, and know the heavenly City Jeruſalem come 
down from Heaven, and themlelves Inhabitants 
thercof. Theſe have known Redemption from the 
Earth, and the Tongue of the Fgyptian Sea dried up, 
the Seat of the Whore, and the Myſtery of all her 
F = N28 FHarlotry, 


99 ] 


Harlotry, under all her various Dreſſes and ſum 
tuous Array, and golden Appearances — 5 
and theſe are they that cannot be deceived longer by 
them. Theſe can ſing Hallelujab, Salvation, and 
Glory, and Honour, and Power unto the Lord their 
God. Theſe can ſay, True and righteous are bis 
Judęments, for he hath judged the great Whore which 
did corrupt the Earth with her Fornication, and hath 
avenged the Blood of his Servants at her Hand. 
Theſe can fay, Praiſe our God all ye his Servants, and 
ye that fear him, both Small and Great, for the Lord 
God Omnipetent reigneth ; let us be glad and rejoice, and 
give Honour to him, for the Marriage of the Lamb is 
come, and his Wife hath made berſelf ready, being ar- 
rayed in fine Linen, clean and white, which is the 
Righteouſneſs of Saints, and is the Wedding Garment 
that all are to be clothed with, who are called to the 


Marriage Supper of the Lamb, who are Members of 
bis Body, which is bis Church, 
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A 8 
CONCERNING 8 


THouUGHTs and IMAGINATIONS. 


VIL Thoughts and Imaginations, are great 
E Troublers of the World; and it is a great 
Miſery which Man is accompanied and fur- 
rounded with, who is given up to follow and 
his own evil Thoughts and Imaginations; or to wal 
according to them : It was a fore Judgment pronoun- 
ced againſt the diſobedient rebellious Jews, in the 
Word of the Lord by Jeremy, ſaying, Hear O Earth, 
behold I will bring Evil upon this People, even the Fruit 
of their Thoughts, And the Lord by the Prophet 
Tfaiah ſaith, I have ſtretched out my Hand all Day to 4 
rebellious People which walked in a Way that was not 
good, after their own Thoughts, which are Thoughts of 
Iniquity, and the aft of Violence is in their Hands. 
Alſo *tis written, Every Thought and Imagination of 
Man's Heart are only Evil, —. that continually. And 
very great is the Miſery, n and Slavery of 
Mankind in this Eſtate; he is an Enemy to God, and 
to himſelf, and to his Neighbour and Brother, Faſting 
and Deſtruction are in their Paths, who have not God 
in all their Thoughts. 

Now Reader, that which 1s principally on my 
Mind, is, to ſet before thee a certain infallibly Way, 
how thou mayeſt come to be ſaved from following or 
obeying thy own Thoughts, and to gain Strength 

againſt 
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inſt, and get Victory over all thy Imaginations 
x — are evil; and alſo how thou mayeſt attain to 
good Thoughts and heavenly Meditations in the 
Room thereof; and how thou mayeſt come to know 
every good Thought and Deſire brought into the 


Obedicnee of Chriſt, and gvery evil Thought and 
kee pe deſtroyed, and conſumed with the Breath 
f his Mouth; and the Brightneſs of his Appearimg. 
And when thou art reſtored and brought into the 
ſame Eſtate Man was in before Tranſgreſſion, even 
into the Garden of God, how thou muſt then dreſs 
and keep the Garden. Thou muſt then watch over, 
and in the Wiſdom and Power of God, govern thy 
Thoughts, leſt the Serpent beguile thee as he did 
Eve. 5 
Firſt, Thou muſt underſtand that the Ground evil 
Thoughts and Imaginations ariſe from, ſpring all the 
Briers, Thorns, and Thiſtles, and other hurtful 
Weeds in the World of Mankind, in whoſe Heart 
they began to ſpring, grow and increaſe, even ſo ſoon 
as he began to loſe his Faith in God his Maker, and 
incline to hearken to the Voice of the Serpent, and 
give Credit to his Lies which begot a vain Thought ; 
trom whence a falſe Hope ſprung, that they ſhould by 
eating the forbidden Fruit better their Conditions, be 
as Gods, according as the Serpent told the Woman, 
the weaker Veſſel, and by this talſe Hope, grounded 
upon the Thoughts and Imaginations, entered the firſt 
Tranſgreſſion; then when the Temptation was entered 
into, and Sin committed, Thoughts and Imaginations 
began to multiply and fill the diſobedient earthly 
Heart of Man, who having now turned his Back 
upon the Heavenly, lighted the Voice and Command 
of God, who was his Teacher and Laugiver, and 
lent his Ear to the wicked one, and gave up his Mind 
and Heart to obey him, even with Thoughts it was 
all for the beſt. Thus poor Man being deceived 
with vain Thoughts, and talſe Hope, loſt his Habita- 
1 tion 
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tion and Dwelling- place in Paradiſe 3 which after he 
had tranſgreſs'd, he ſtill thought to keep; for he 
was ſoon convinced he had done amiſs in eating the 
torbidden Fruit; and Fear poſſeſt his Heart, when 
be heard the Voice of God in the Cool of the Day, 
and therefore ſaught Means to cover and hide himſelf 
from the Sight of God: But herein his Thoughts 
were vain, and his Endeavours to no Purpoſe; the 
Woman, Man, and Serpent, all received the Fruits 
of their on Domgs; nothing but Life, Good and 
Bleſſing were known before; now Death, Evil 
and Curling) the Fruit and Effect of Diſobedience, 
which as I have ſaid, entered firſt by giving Place to 
a vain Thought and Deſire, in Hope to gain und 
better their Eſtate, became the daily Companions of 
Mankind, who found and finds by woful Experience, 
that 2 true, When Sin is finiſhed it brings forth 
Deat .* = mY 

So Man having loſt his Place in the Garden which 
God. planted, through neglecting his Work which 
God appointed him to do, which was 10 dre it, and 
to keep it; for the Garden needed dreſſing and keep- 
ing before tho forbidden Fruit was eaten, ue 
was loſt, and Sin was committed. | 
And this ariſeth. in my Mind to teſtify to al the 
"Wiſe in Heart, that after they are come to find that 
which was loſt,” to witneſs a Reſtoration and Regene- 
ration, and a, returning into Eden, into Innocency, 
they have Work: there to do; Dreſſing and-Keeping 
are two very fignificant Words: This was the 
Buſineſs of Man in the. Beginning. in the State of 
Innocency. ; if he had not neglected this Work, 
Nighted: the Light, Power, Wiſdom and Glory of 
God, with which he was repleniſhed, he had never 
fell ; when the Temptation got into a Thought, if 
he had watched in the Light and Wiſdom ot God, 
he would have ſeen and diſcovered the Tendency of 
it, and have prevented its coming to a Deſire — 
713 A 
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Act: But firſt giving Place to a ſelfiſh Thought, it 
ſoon ſprang to a Hunger or Deſire, thence into Act, 
this is the Beginning-and Progreſs of Sin at this Day, 
which Mankind in Innocency had; and hath Power 
and Wiſdom from God to prevent, if he abide in it, 
and keep in his Watch- Tower, the Light and Strength 
of God, which is as near him as the Temptation can 
be, and ſufficient to preſerve him: And where this 
Work is neglected, Men, yea, holy Men fall, and 
ſin after the Similitude of Adam's T ranſgreſſion, and 
are beguiled as the Serpent did Eve, drawn out of 
Innocency, anda finleſs Eſtate after they have attained 
unto 1t ; therefore let none be High-minded, but fear, 
and take the ſecond Adam for Example, who when 
he was tempted, did not deſire after the Things 
preſented, though very ſpecious in Appearance, and 
accompanied with very large Promiſes z/ even as the 
firſt Adam had ; But *tis written, while the Tempta- 
tion laſted he eat nothing; he let nothing in, gave no 
Place to ſelfiſh Thoughts, and Enticements of the 
Enemy : So when the Temptation was'over, Angels 
miniſtred unto him : Let this be the Example of all 
the Children of Light, and as do thereafter, the 
powerful Salvation of God ſhall furround them, And 
neither Heights nor Depths, Angels, Principalities, nor 
Powers, Things preſent, or Things to come, ſball be 
able: to ſeparate them from the Love of God in Chriſt 
Feſus. This is as a Word by the way, 

Now evil Thoughts' and Imaginations are of a 
multiplying Nature, and do mainly increafe and take 
Root in the Generality of Mankind; who, through 
evil Works are eſtranged from the ac of —_ 
remaining a degenerate Plant, ſprang from the 
of the evil Dow, and dwells — labours in that 
Ground which God hath curſed, and knows not the 
Seed of the Woman to bruiſe the Serpent's Head, and 
to redeem and preſerve him from following and 
obeying his own Thoughts and Imaginations, which 
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are evil, and that continually, And indeed in that 
State can be no otherwiſe, whether they lead into 
Selt-ſinning or Self-righteouſneſs, both are Abomina- 
tion to the Lord, and deſtructive to the Well-being 
of Mankind, both temporal and eternal: For all the 
211 — hath been brought forth and 8 
orld ſince the Beginning, began or a 
firſt in the Thought; and the A ＋ veins che- 
riſhed and joined to by the Mind, Will, and Under- 
ſtanding, it increaſed, and increaſeth into Words and 
Actions. That which is clean cannot from 
— which is unclean; the Heart of 1 ara the 
all is univerſally corrupted, - and deſperate wicked : 
and, as hath — faid, the Thoughts and Imagina- 
tions thereof are evil, and that continually : And 
before it can be otherwiſe, there is an abſolute Neceſ- 
ſity that every particular Man and Woman know 
and experience for, and in themſelves, their Hearts 
cleanſed, purged and purified, and created ane ; the 
Ground muſt be made good, before the Seed, the 
heavenly Plant can grow, increaſe and flouriſh there- 
in; before good Thoughts, heavenly Thoughts and 
Meditations can ariſe, ſpring and remain therein. 
And when this Eſtate is known, and enjoyed, then 
to abide with him, dwell and. walk with him, who 
hath wrought theſe mighty Things in thee, and for 
thee, and in his Wiſdom and Power to dreſs and 
keep the Garden, the Heart, with all Diligence, that 
that which would defile enter not, creep in again, as 
it did in the Beginning, which is poſſible. There- 
fore what the Spirit of God put Man upon in the 
Beginning, when he was a noble Plant in Eden, 
wholly a right Seed, viz. to dreſs and keep the Gar- 
den; fo the Spirit of God now in this Age faith, 
Watch and pray, leſt ye enter inio Temptation ; take 
heed, leſt as the Serpent beguiled Eve, through his 
Subtilty, ſo your Minds ſhould be corrupted from the 
Simplicity that is in Chriſt, 
| . Now 
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Now this I teſtify from; certain Knowledge, that 
God hath ordained Means, whereby Mankind, whoſe 
Heart. is ſo corrupted, that nothing that is good 
proceeds out of it, neither any Thing that is hea» 
venly, and of God., ſprings up in it, that can live a 
Moment, being ſo fouſ and ſo dark, even like à faul 
dark, Pięcsoof Eatth outwardly, on which! the Sun 
never-{hines; nor the Rain talls, that Man in this 
miſęrable State may came to know and experience his 
toul Heart cleanſed, purged, and ſanctified, as the 
Cniſtiant du the primitits Times. did Such were 
ſomd f gli, but nog; de: v waſhed, cleanſed, und 
ſanttified, &c. Tb fallou Eround may be plowed. up, 
and bean Seed, and the Wilderneſs may become a fruitful 
Tield, aud Streams, may break forth in the- Peſert, aud 
tbe. Deſert, may come: te rejoics and 10 bloſſom: as:a Roſe ; 
crooxed, Things may be — ſtrait, and rough Places 
ſmooth ,' great heavy dark high Mountains may be 
brought down and remouęd, yea melted at the Preſence - 
of God, and the low-Valleys-may be exalted; yea the 
Wilderneſs may become like Eden, and: the Deſert. like 
the Garden of the Lond. All theſe mighty Works 
and, Wonders hath the Lord wrought in this Age, in 
and, for a Remnant, who. are come to the fulfilling 
of the Prophecies, are living Witneſſes of the ſame, 
and do in his holy Spirit, and Power, proclaim that 
the Love and Mercy ot God towards loſt Man is 
univerſal, and that his Hand is ſtretched forth to help 
him out of the Snare, Pit, and deep dark Dungeon, 
wherein he is fallen; out of which he cannot by all 
his Strength, Wiſdom, and Invention, help himſeli'!; 
and to ſet him at Liberty, that he may run the Ways 
of his Commandments, with Delight, and that he 
may come again to ſtand upright, as God made Man 
in the Beginning; and lay aſide all his Thoughts and 
Inventions, wherein he corrupted himſelf; and to 
bring him into ſuch a State and Condition, that he 
may be able to do all Things that are good, to think 

f good 
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good Thoughts, ſpeak good Words, and do good 
Works ; aud ſo eſchew and avoid the contraryi This 
to know andibe able to do, is the one Thing: needful, 
wichout which all Men are miſerable, let their Know- 
ledge, Wiſdom, and Profeſſion of Religion, Opinion 
and Inveytion, be what it will. ieh 
Therefore my Mind is in Godod- will to Mankind, 
having received Knowledge and Underſtanding of the 
Means God hath ordained for their Good and Salva- 
tion: And being ſomething acquainted with the. two 
great Myſteties of Godlineſs and Iniquity, and the 
Way and Working of each, to impart and ſignify 
ſomething of the fame in a few. Words, to ipſtruct 
and inform thoſe to whom this my Teſtimony may 
come, how they may attain thereunto, and;how:they. 
may come to be rid of thoſe troubleſome, Com- 
panions, iz. evil Thoughts and Imaginations, that 
ariſe in their Hearts, while corrupted; and how the 
ſame may be purified and made a holy Habitation 
for God, as it was before Sin entred, before Inno- 
cency was loſt, before the Serpent deceived ' the 
weaker Veſſel, when all was good, yea, very good. 
The Way that leadeth thereto, I declare to be as 
followeth; and whoever thou art that haſt a Mind 
or Deſire to find that which is loſt, obſerve, believe, 
and receive what I ſay or write, as Truth ; not re- 
ceived or learned by Tradition, but by the experi- 
mental powerful Work and Operation of the Spirit 
of Truth in thy own Mind: And what I have ſaid, 
or ſhall ſay, is, and ſhall be according to the holy 
Scriptures, - and witneſſed to by them, for I cannot 
write contrary to them, being in Unity with them, 
and with the juſt Men's Spirits that wrote them. 
Firſt then know thou, O Man! whoever thou art, 
and whatever thy Thoughts and Imaginations are, 
how far foever thou art run into Corruption, Dark- 
neſs, and Degeneration trom the State of Innocency, 
Purity, and Holineſs ; yet there is a Meaſure of Divine 
Light 
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Light attends thee z thou art-Darkneſs, it 

ſhines in thee, in order to ſhew thee thy Way out of 
it z 7 «Hap art degenerated and run from God 
into the Earth, yet this pure Light and Spirit of God 
follows thee, and calls thee and thou mayſt in 
this State hear it as a Voice behind thee, ſaying, 
Return; return, this is the Way, come and walk in it ; 
this is the Kindneſs and Love of God to thee in his 
Son, Who is the Light of the World, and lighteth 
every one that cometh thereinto z if thou hear and 
obey this Voice of the Light of the Son of God, 
though thou wert dead .in Sin, and buried as in a 
Grave, thou ſhale ariſe and come forth and live 
before him; the Bars and Gates of Hell ſhall not be 
able to retain thee :- But if thou flight and deſpiſe the 
Light of God that viſits thee, and ſhutteſt thy Ear 
againſt its Voice, it will be as a Thouſand Witneſſes 
againſt thee, while thou rebelleſt agaift it, and art 
found gay own Thoughts and Imaginations, - 
and doing the Thing that is evil ; for this Light I 

ſpeak of, is the Eye of the Lord, that runs too and 
fro through the Earth, beholding the Evil and the 
Good, and that diſcerneth the Thoughts and Intents 
of the Heart ; it's the Word that's nigh in the Mouth 
and in the Heart, which is quick and powerful, ſharp- 
er than any two-edged Sword, piercing even to the 
dividing aſunder of Soul and Spirit, and of the Joints 
and Marrow: This is the Candle of the Lord that 
ſearcheth Feruſalem, and gives Light to the Sides of 
the Earth, and Corners of the World, from whom 
the Shadow of Death cannot hide, nor the Rocks and 
Mountains cover or defend; for be that formeth the 
Mountains, and createth the Winds, and declareth or 
ſheweth unto Mah what is his Thought, that maketh 
the Morning Darkneſs, and treadeth upon the high 
Places of the Earth, the Lord, the God of Hoſts is bis 
Name. This is the Spirit of Truth that convinceth 
the World of Sin, and that ſets Mens Sins in order 


before 
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before them, and reproves and: ſmites in ſecret for 
Evil, and that brings to Judgment the hidden Things 
of &/au + From this Eye or Light of the Lord, thou 
canſt not hide thyſelf no more than Adam and Cain 
could, thbugh thou ſhouldeſt hate the Light, which 
ſheweth thee thy Thoughts, and love the- 8 fo 
as todwellin it, yet the Light or Eye of God will 
ue thee and find thee out; Hell nor the utmoſt 
arts of the Earth, and Darkneſs, cannot ſecure thee 
from the juſt Condemnation of God; becauſe thou 
hateſt the Shining of his Light, and ſtoppeſt thy Ear 
againſt the Voice and Teaching of it, and loveſt the 
Darkneſs, and dwelleſt in it, while thou doeſt ſo, 
thou chooſeſt the Way of Death, and neglecteit the 
Means of Salvation that God hath ordained: For this 
is the Condemnation ef the World, that Light is come 
into it, and Men love Darkneſs ratber, becauſe their 
Deeds are cuil. 8 1 
Now at the firſt Step towards Reſtoration and ever- 
laſting Happineſs, thou art required to turn thy Mind 
from the Darkneſs in which thou dwelleſt, to the 
Light, Eye or Spirit of God, and to decline the Power 
of Satan that works in the Darkneſs, and embrace 
the Power of God; and when thou doeſt but begin 
to do ſo, thou wilt find the Scales to fall from thy 
Eyes by degrees, and the Vail to be taken off thy 
Heart, and the Fetters and Chains of Darkneſs to be 
looſed, and the Priſon Doors opened; fo when: thy 
Candle is | lighted, and thy Eye opened, thou wilt 
diſcern thy Way out, and ſee the Angel of the Lord 
£9 before thee, and guide thee in the ſame: And 
thou wilt alſo perceive what is in thy Houſe, and 
clearly underſtand what hath lodged in the dark Room 
of thy Heart, and when thou comeſt to fee Things 
as they are, thou wilt receive Wil- © 
dom to give them Names accord- 1 * Miſtake ia the 
ing to their Nature, and.to judge . — 
righteouſly concerning them: And 
. as 
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of Things that do as thou loveſt this Light, thou 
Te e | 8 * mie divide 
| ' betwixt Thought and Thought, 
| — 21 n and begin to make Conſcienec of 
ſome call Darkneſs -a Thought, and to hate every vain 
Light, and Light Thought; and when thou canſt 
Darkness. not be eaſily rid of them, nor re- 
r | move them from their old Lodg- 
-ing-place, thou wilt : breathe and cry to the Lord in 
the: Spirit, as one of old did, who was burthened 
and oppreſſed with their Company; Search me and 
try me, O God | and know my Heart, try me and know 
my Thoughts, and ſee if there ' be any wicked Way in 
me, and lead me in the Way everlaſting. This is the 
Cry which the Lord hears, and will anſwer in due and 
needful Time. And Feremiah's Cry to Feruſalem was, 
Waſh thy Heart from Mictedneſi, that thou mayeſt be 
ſaved, how long Hall thy vain Thoughts lodge within 
thee ? Now the only Way to diſlodge them, and to 
be rid of their Company, is to ſhew them no Coun- 
tenance, make no Proviſion for them, give them no 
Entertainment, but by the Light of God which diſ- 
covers them to be thy Enemies, judge them, and 
thy Mind exerciſed in the Light and Power of 
„ that it is turned to; and in thy Thoughts, and 
Imaginations, give them no Regard: and though 
they do and may ariſe, purſue and compaſs thee about 
like Bees, yet thou keeping thy Eye fixed in the Light 
and Power of God, which is as nigh thee as thy 
Thoughts are, and ſneweth them unto thee, thou wilt 
ſee them in due Time ſcatt ered as Chaff before a fierce 
9 and deſtroyed as Stubble before a devouring 
ire. 11150 | 
Now as thou comeſt to be a Believer in the Light, 
and to truſt in the Power of God, to which thy 
Mind is turned, thou wilt become in very Deed a 
Child of it, and ſoon be able to ſay, Darkneſs is paſt, 
and the true Light now ſhineth, by which thou * 
b ee 
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| ſee and judge every Thought and Motion that ariſeth 

and ſtirreth in thy Mind, whether evil or innocent, 
hurttul.or harmleſs, and have Wiſdom to order them 
ein And this is that primitive Wiſdom 

ank ind had in the Beginning, but he abode not in 
it, through looking at the Temptation and Beauty 
of the Thing prelented to the Eye of his Mind. 
The Woman was deceived in her Thoughts; in 
her Judgment and Underſtanding was ſhe vs tpa0y 
betore the obeyed the Tempter; it appeared good 
for Food, pleaſant and deſirable, and able to make 


one wile, beiore ſhe eat, or gave to her Hul- Gen. iii. 6. 


band. Paul faith, the Woman being deceived; was 


in the Tranſgreſſion ſubjected to Vanity; not wil- 1 Tim. ii. 


lingly, but through Hope; ſhe hoped to find the 14. 


Serpent's Words true; and to become more wiſe, and _— viii, 


more happy, by taking the Serpent's Counſel ; but 
inſtead thereof, fell into the Depth of Miſery ; The 
lame Danger attends the Children of Light; the 
Sons and Daughters of God, fer Adam was a Son of 
God before Tranſgreſſion. And it is only ſuch who 
are in the Reſtoration, Children of the Light, and 
of the Day, that are capable to fall as Adam and Eve 
did, and to fin after the Similitude of Adam's Tranſ- 
greſſion, and to loſe Innocency, Purity, Holineſs and 
Uprightneſs as they did, and be driven out of the 
Garden of God, as they were. Such as were never 
in it, nor ever dwelt in the State of Reſtoration, In- 
nocency, Purity and Holineſs, cannot be faid to fall 
rom, or loſe it, Children ot Darkneſs, and Children 
of the Devil, who have gone aſtray, and dwelt in 
Darkneſs, and in the Region and Shadow of Death, 
never knew what the Liie of Purity and Holineſs is, 
nor what the Simplicity of the Golp*l of Chrilt is, 
ſo cannot be beguiled as the Serpent did Eve, of that 
they never knew, nor had, as Men and Women now 
in the World; yet ſuch are beguiled by the Serpent in 
another Sort; not of what they have had, uud did 

once 


[ 212 ] 


once enjoy, but of what they might have and ſhould 
enſoy: And this he effects by keeping the Eyes and 
Minds of People abroad, and by perſwading them to 
follow any Thing, and walk in any Way, rather than 
to turn the Eye of their Minds inward to the Light, 
Mord, Power, and Spirit of God, which jhines, which 
ſpeaks, which works in Man, in order to lead, to 
teach, to guide and direct him into the Way of Life, 
and Salvation, and to bring him into the glorious 
Liberty of the Sons of God, into a perfect Tranſla- 
tion from Darkneſs ro Light, and from the Kingdom 
and Power or Satan, to the Kingdom and Power of 
the Son of God, and to know Chriſt made unto him 
Wiſdom, Sanctification and Redemption. 

This is the bleſſed End of God in ſending his Son 
a Light into the World, even to enlighten the Genlile, 
Jew, Profeſſor and Protane ; and that through him 
they might believe and receive eternal Life, and enter 
into that bleſſed Reſt that God hath prepared, which 
the primitive Chriſtzans who believed, entred into; 
where they did not ſpeak their own Words, nor 
think their own Thoughts, nor do their own Works, 
their heavenly Father ſpake in them, and their Thoughts 
<were Thoughts of God, and be wrought all their Works 
in them and for ibem. This is a bleſſed State indeed 
and none are entred into the Reſt which God hath 
prepared, but ſuch as are come to witneſs and expe- 
Tience theic Things now 1n this Age, as the priminve 
Chriſtians did in Ages paſt. 

For while any are found thinking their own 
Thoughts, ſneaking their own Words, and doing 
their own Works, though under a Proteſſion of Chriſ 
and Chriſtianity, they cannot enter into the Reſt which 
God hath prepared, though they may create to them- 
ſelves falſe Reſts. and kindle a Fire, and walk by the 
Light or their awn' Sparks, but in the End lie down 


in Sorrow. 


True 
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True Reſt and Peace is obtained, or comes through 
a true Self. denial: A dying to Sel!-ſinning, and Selt- 
righteouſneſs, Selt-thiaking, and Working, Contri 
ving and Inventing, Self. wiſdom, and Underſtanding 
alſo: All cheſe/F hings muſt be denied, annihilated. or 
brought to nothing, and confounded: The p 
upon theſe Things occaſioned, and 
occaſioneth the Curſe, and all the The feedin 
Labour, Trouble, Sorrow and Ter- fe torbidden a Fir 
ment that hath attended, and doth No bes NT Wo 
attend Mankind ſince the Fall; Food, occafioned, 
to the Death, muſt they all come and occationcth at 
before a Sitting down in the King- this Day, all the 
dom of God can be witneſſed, or Mankind,” * 
before any can ceaſe from their 
own Works, as God did from his. 

Now thou who art a Child of Light, . 
this one Thing for thy Comfort and — 
in thy Warfare againſt evil Thoughts; that notwith- 
ſtanding Multitude of Thoughts do ariſe in thee, 
and Troops thereoMtrcend thee, which are in them- 
ſelves fintul ; yet if thou join not with them in thy 
Mind, Will, and Underſtanding, they are not thy 
Thoughts, neither ſhall the Evil thereof be ne 
unto thee, if thou loveſt the Light, and keepeſt thy 
Mind joined to the Spirit of God, or Appearance of 
Chriſt in thee, that diſcovereth all Temptations unto 
thee, in the very Thought, and firſt Appearance of 
them; then thou art helping the Lord againſt the 
Mighty ; being joined unto him, art becoming one 
with him in thy Mind, and Spirit, though in thy 
Members there is a Law, a Power that Wars againſt 
thee, and as thou abideſt with the Lord, waiting upon 
him, even as the Eye of a Maid waits upon the Hand 
of ber Miſtreſs ; he will fave and deliver thee, and 
ſubdue all thy Enemies, even thoſe of thy own Houle, 
which are the greateſt Enemies, 


R 2 Though 
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Though Temptations may, and will attend thee, 
yet it is no Sin to be tempted, though with inward 
Temptations; neither art thou to account thyſelf, 
nor to be accounted a Sinner, becauſe Sin and vain 
Thoughts may preſent themſelves in-thee, in thy 
Warfare Eſtate, yet thou mayeſt ſay as Paul did, I. 
is no more I, but Sin that dwelleth in me; and that in 
me; that is in my Fleſh dwells no good Thing : Which 
Fleſh thou art now in the Way to know withers as 
the Graſs, and the Glory of it becomes as the faded 
Flower of the Field, and Sin that dwelleth therein 
deſtroyed, and the Creature of God's making pre- 
ſerved, the earthen Veſſel that holds the heavenly 
Treaſure ſanctified and ſaved, and delivered from the 
Yoke of Bondage the whole Creation of God groans 
under, And this thou ſhalt certainly arrive at, as 
thou keepeſt thy Eye upon thy Saviour, thy Light, 
thy Way, thy Captain, whom thou wilf ſee go before 
thee conquering, and to conquer, till all his and thy 
Enemies are ſubdued, brought under, and deſtroyed, 

Rug i and thou made as a King, as a 
* Leſt thou ſhouldſt Prieſt to God, * and as the pri- 


ſtumble at thoſe Say- mitive Chriſtians were, who could 
ings, conſider that 


obs was the greateſt ſay, as he is, ſo are We in this 
Prophet that was Preſent World, pure as be is pure, 
born of a Woman, Holy as be is holy, righteous as be is 
E 8 = righteous, harmleſs and innocent as 
be > he was, in all reſigned up unto the 

Will of God: Not my Will, faid 
the ſecond Adam, but bine; though his Will was as 
innocent and harmleſs as the firſt Adam's was before 
the Fall, and did excel: When thou comeſt up hither, 
thou wilt underſtand and receive what I ſay, till then 
it will be as a Myſtery and hard Saying to thee. 

And in thy Way take heed of Thinking, Willing, 
and Running, that obtains not the PrWðe, ſtand (till 
and ſee the Salvation. of God ; mind above all, the 
Arm ©: his Power in thee, which is able to ſuppreſs 


thy 
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thy Thoughts, mortify thy Will, ſtop thy Running, 
and give thee perfect Srength to reſiſt the Devil, and 
make him flee, and to turniſh thee to every good 
Word and Work, and give thee Dominion over thy 
own Spirit, whoſe Property is to be ſciſt in Thoughts, 
eager in Defire, and reſtleſs in the Accompliſhment 
thereof. | 

Now it is written, he that hath Rule over his ow 
Spirit is ſtronger than be that takes 
a City; and be that hath no Rule Conſider the Si- 
over his own Spirit is like a City mily, and in the 
broken down, and without Walls : Light oy and "aqua 
When the Righteous bears Rule, the ATMS 29-4 7 
Land rejoicetb; but when the Wick- find the Truth there- 
ed, the Land mourneth, Theſe of. 

Things are infallibly true; while 5 

the Uſurper keeps the Throne, the Prince of Peace 
and his peaceable Government is not known, Tribu- 
lation and Anguiſh comes upon every Soul of Man 
that doth.Evil, that thinketh and imagineth Evil, and 
that yields his Members Servants to Bagger ute, 
let his Opinion, Profeſſion and Talk of Rellgion, be 
what it will, be that commits Sin is of the Devil: and 
without returning from it, a finiſhing or ending of it, 
and Righteouſneſs ſet up in the Room thereof, will 
have the Wages and Reward of the ſame, and poſſeſs 
the Fruit of their own Thoughts and Doings. 

Now it is a heavenly Eſtate to live under the 
Government of Chriſt, to know and experience him, 
ſwaying the Scepter in the Heart, and eſtabliſhed in 
the Throne thereof : But this none come to enjoy, 
till they have firſt known him to fit as a Refiner with 
Fire, and as a Fuller with Soap ; and as a Spirit of 
Judgment and Burning; and as the Stronger to dif- 
poſſeſs the eat Man, ſpoil all his Goods, ſweep and 
cleanſe the Houſe, and to furniſh it again with hea- 
venly Goods, Thoughts, Deſires and Meditations, 
and all Things elſe that becomes the Houſe of the 

Lord: 


Prov. xv. 
29. 


Dan. v. 6. 
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Lord: Holineſs to the Lord was written or engraven 
upon the Crown and Plate of Gold, and all the Fur- 
niture of the outward Temple was ſanctified, of 
which this is the Anti- type, or Subſtance, as he that 
enjoys it well knows. | | 
And now it is the Duty. of a Chriſtian to watch in 
the Light againſt evil Thoughts, and to uſe the Axe 
of God, which is laid to the Root of them, that their 
Springing again may be hindred, and the End of them 
prevented; ſo allo it is the Duty of every one, when 
good Thoughts and Deſires ſpring in the Room 
thereof, to cheriſh them, to join with them, and 
to keep their Eye unto the Lord that begat them, 
or raiſed them up in the Heart; being Thoughts 
of Purity, Thoughts of Peace and Righteouſneſs, 
Thoughts of Holineſs and Joy in the inward Man; 
which Thoughts thou of thyſelf 
Good Thoughts cannot think : Theſe are com- 


are of God's own 


begetting, and very 


comfortable to a 


— get and are 
the Fruit and Effect 
of keeping and o- 


fortable Thoughts, juſtifying and 
excuſing Thoughts, Thoughts that 
will ſtand approved in the Light, 
and the End and Tendency of 
them is good, even as pleaſant 


beying the Law of 
God within the 
Heart, Rom. ii. 14, 
15. 


Fruit to the Soul; ſo that ſuch 
can ſay as David once did: How 
precious are thy Thoughts unto me, 
O Gd] how great is the Sum of 
them ! If T ſhould count them, they are more in Number 
than the Sand; when 1 awake I am ſtill with thee. 
As thou loveſt the Light, and delighteſt in the Law 
of God, and meditates therein, cheſe good Thoughts 
will multiply, and increaſe in thee, to thy great 
Content and Satisfaction. But the Thoughts of the 
Wicked are Sin, and Sin brings Trouble, Anguiſh 


and Torment; Men are accuſed or exculed in their 


Thoughts. It is faid Beſſbaxzer was ſo much troubled 
with his Thoughts, that bis Countenance was changed, 
Knees 
[mote 


aud the Joints of his Loins were looſed, and his 
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fmote together, Many are the amazing, tormenting IH. lis. 7, 
Thoughts that attends the Wicked, whoſe Feet run io 
do Evil, and make haſte to ſhed innocent Blood; their 
Thoughts are Thoughts of Iniquity ; Waſting and Deſtruc- 
tion are in their Paths; the Way of Peace they know 
not; and there is no Tudgment in their Goings. 

Now the Thoughts of the Righteous are right, and 
thoſe that commit their Way to the Lord, their Thoughts 
ſhall be eſtabliſhed : And that's a bleſſed State indeed; 
to have good Thoughts eſtabliſhed in the Heart, in 
the Mind, ſuch can go forth, and come in, in Peace, 
lie down and rife up in Peace, live and walk in Peace, 
and praiſe the God of Peace, who is bleſſed for ever- 
more: And this is the Peace, the inward Peace, 
which the World with all its Treaſures and Pleaſures 
cannot give, nor by its Frowns take away, and is the 
Portion of all that get Victory over their own 
Thoughts, Imaginations, Luſts, Deſires and Af- 
fections; and that do alſo keep in the Wiſdom and 
Power of God, that when good Thoughts are eſta- 
bliſhed in them, and are ſo made Partakers of the 
Divine Nature, that they naturally think good 
Thoughts, Thoughts ot Love, Peace, and Obedience, 
as they did while in the Degeneration think the con- 
trary, yet in this State of Innocency and Harmleſneſs 
to be diligent in the Wiſdom of God, to dreſs and 
keep the Garden, leſt thou having found Honey, eat 
more than may ſuffice to nouriſh the right Birth, leſt 
thou ſeed thyſelf without Fear, eat and drink and riſe 
up to play, grow idle and wanton, through Plenty, 
and fo forget the Lord, and let his Benefits ſlip out of 
thy Mind, and flight his Commandments, and let 
Pride and Exaltation in thy ſelfiſh Spirit grow up 
again, as the firlt Adam and others did, mentioned 
in the holy Scriptures, which are written for our Cc. x. 
Learning and Admonition ;, upon whom the Ends of the 
World are come; therefore let him that thinketh be 
ſtands, take heed leſt he fall, 
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Concerning the Life, State and Enjoyment of 4 
TRUE CHRISTIAN, | 


HE Life of a Chri/tian, of an [#aelite indeed, 

in whom is no Guile, is a Lite of Innocency, 
Peace, and Content; Quietneſs and true SatistaCtion 
abounds in the inward Man, ſo none can harm him; 
he lives in the Fear of God, which taught him to de- 
part from Iniquity, and now preſerveth him out of 
the ſame, he loveth God and his Neighbour, and 
hates no Man, fo tears not what Man can do unto 
him; his Bread is ſure, and his Water fails not: If 
he hath Wile or Children, Houſe or Land, or the 
Increaſe of Corn, Wine and Oil, he looks upon them 
as Things below, ſo doth not ſet his s and 
Affection upon them; he looks upon them as they 
are, and loves them in their Places, but not more 
than Chriſt: he loves the Lord above all, he loves 
to keep his Conſcience void of Offence towards God, 
and towards Man, above all; and if he cannot enjoy 
his Eſtate and Relations according to the Will of 
God, he is ready and willing to part with them, and 
can ſay as Job did, The Lord giveth, and the Lord 
zaketh away; bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. He 
is not afraid of evil Tidings ; the Ruffling of the 
Winds, and the Roaring of the Sea, doth not amaze 
nor affright him; he lives the Lite of Faith, which 
gives him Victory, and enables him to overcome all 
Things, he keeps on the Helmet of it, and the 
Breaſt-plate of Righteouſneſs, and the Sword of the 
Spirit, ſo is always armed againſt all Aſſaults of the 
World, Fleſh, and the Devil; and he knows the 
Name of the Lord as a ſtrong Tower, as a Shield, 
as a Buckler, as a Wall oi Defence, and is prepared 
to 
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to ſuffer and endure all Things, like good Soldiers 
with a ſettled Countenance, and holy Reſolution : And 
though by Men he may be accounted ſmitten and 
forſaken of God, and not fit to live upon the Earth, 
yet he enjoys heavenly Conſolation, pure Tranquility 
of Mind, Refreſhment, Comfort, and Joy in the 
inward Man ; the King's Daughter is all glorious 
within, and all Things that do, or can betall a Chri/- 
tian on this Side the = are not worthy to be com- 
pared to the Glory that is and ſhall be revealed in bim: 
And if there was no Reward on the other Side the 
Graye, he would not exchange his Life and Condition, 
for all the Glory, Riches, and Excellency the World 
can afford, ſeeing and accounting it all Vanity and 
Vexation of Spirit, yea, leſs than nothing, and 1 
lighter than Vanity. Having found the precious Pearl, l. 9+ 
which the Swine regard not, he is willing to part 
with all for it, knowing the wonderful Vertue, Riches, 
and Power thereof, bids adieu to all the fading 
Treaſures and Pleaſures of Egypt 3 chuſing rather to 
ſuffer Affliction and Perſecution for Righteouſnelſs- 
Sake, than to enjoy the Court-Pleaſures of Princes; 
and he is a great 4 hereby, even in this Life, 
on this Side the Grave, a Hundred- fold: He finds 
by Experience that Say ing true, Godlineſs with Content 1 Tim iv, 
is great Gain, and is profitable unto all Things, having © 
the Promije of the Life that now is, and of that which 
is 10 come. | 

So though the true Chriſtian ſeems, in the Judg- 
ment of the Wile in their own Conceit, to loſe tlie 
Enjoyment of his Life, Honour, Riches, Profit, 
Pleaſure, Preferment, Relations, c. inſtead thercor 
he finds them all; and in the true Selt-denial enjoys | 
them all, and is able to ſay as Paul did to the ö 
Corinthians, ſpeaking of himſelf and other Chriſtians, | 
As forrowful, yet always Rejoicing , as poor, yet making | 
many Rich,; as having nothing, yet poſſeſſing all Things; 
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baving learnt to be content in all Eſtates and Conditions, 
knowing how to ſuffer Want, and how to abound, every 
where, and in all Things, And where there is true 
Content, there is no Want, no Poverty, no Sorrow, 
but what is turned into Plenty, Riches, and R<oicing. 
Makes him rejoice in Sorrow, ing in the Stocks, 
makes a Dungeon a Palace, Bonds and Chains 
Liberty; makes Poverty Riches, turns Loſs into 
Gain, Darkneſs into Light before him : Theſe and 
many more are the Vertues and powerful Operations 
of the precious Pearl, the white Stone, the elect and 
precious Stone, the chief Corner Stone, which the 
wiſe Maſter-builders ſet at naught and ſtumble at, and 
will not uſe in their Building; but to the Chriſtian 
indeed he is precious, he 1s his ' Foundation, Corner 
and Top Stone allo z and as a Treaſure better than 
Mountains of Gold, and as a Rock qut of which 
iſſueth the Water of Life, that makes the River of 
Pleaſure, that never ceafeth running at the Right- 
Hand of God : Theſe Things are known and en- 
Joined by the true Chriſtian, as he arrives at the 
Mark of the high Calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus, 
and they who are but Travellers therein, taſte of the 
ſame in the Way thereto ; but the bare Profeſſor, or 
Titular Chriſtian, knows nothing hereof : for, 

The Life, Riches, and Enjoyment of a Chriſtian 
is inward and hidden; his Lite is hid with Chriſt in 
God, none knoweth it but he that hath it ; his Con- 
verſation is with God in Heaven, and his Treaſure is 
laid up where he walks and dwells, and where he ſits 
in heavenly Places with his Saviour Chriſt Jeſus, who 
is made unto him Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sanctifi- 
cation and Redemption; and not only fo, but he is 
come to ſee what is the Fellowſhip of the Myſter 
which from the Beginning of the World hath been hid 
in God : he is come to know the Lord one, and his 
Name one; to the one Body, one Spirit, one Hope, one 
Faith, one Baptiſm, one Way, one Truth, one Life, 
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one God and Father of all, who is above all, through 
all, and in all, This is the bleſſed End of all the 
Appearances, Manifeſtations, and Diſpenſations, un- 
der all the Variety of Names, and various Workings 
of the one eternal God towards Mankind ever ſince 
the Fall, mentioned throughout the Holy Scriptures, 
and witneſſed to by the true Chriſtian, who really 


enjoys the End of Paul's bowing his Knees, or Ephec iii, 
Prayer unto the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, '* 5 


of whom the whole Family in Heaven and Earth is 
named, 

Now when the true Chriſtian hath known a being 
dead and buried with, and a riſing with him; and 
not only ſeeking thoſe Things that are above, but 
hath found them, having known and experienced 
Chriſt in all his Offices, as the great Ordinance of 
God, as a Mediator, Reconciler, Interceſſor, Maker 
ot Peace, Healer of the Wound, and Maker up of 
the Breach the firſt Adam made, as a quickening 
Spirit, and Lord from Heaven; as a King, Prieſt 
and Prophet; as a Saviour, Sanctifier and Redeemer; 
as a Purifier and Maker an End of Sin, and Bringer 
in of everlaſting Righteouſneſs; and as a High Prieſt 
to preſent to God without Spot or Wrinkle, or any 
ſuch Thing: When he is thus known to perform all 
theſe Offices in and for his People, he is then by ſuch 
known to fit down at the Right-hand of God, 
having accompliſhed the Work the Facher gave him 
to do, having put all Things under, and reſtored all 
Things into their primitive Order; he then is alſo 
known to ſurrender up the Kingdom to the Father, 
and God to become all in all: Here the Firſt is known 
to be Laſt, and the Laſt Firſt; the Beginning the 
End, and the End the Beginning; and the heavenly 
Reſt with him who is without Beginning or End: I 
ſay, reſt with him, in a pure celeſtial Stilueſs, from 
all Selt-working, Willing, Running, and Thinking; 
and though an Innocency, or innocent Self be attained 
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unto, and a harmleſs Will known, yet that muſt not 
act, work, will, run and think of itſelf, as the true 
Chriſtian, who hath travelled and experienced, as 
before is hinted, knows right well; faying to his 
Father, Not: my Will but thine : Herein he receives 
Wiſdom to dreſs and keep the Garden, Power and 
Strength to reſiſt and overcome the Serpent in 
Paradiſe, and the Dragon in Heaven, and to keep 
his Habitation in the heavenly City Feruſalem, which 
comes down from God out of Heaven, whoſe Walls 
are Salvation, and whoſe Gates are Praiſe tor ever, 


C oncerning 


{ 123 ] 


— * m8 — 


„ 


* 
= - 1 1 — 


3 1 — — 


Concerning Chriſtian Worſhip, what it ſtands in, 
and bow it 1s performed. | 


HERE is a great Conteſt in Chriſtendom among 

the divers Sects and bare Profeſſion of Chriſtian- 
iy about Worſhip ; and many are the Modes and 
Ceremonies that are cried up among them; every 
Set conceiving their Way to be right, all being full 
of Diſpute, Contention, and quarrelling one with 
and againſt another, envying and hating one another, 
fighting, killing and deſtroying one another abour 
them, when they are all but of their own deviſing, 
Forms and Images of their own making, moſtly 
from the Example of Jews, Gentiles, and apoſtate 
Chriſtians, and are not led thereto, nor guided therein 
by the unerring Spirit of God, as their Fruits make 
fully manifeſt, to the great Scandal of the Chriſtian 
Religion, 

Now the true Chriſtians Worſhip is in the Spirit, 
and in the Truth, not in the Letter, nor in the Form 
barely, but was before all Letters and outward Laws 
and Preſcriptions, Inventions, Errors, and the Spirit 
of them was: This was the Worſhip in Paradiſe ; 
when Mankind neglected this Worſhip he fell into 
Evil, into Invention, into Error, which was the 
Cauſe of the outward Law, and all other Diſpenſa- 
tions of God, for the Recovery of loſt Man : And 
before he can witneſs a Return out of his loſt Eſtate, 
he muſt come again to the ſame Worſhip in the 
Spirit and in the Truth, even the Truth m the inward 
Parts, for that is it which God loves ; to the Word 
in the Mouth, to the Law in the Heart, and the 
Fear in the inward Parts, from all Fear towards God, 
taught by the Precepts of Men, trom all Traditions 
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of Men of corrupt Minds, from all Devices and 
Inventions of Men : This is the bleſſed Eſtate the 
true Chriſtian is come into, and is the End, Sum, and 
Subſtance of all- holy Writings, Forms, and holy 
Traditions, Miniſtrations, and Diſpenſations before 
the Law, under the Law,. and the Prophets : Wilder- 
neſs Jeruſalem, and Temple-Worſhip which ſtood in 
divers bodily Exerciſes, outward Works and Services, 
variety of Offerings, obſerving of Times, Days, 
Months, and Years, Meats, Drinks, outward Waſh- 
ings and Purifications, New Mods, Faſts, Feaſts, 
folemn Meetings, and general AfeMlics once a Year 
at Jeruſalem; all theſe Things were but Shadows and 
Typical: And this 1s the Antitype and Subſtance 
ſhadowed forth by them all. To come to the Wor- 
ſhip in the Spirit, in the Truth, to Mount Sion, the 
City of the living God, the heavenly Jeruſalem; and 
to come to the general Aſſembly and Church of the Firſt- 
Born, written in Heaven, and to God the Judge of all, 
and the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect. To know 
the heavenly City that comes down trom God out of 
Heaven, even Jeruſalem the Mother of all the iiving 
Citizens thereot, whoſe Law and Covenant is ſpiritual, 
and writ in their Hearts; whoſe Love, Fear, and 
Obedience to God, is engraven in their inward 
Parts: And from hence ariſeth the true Worſhip in 
the Spirit, and in the Truth. 

This is the Worſhip the primitive Chriſtians came 
to, and were exerciſed in; they prayed in the Spirit, 
not at any ſet Time, or appointed Place only, 
according to the Exhortations, pray always, pray 
continually, pray without ceaſing; I will that Men 
pray every where, lifting up holy Hands without Wrath 
or Doubliag : Breathing to the Lord in Spirit, tho? 
never a Word be uttered ; in the Cloſet when the 
Door is ſhut, the Lord heareth, and anſwereth this 
Prayer. And many Times they were, and are alſo 
led forth to pray in Words publickly, but moſtly 
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for the Sake of others, and in the Behalf of others, 
as Chriſt Jeſus did. | 

The true Chriſtian is alſo a Preacher of Righteouſ- 
neſs, not only in Words, at ſet Times, and appointed 
Places, but in Life and Converſation 3 in this he is 
a Preacher, a Teacher of that which is good, as a 
Candle burning and ſet in the right Place; his Lamp 
trimmed, and his Light ſhining, as a City upon a 
Hill, as the Salt of the Earth, and Light of the 
World, to ſeaſon and give Light to others, by holy 
Example, which preacheth louder than Words. 

The true Chriſtians Singing or Rejoicing is alſo in the 
Spirit and in the Truth, and not in Iniquity, and with 
a good Underſtanding ; he needs no Art nor Inven- 
tion to bring Words into Meeter or Rhime, that they 
may make a pleaſant Sound, and a joyful Noile ; 
his Muſick doth not ſtand in outward Sounds, made 
by Art and Air, but his Melody is in Heart, in the 
Spirit, in the inward Man, in the hidden Man of the 
Heart, which is the Antitype and Subſtance of all 
outward Muſick uſed in the Time of the Law, un- 
der the firſt Covenant, in the Worſhip and Service 
of God; and as far exceeds it, as the Subſtance of a 
Thing doth the Shadow thereof: And he that hath 


this heavenly inward Rejoicing, and pleaſant Melody 


in the Heart, will never invent to himſelf Inſtru- 
ments of Muſick like David, nor delight in the 
Sounds thereof. Where this Heart-melody is loſt, 
the outward invented Muſick is ſet up, among Jews, 
Gentiles, and apoſtate Chriſtians ; for the true Chriſtian 
is come to know Chriſt Jeſus as a Prince of Peace, as 
a peaceable Saviour, as the Conſolation of Yael, and 
Joy of Generations; as a Giver of Peace, which the 


World cannot give nor take away, which far ſur. 


paſſeth all the Delights of the Sons of Men, which 

by Nature, Art and Invention, they can attain unto. 
Now the Spirit of God is univerſal, and the Truth 

is univerſal, and the true Chriſtian Worſhip that 


ſtands 
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ſtands in it, is alſo to be univerſal 3, not only when 
People meet together in a folemn Manner to wait 
upon. God, but every Hour and every Day, bowing 
in Spirit, worſhipping in the Truth, which make free 
from all Error, from all Evil, from all vain Obſerva- 
tions, literal Traditions, and human Inyentions about 
the Worſhip of God, from all carnal Ordinances, as 
Muſicks,, Meats, Drinkings, Waſhings, Feaſts, Faſts, 
Days and Times, which periſh with the uſing, though 
ſignificant in their firſt Inſtitution; theſe Things are 
not to be touched, nor taſted, no nor ſo much as 
handled by the true Chriſtian; theſe Things are but 
beggarly Elements, and worldly Rudiments, which 
hat a Beginning, and muſt have an End. 

And the Root or Cauſe of a Chriſtian, which is 
Chriſt, is the End of the Lay, . and all the Types 
and Shadows of it, and fulfils all the Righteouſneſs 
of it, of the Prophets, and of Jobn alſo, and is a 
bringer in of a better Hope, a better Law, a better 
Covenant, a better Worſhip; which Hope, Law, 
Covenant and, Worſhip, is inward and ſpiritual, and 
not ouward and carnal, formal nor traditional: And 
all that are come to this Worſhip in the Spirit, and 
in the Truth, which is one pure eternal Principle of 
Light, Life and Power, and have their 3 
tendred by it, and their Minds exerciſed in it, their 
Thoughts and Meditations guided by it, tbey are 
come to the Myſtery of the Fellowſhip of the Goſpel, 
to the bleſſed Unity wherein is no Strife, no Wran- 
gling, Diſputing, or Contention; no Treachery, 
Wars, Cruelty or Violence; becauſe they are all 
minding one Ibis. learning of one Teacher, fol- 
lowing of one Guide, viz. the Grace and Spirit of 
God: And though they have Diverſity of Gitts, 
and are attained to different Degrees of Faith, of 
Grace, of Knowledge, Growth and Salvation in the 
ſame ; and are ſome as a Foot, ſome as a Hand, 
Eye, Ear and Mouth, yet are all as Members Frag 
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Body; and the Meaneſt hath Unity with the more 
Noble, the Greateſt with the Leaſt, the Loweſt with 
the Higheſt, the Strongeſt with the Weakeſt, Nor 
is there any Jar or Schiſm in this well framed Body, 
of which Chriſt the Unction, the Anointing, is the 
Head and Teacher, 

This heavenly Unity is the Antitype of the 
ſeamleſs Coat of Chriſt, wove from Top to Bottom, 
which the Soldiers did not rend, tear, or divide, but 
caſt Lots for, and of that Law that forbad weaving 
Linen and Woollen together, and ſowing mingled Seed. 

Now there is no Concord betwixt Light and 
Darkneſs, Sin and Righteouſneſs, Chriſt and Belial ; 
theſe Things of a different and contrary Nature, 
cannot unite, cannot agree, though they are nigh to 
each other, ſown in one Field. God hath ſown a 
good Seed in the Field of Mankind; the Enemy 
hath ſown an evil Seed, and in many it hath taken 
Root, and ſprang up above the good Seed, even 
among thoſe profeſſing Chriſtianity itſelf; and from 
hence ariſeth and groweth all the evil Will, Envy, 
Hatred, Strife, Cruelty, Violence, Blood-ſhed, Wars, 
and Murthers, in the World, and till the Head of this 
evil Seed be not, only bruiſed, by the promiſed Seed 
which God hath ſowed, but rooted out alſo of the 
Heart of -Man, all theſe Things will grow up ; theſe 
evil Effects can never ceaſe till the Cauſe be removed, 
and taken away, as the true Chriſtian knoweth right 
well by Experience. 

Now the Chriſtians indeed, as they live and abide 
in this pure internal Principle of Light, Lite, Spirit, 
and Truth, they have Unity one with another, and 
Fellowſhip with God ; they are the Brethren whoſe 
living together in Unity is comely to behold, who 
have the one Mind, öne Heart; and have their 
Minds and Hearts always governed, ruled and or- 
dered by the good Spirit of God : As every one 
lives and keeps this Order, and under this heavenly 
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Government they cannot chuſe but live together in 
Unity, in Love, in Good-will, in Peace, heavenly 
Concord and Agreement, every one within himſelf, 
with God, and with each other, and in Love to 
all Mankind: here is the End of Strife, Wars and 
Fightings come unto, both within and without; 
and this is the Time and State wherein Inſtruments 


of War and Cruelty are turned into Inſtruments of 


neceſſary Uſe : And as they abide herein, they 
can learn War no more, according to the bleſſed 
Sight and Propheſy of 1/aiah, that Evangelical Pro- 
phet. Here Ferujalem is known a quiet Habitation, 
the Inhabitants thereof being eſtabliſhed in Peace and 
Righteouſneſs, far from oppreſſing, the Cauſe of War 
and Oppreflion being taken away, which is Evil- 
thinking, Evil-ſpeaking, and Evil-doing; and this every 
one muſt know and experience betore they can be 
eſtabliſhed in Peace, before they can krrow the Peace 
of God which paſſeth all Underſtanding, to keep 
their Hearts and Minds, and to rule in their Hearts, 
and to know the Aboundings of it, and to delight 
therein; as it is written, The Meek ſhall inherit the 
Earth, and delight themſelves in the Abundance of 
Peace ; the Earth, nor earthly Things ſhall not in- 
herit them; they tread upon the high Places of it, 
and reign like Kings and Princes over all the Glory 
thereof. Oh! this is a bleſſed State indeed; wait 
all to poſſeſs and enjoy it more and more: This is 
the bleſſed End of the Goſpel of Peace, and of the 


| Chriſtian Religion. My Breathing is, that all that 


profeſs it, may come to inherit Peace, Righteouſ- 
neſs, and Joy in the inward Man ; even to lie down 
in that Peace where none can make atraid, and to 
dwell on that holy Mountain where no Deſtroyer is, 
and to inhabit that City whole Builder and Maker is 
God : to whom be Praiſe and Glory tor evermore. 


A few 


[ 129 ] 


A few Words added to the ſenfible Reader. 


HOU who art awakened out of the Sleep of 
Death, and riſen out of the Grave of Sin, and 

Sea of Corruption, and art come to the Exerciſe of 
thy ſpiritual Senſes, fo that thou canſt hear, ſee, taſte, 
and handle the Things ot God, thou well knoweſt 
that the bleſſed End of all holy Men's Words and 
Writings, Teſtimonies and Declarations, proceeding 
from the Love ot God, is, that others that are yet 
unholy, wandering about in and aiter the Vanity of 
their own Minds, Thoughts, and Imaginations, upon 
the barren Mountains, even as Sheep without a Shep- 
herd, may come to be gathered and brought home to 
the Fold of Reſt, where Satety, Peace, and Satisfac- 
tion is to be found for their weary Souls, who have 
long wandered in deſolate Places, ſeeking Reſt, but 
finding none; ſpending their Time, Labour, and 
Money for that which doth not profit, feed, and 
nouriſh up to eternal Lite. I ſay, to direct theſe 
Strangers, Wanderers, Labourers, and unſatisfied 
Travellers into the Way of Reft and Peace, is the 
bleſſed End of all Words and holy Writings, even 
that ſuch may come to poſſeſs, enjoy, and inherit the 
Things ſpoken, and written of; without which, all 
hearing, reading, ſeeking, enquiring, toiling, la- 
bouring, ſpending Time and Money, is to no Purpoſe. 
Now it is the Soul of Man that wants Reſt, that 

is gone from its Center, that hath Jott its Stay, Habi- 
tation, and Dwelling-place in God ; and innumerable 
are the Thoughts, Imaginations, Devices and Inven- 
tions, Willings and Runnings that poor Mankind in 
this Eſtate is exerciſed in, and carried away with, both 
Few and Gentile, Profeſſor and Prophane, upon the 
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Face of the whole Earth: For in all Sects and Sorts of 
Religions, thoſe who are ſincere and devout therein, 
propoſe this End to themſelves in the Exerciſe thereof, 
vix. to attain a State of Happinefs and Felicity at 
laſt: Many are the Ways, Means, and Precepts, 
Preſcriptions, Directions, and Obſervations, that 
Men give and receive from one the other, enjoin and 
perſwade one the other, and ſometimes compel one 
another by Violence, to walk in, and make ule of, 
in order to arrive thereto, as they think and imagine ; 
but it is in this Age, as of old, the Guides and 
Teachers of the People cauſe them to err, cauſe them 
to go aſtray, and wander from the right Way of the 
Lord; they err in Viſion, Judgment, and Under- 
ſtanding themſelves, and cauſe all that follow and 
obey them to do the ſame, being unſkilful Guides, 
and blind Watchmen, are but as the Blind leading 
the Blind, and ſo both fall into the Ditch together. 
Now the Way to everlaſting Happineſs is but one, 
both to ew and Gentile z which Way is Chriſt, who 
is Wiſdom and Power of God, the Truth, and the 
Lite ; and the Appearance of this Chriſt, of God, is 
within Men, in their Hearts : Its firſt Appearance is 
as a Light ſhining in Darkneſs, and as a pure ſpotleſs 
Spirit, that conſenteth to no Evil, but reproveth and 
convinceth all that are found in it; and to this Light 
or Spirit, all who write or ſpeak tor God, and the 
Good of Mankind, do turn and direct the Minds of 
Men, and endeavour to perſwade them to regard its 
Reproofs of Inſtruction, as being the Way to Life, 
and to obey its Counſel and Teaching, as the only 
Means of Salvation, and Way of returning to the 
Rock trom whence they were hewen, and to the Hote 
ot the Pit from whence they were digged, to their 
Habitation, and Dwelling-place in God again, and 
many T houtands in this Iſland and other Places, can 
give Teſtunony that this is the only Way and Means 
God hath ordained for the Recovery, Return, and 
| Reſtoration 
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Reſtoration of loſt Man; and that all other Ways 
and Means which they had been wearying themſelves 
in, availed nothing; but walking in this heavenly 
Way, the Light, the Spirit and Grace of God within, 
and learning of the Anointing within, they witneſs 
Salvation come to their Houſe, and to ſurround them 
as Walls and Bulwarks, and to witneſs the fulfilling 


of that Divine Prophecy, My People ſhall dwell in à Ia. xxxii: 


peaceable Habitation, and in ſure Dwellings, and in 18. 


quiet reſting Places. The Eye of them that ſee ſhall vert. 3. 4 


not be dim, the Ear of them that hear ſhall hearken, 
the Heart alſo of the Raſh ſhall underſtand Knowledge, 
and the Tongue of the Stammerer ſhall be ready to ſpeak 
plainly, Theſe are the bleſſed Effects of walking 
in the Way and Paths of Righteouſneſs, which a 
Remnant are living Witneſſes of, and can praiſe 
and magnify the Name of the Lord in the Senſe 
thereof, 

But none enjoy this bleſſed Eſtate, nor inhabit this 
heavenly Dwelling-place, but as their Minds come 
truly to be exerciſed by and in the Light of the 
Lord; and that by walking and abiding therein, 
come to have their Minds eſtabliſhed, ſettled, and 
ſtayed upon him, who is indeed the alone Stay of his 
People, and Rock of his Inheritance. 

And nothing can be found in the Heavens above, 
nor in the Earth beneath, that is able to ſatisfy or ſtay 
the Mind of Man, but the Lord; the Mind or Soul 
of Man is more noble, more excellent than all viſible 
Things, ſo they are not all capable to fill or ſatisfy 
bis Soul, or ſtay his Mind, though he might poſſeſs 
or have the whole World to himſelf, yet in the End 
will be made to cry out and confeſs with the Preacher 


of old, Vanity of Vanities, all is Vanity and Vexation Eceleſ i, 2. 


of Spirit, But to have the Mind ſtayed upon the 
Lord, there is Pleaſure, Peace and Content, truly 
found and enjoyed, according to the Teſtimony of 
that Divine Prophet Jaiab, who ſaid, ſpeaking in the 

Name 


. th 
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Name of the Lord, Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
Peace, whoſe Mind is ſtayed upen thee. This is a 
Truth, that none knoweth but he that hath it; it 
may be ſoon writ, read, or ſpoken, but to enjoy that 
Eſtate is more than Words; it is the End, Sum and 
Subſtance of all that can be ſaid or done, and is the 
Reward of the Righteous from the immediate Hand 
of God, viz. To be kept in perfect Peace: It's the 
End of all holy Breathings and Defires, it's the End 


of the preaching the Goſpel of Peace and Salvation, 


even to know and feel, and experience the Peace 
of God to keep the Heart and Mind, and to rule 
there. | 
This is a bleſſed State indeed, worthy to be waited 
for, and preſſed after, by all that have a Sight and 
Senſe thereof, and are in a Way that leadeth thereto, 
though not yet arrived thereat z go forward in the 
Name of the Lord, even in that Name Light, by 
which he hath - made himſelf known unto us in this 
Age, by which Light thou ſaweſt the Wandering 
and Unſtableneſs of thy Mind, and the Multitude 
of thy Thoughts, Imaginations and Inventions ; per- 
ſevere in the ſame, and thou wilt become not only a 
Child of it, but alſo grow from a Child's Eſtate to 
the State of a young Man, Elder, and Father ; 
keeping the Faith, and firmly believing, that which 
ſneweth thee the Wandering and Unſtablene/s of thy 
Mind, will be as a Shepherd's Crook unto thee, and 
in due Time will bring thee back into the Fold of 
Reſt; and that holy Light that diſcovers, and 
ſheweth unto thee thy Thoughts, and inward Ene- 
mies, will alſo by. the Brightneſs of its Ariſing, 
diſperſe and deſtroy them for thee, and bring thee 
into that Eſtate thy Soul deſireth, panteth and look- 
eth after, even into the Preſence ot the Lord, where 
the Fulneſs of Joy is, and where the Rivers of Plea- 
ſures run ; where the reaping and returning with 
Joy is, where the ſinging tor Joy of Heart 1s, and 
the 
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the Joy of God's Salvation felt, the bleſſed Light 
of God, or Son of Righteouſneſs, in whom thou haſt 
believed, is the only Way to poſſeſs and inherit thoſe 
Things. And thy walking, abiding, and perſevering 
in it, is the Means, and there is not any other Way 
or Means appointed of God, to bring Man back into 
that paradiſical State of Felicity he loſt by Tranſ- 
greſſion, and to the eſtabli/hing him in it. WELL 

But all that walk not, nor abide and perſevere 
therein, after they are come into it, never attain to 
that bleſſed End of its appearing and ſhining to 
them ; for a bare Knowledge of the Truth, and a 
Profeſſion of the Light and Spirit of God within, if 
they walk not in it, and are not guided and lead by it, 
it avails nothing, but rather draws down fierce Wrath 
and Vengeance upon the Head of fuch, who know 
their Maſter's Will and do it not, who talk and pro- 
feſs well, but are found doing Evil, and thereby lay 
a Stumbling-block in the Way of the Blind, and cauſe 
the Way of Truth to be evil ſpoken of, and the 
Name of the Lord, by which he hath made himſelf 
known in this Age, to be blaſphemed, by reaſon of 
their ungodly Deeds, under a Profeſſion of Godlineſs, 
and Cloak of Righteouſneſs ; ſuch their Damnation 
lumbereth not. 

And this I teſtify and declare to all People to 
whom this may come, which may ſerve alſo as a 
Caution and Warning to them, that if they meet 
with any under the Name, Form, and Profeſſion of a 
Chriſtian, in Contempt called a Quaker, who in his 
Converſe, Trade and Dealing, Commerce and Affairs, 
doth not let his 27a be Lea, and his Nay, Nay, but 
breaketh his Word and Promiſes, there is Need to have 
a ſpecial Care of that Man, and look upon him as 
one falſe and deceitful to the holy Principle of Truth, 
and as a Hypocrite under the Profe/on of it. He 
that is falſe to God, cannot be true to Men; thou 
hadſt better truſt and give Credit to a Heathen or 
| Infidel, 
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Infidel, than to ſuch a one. No Wickedneſs beyond 
that which is acted under a peculiar Cloak of Religion. 
Such who gain Credit and Repute by wearing this 
Cloak, and get Widows and Orphans Monies into 
their Hands, to create great Trades by Sea and Land, 
are ſome of the worſer Sort of Robbers and Cheats, 
and the Cry of the poor Fatherleſs and Widows cries 
loud againſt them. This is a ſhort Teſtimony ariſing 
in my Heart againſt this Sort of Wickedneſs, wherein 
I have a little eaſed my Mind, and in the Truth 
remain a Friend to all Men, 


W. SHEWEN. 
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